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NuMB. 54. SATURDAY, September 22. 1750. 


Truditur dies die, 
N:veque pergunt interire lung ; 
u jecanda marmora 
Locas ſub ipſum funus, et ſepulehri 
Immemor firuis domos, _. HokAcx. 


Day preſſes on the heels of day, 

And moons increaſe to their decay; 

But you with thoughtleſs pride elate, 
Unconſcious of impending tate, 

Command the pillar'd dome to riſe, 

When lo, thy tomb forgotten lies. FRANCIS. 


| To the R AMBLER. 
S1R, | 
HAVE lately been called, from a mingled 
life of buſineſs and amuſement, to attend the 
laſt hours of an old friend; an office which has 
filled me, if not with melancholy, at leaſt with ſe- 
rious reflections, and turned my thoughts towards 
the contemplation of thole ſubjects, which, though 
of the utmoſt importance, and ot indubitable cer- 
tainty, are generally ſecluded from our regard, by 
the jollity of health, the hurry of employment, and 
even by the calmer diverſions of ſtudy and ſpecula- 
tion; or if they become accidental topics of con- 
verſation and argument, yet rarely link deep into 
the heart, but give occaſion only to ſome ſubtleties 
of reaſoning, or elegarcies of declamationg which 
are heard, applauded, and forgotten. 


IT is, indeed, not hard to conceive, how a man 
accuſtomed to cxtend his views through à long con- 
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catenation of cauſes and effects, to trace things from 
their origin to their period, and compare means with 


ends, may diſcover the weakneſs of human ſchemes 


detect the fallacies by which mortals are deluded ; 
ſhew the inſufficiency of wealth, honours, and power, 
to real happinc is; and pleaſe himtelt, and his au- 
ditors, with learned lectures on the vanity of life. 


Bor though the ſpeculatiſt may ſee and thew. the 
folly of terreſtrial bopes, fears, and deſires, every 
bour will give proofs that he never felt it. Trace 


bim through the day or year, and you will find him 


acting upon principles which he has in common 
with the illiterate and unenlightened; angry and 
pleaſed like the loweſt of the vulgar; purſuing, with 
the ſame ardovr, the ſame deſigns; gratping, with 
all the eagerncis of tranſport, thoſe riches which 
hc knows he cannot keep; ard iwelling with the 
applauſe which he has gaincd by proving that ap- 
Plauſe is of no value. 


Txt only conviction that ruſhes upon the ſcul, 
and takes away from cur appetites and paſſions the 
power of reſiſtance, is to be found, where 1 have 
received it, at the bed of a dying friend. To emer 
this 1c doc of wifdom is not the peculiar privilege 
of geometricians z the moſt ſublin e and in portant 


precepts require no uncon mon opportunities, nor 
laboricus preparations; they are iniorced without 


the aid of loquence, and underſtood without {kill 
in analytic ſcience. Every tongue can utter them, 
and every underftanding can conceive them. He 
that wiſhes in carne ſt to obtain juſt ſentinients con» 
cerning his condition, and would be intimutely ac- 
quainted with the world, may find inſtructions on 
every fide. He that deſires to enter behind the ſcene, 
which every art has been employed to decorate, and 


every paſſion labours to illuminate, and wiſhes to 


ſee life ſtripped of thulc ornaments which make it 
glitter on the ſtage, and expoled in its natural mean- 
nels, 
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neſs, inpotence, and nakedneſs, may find all the 
eluſion laid open in the chimoer of diſcaſe: he 
will there tind vanity diveſted of her robes, power 


deprived of her ſceptre, aud hypocriſy without her 
maſk. 
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Tut friend whom TI have loſt, was a man emi- 
nent for genius, and, like others of the ſame claſs, 
ſufficiently pleaſed with acceptance and applauſe. 
Being careſſed by thoſe who have preterments and 
riches in their diſpoſal, he conſidered himielf as in 
the direct road of advancem-nt, and had caught the 
flame of ambition by approaches to its object. But 
in the midſt of his hopes, his projects, and his Zaie- 
ties, he was“ ſeized by a lingering diſeaſe, which, 
from its firſt ſtage, he knew to be incur able. Here 
was an end of all his vitions of greatneſs and happi- 
neſs; from the firit hour that his health declined, 
all his former pleaſures grew taſteleſs. His friends 
expected to pleaſe him by thoſe accounts of the 
growth of his reputation, which were forinerly cer- 
tain of being well received; but they ſoon found 
how little he was now affected by compliments, and 
how vainly they attempted, by flattery, to exhile- 
rate the languor of weakneſs, and relieve the ſoli- 
citude of approaching death. Waocver would 
know how much piety and virtue ſurpaſs all ex- 
ternal goods, might here have ſeen them weighed 
againſt each other, where all that gives motion to 
the active, and elevation to the eminent, all. that 
ſparkles in the eye of hope, and pants in the boſom 
of ſuſpicion, at once became duſt in the balance, 
without weight, and without regard. Riches, au- 
thority, and praile, loſe all their influence when 
they are conſidered as riches which to-morrow 
ſhall be beſtowed upon another, authority which 
ſhall this night expire for ever, and praiſe which, 

however merited, or however ſincere, thall, after 
a few moments, be heard no more. f 
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appeared to raiſe his ſpirits, or gladden his heart, 
but the recollection of acts of goodneſs ; nor to ex- 
cite his attention, but ſome opportunity for the ex- 


terminated on this fide of the grave was received 


in conſequence of the habit of valuing it, than 
from any opinion that it deſerved value; it had 
little more prevalence over his mind than a bubble 
if that was now broken, a dream from which he was 
[- awake. His whole powers were engrofled by the 
i conſideration of another ſtate, and all converſation 
| was tedious, that had not ſome tendency to diſen- 
| gage him from human affairs, and open his pra- 
} ſpects into futurity. 


Ir is now paſt, we have cloſed his eyes, and heard 
him breathe the groan of expiration. At the ſight 
of this laſt conflict, I felt a fenfation never known 
2 to me before; a confuſion of paflions, an awful ſtill- 
| nels of ſorrow, a gloomy terror without a name. 
The thoughts that entered my ſoul were too ſtrong 
} to be diverted, and too piercing to be endured ; 
| but ſuch violence cannot be laſting, the ſtorm ſub- 

| ſided in a ſhort time; I wept, retired, and grew 
[ calm. 


I HAVE from that time frequently revolved in my 
= mind, the effects which the obſervation of death 
produces in thoſe who are not wholly without the 
power and uſe of reflection; for by far the greater 
part it is wholly unregarded, their friends and their 
enemies fink into the grave without raiſing any un- 
| | common emotion, or reminding them that they are 
themſclves on the edge of the precipice, and that 
they muſt ſoon plunge into the gulph of eternity. 


Ir ſeems to be remarkable, that death increaſes 
our veneration for the good, and extenuates our 


In thoſe hours of ſeriouſneſs and wiſdom, nothing 


erciſe of the dutics of religion. Every thing that 


with coldneſs and indifference, and regarded rather 


hatred. 
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| hatred of the bad. Thoſe virtues which once we 
envied, as Horace obſerves, becauſe they eclipſed 
our own, can now no longer obſtruct our reputa- 
tion, and we have therefore no intereſt to ſuppreſs 
their praiſe. That wickedneſs, which we feared for 
its malignity, is now become. impotent; and the 
man whole- name filled us with alarm, and rage, 
and indignation, can at laſt be conſidered only with 
pity or contempt. 

WurN a friend is carried to his grave, we at 
once find excuſes for every weakneſs, and palliations 
of every fault; we recollect a thouſand endearments, 
which before glided off our minds without impreſ- 
fion, a thouſand favours unrepaid, a thouſand du- 
tics unperformed, and wiſh, vainly wiſh, for his re- 
turn, not ſo much that we may receive as that we 
may beſtow happinels, and recompenſe that kind- 
neſs which before we never underſtood. 


TnuERE is not, perhaps, to a mind well inſtruct- 
ed, a more painful occurrence, than the death of 
one, whom we have injured without reparation. 
Our crime ſeems now irretrievable, it is indelibly 
recorded, and the ſtamp of fate is fixed upon it. 
We conttler, with the moſt afflictive anguith, the 
pain which we have given, and now cannot alle- 


viate; and the lofles which we have cauſed, and now 
cannot repair. 


Or the ſame kind are the emotions which the 
. death ot an emulator or competitor produces. Who- 
ever had qualities to alarm our jealouſy, had excel- 
lence to deſerve our fondnets; and to whatever ar- 


dour ot oppoſition, intereſt may inflame us, no man 


ever outlived an enemy, whom he did not then with 
to have made a friend. Thoſe who are veried in 
literary hiſtory know that the elder Scaliger was the 
redoubted antagoniſt of Cardan and Eraſmus; yet 
at the death of cach of his great rivals he relented, 
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and complained, that they were ſnatched away from 
him before their reconciliation was completed. 


Tu- ne etiam moreris? Ah ! quid me linguis, Eraſme, 
Ante meus quam fit conſiliatus amor © 


Art thou too fall'n ? ere anger could ſubſide, 
And love return, has great Eraſmus died ? 


SUCH are the fentiments with which we finally 
review the effects of paſſion, but which we fome- 
times delay, till we can no longer rectify our errors. 
Let us therefore make haſte to do what we ſhall 
certainly at laſt with to have done; let us return 
the carefles of our friends, and endeavour, by mu- 
tual endearments, to heighten that tenderneſs which 
is the balm of life. Let us be quick to repent of 
injuries, while repentance may not be a barren an- 
guiſh; and let us open our eyes to every rival ex- 
cellence, and pay early and willingly thoſe honours 
which juſtice will compel us to pay at laft. 


ATHANATUS. 
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Nun. 55. TusspAx, September 25. 1750. 
Mauro propior de ſine ſuneri 


Inter ludere virgines, 
Et ſtellis maculam pargere candidis e 
Non fiquid Pholoen ſatis 
Et te, Chlori, decet. : Horace. 
Now near to death that comes but flow, 
Now thou art ſtepping down below; 
Sport not amongſt the blooming maids, 
But think on ghoſts and empty ſhades : 
What ſaits with Pholoe in her bloom 
Gray Chloris will not thee become; 
A bed is diff*rent from a tomb. 


CREECRH. 


To tte RAM B L E R. 

S 1, 

H A VE been but a little time converſant in the 

world, yet I have already had frequent opportu- 
nities of obſerving the little efficacy of remon- 
ſtrance and complaint, which, however extorted by 
oppreſſion, or ſupported by reaſon, are deteſted by 
one part of the world as rebellion, cenſured by an- 
other as peeviſhneſs, by ſome heard with an appear- 
rance of compaſſion, only to betray any of thoſe 
{allies of vehemence and reſentment, which are apt 
to break out upon encouragement, and by others 
paſſed over with indifference and neglect, as mat- 
ters in which they have no concern, and which, if 
they ſhould endeavour to examine or regulate, they 
might draw miſchicf upon themſelves. 


Yer ſince it is no leſs natural for thoſe who think 
themſelves injured to complain, than for others to 
neglect their complaints, I thall venture to lay my 
caſe before you, in hopes that you will enforce my 
opinion, if you think it juſt, or endeavour to rectify 
my ſentiments, if I am miſtaken. I expect at leaſt, 
that you will diveſt yourtclf of partiality, and 

| that 
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that whatever your age or ſolemnity may be, you 

will not, with the dotard's inſolence, pronounce 

me ignorant and fooliſh, perverſe and refractory, 
only becauſe you perceive that I am young. 


My father dying when I was but ten years old, 
left me and a brother two years younger than my- 
ſelf, to the care of my mother, a woman of birth 
and education, whole prudence or virtue he had no 
reaſon to diſtruſt. She felt, for ſome time, all the 
ſorrow which nature calls forth, upon the final ſe- 
paration of perſons dear to one another; and as 
her griet was exhauſted by its own violence, it ſub- 
fided into tenderneſs for me and my brother, and 
the year of mourning was ipent in careſſes, conſo— 
lations, and inſtruction, in celebration of my fa- 
ther's virtues, in profeſſions of perpetual regard to 


his memory, and hourly inſtances of ſuch fondneſs 


as gratitude will not caſily ſuffer me to forget. 


Bur when the term of this mournful felicity was 
expired, and my mother appeared again without 
the enſigus of forrow, the ladics of her acquaintance 
began to tell her, upon whatever motives, that it 
was time to live like the reſt of the world; a 
powerful argument, which is ſeldom uſed to a wo- 
man without effect Lady Giddy was inceſſantly 
relating the occurrences of the town, and Mrs 


Gravely told her privately, with great tenderneſs, 


that it began to be publicly obſerved how much 
ſhe over-acted her part, and that moſt of her ac- 
quaintance ſuſpected her hope of procuring another 
huſbind to be the true ground of all that appear- 
ance of tenderneſs and picty. 


ALL the officiouſneſs of kindneſs and folly was 
buſied to change her conduct. She was at one 
time alarmed with cenſure, and at another fired with: 


praiſe. She was told of balls, where others thone 


only becauſe ſhe was ablent; of new comedies to 
| which 
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which all the town was crowding; and of many 
ingenious ironies, by which domeitic diligence was 
made contemptible. 


IT is difficult for virtue to ſtand alone againſt fear 
on one fide, and pleaſure on the other; eſpecially 
when no actual crime is propoſed, and prudence it- 
ſelf can ſuggeſt many reaſons for relaxation and in- 
dulgence. My mamma was at laſt perſuaded to ac- 
company Miſs Giddy to a . She was received 
with a-boundlets profuſion of compliment, and at- 
tended home by a very fine gentleman. Next day 

2 was with. leſs difficulty prevailed on to play at 
Mrs Gravely's, and came home gay and lively; 
for the diſtinctions that had been paid her awakens 
ed her vanity, and good luck had kept her princi- 
ples of frugality from giving her diſturbance. She 
now made her ſecond entrance into the world, and 
her friends were ſufficiently induſtrious to prevent 
any return to her for ner life; every morning 
brought meſſages of invitation, and every evening 
was paſſed in places of diverſion, from which ſhe 
for ſome time complained that ſhe had rather be ab- 
ſent. In a ſhort time the began to feel the happi- 
neſs of acting without controul, of being unac- 
countable for her hours, her expences, and her com- 
pany ; and learned, by degrees, to drop an expreſ- 
fion of contempt, or pity, at the mention of ladies 
whoſe huſbands were ſutpe&ed of reſtraining their 
pleaſures, or their play, and confetl:d that ſhe loved 
to go and come as the pleaſed. 


I was ſtill favoured with ſome incidental pre- 
cepts and tranſient endearments, and was now and 
then fondly kiſſed for ſmiling like my papa: but 
moſt part of her morning was ſpent in comparing 
the opinion of her maid and milliner, contriving 
ſome variation in her dreſs, viſiting ſhops, and ſends 
ing compliments; and the reſt of the day was too 
{hort for viſits, cards, plays, and concerts. i 
| | HE 
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SHE now began to diſcover that it was impotlible 
to educate children properly at home. Parents could 
not have them always in their fight; the tociety of 
ſervants was contagious; company produced bold- 
neſs and ſpirit; emulation excited induſtey; and a 
large ſchool was naturally the firſt ſtep into the 


open world. A thoufand other reafons the alledged, 


ſome ot little force in themſelves, but ſo well ſecond- 
ed by pleature, vanity, and idlenefs, that they ſoon 
overcame all the remaining principles of kindneſs 


and- piety, and both I and iny brother were diſpatch- 
ed to boarding-ſchools. 


How my mamma ſpent her time when ſhe was 
thus diſburthened, I am not able to inform you; but 
I have reaſon to believe that trifles and amuſements 
took {till faſter hold of her heart. Ar firſt the vi- 
ſited me at ſchool, and afterwards wrote to me; 
but in a ſhort time, both her vifits and her letters 
were at an end, and no other notice was taken of 
me than to remit money for my ſupport. 


WEN I came home, at the vacation, I found 
myſelf coldly received, with an obſervation, that 
© this girl will preſently be a woman.“ J was, after 
the uſual ſtay, ſent to ſchool again, and overheard 
my mother ſay, as I was a-going, © Well, now I 
& {hall recover.” 


IN fix months more I came again, and with the 


uſual childiſh alacrity, was running to my mother's 
embrace, when ſhe ſtopped me with exclamations 
at the ſuddenneſs and enormity of my growth, ha- 
ving. the ſaid, never ſeen any body ſhoot up ſo much 
at my age. She was ſure no other virls ſpread 
at that rate, and ſhe hated to have children look 
like women before their time. I was diſconcerted, 
and retired without hearing any thing more than, 
« Nay, if you are angry, madam dteeple, you may 
« walk off.“ 

WHEN 
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WHenN once the forms of civility are violated, 
there remains little hope of return to kinuncfs or 
decency. My mamma made this appearance of re- 
ſentment a reaſon for continuing her malivnity, and 
poor Mits Maypole, for that was my appellation, 
was never mentioned, or ſpoken to, but with ſome 
expreſſion of anger or diſlike. f 

SHE had yet the pleaſure of dreſſing me like a 
child; and I know not when 1 ſhould have been 
thought fit to change my habit, had I not been re- 
ſcued by a maiden ſiſter of my father, who could 
not bear to {ce wo nen in hanging. ſleeves, and there- 
fore preſented me with brocade for a gown, for 
which 1 ſhould hive thought myi1clf under great 
obligations, had ſhe not accompanied her favour 
with ſome hints, that my mamma might now con- 
ſider her age, and give me her car rings, which ſhe 
had thewn long enough in public places. 


I now left the ſchool, and came to live with my 
mamma, who conſidered me as an uſurper that had 
ſeized the rights of a woman before they were due, 
and was puſhing her down the precipice of age, that 
I might reign without a ſuperior. While Jam thus 
beheld with jealouſy and iuſpicion, you will readily 
believe that it is difficult to pleaſe. Every word and 
look is an offence. | never ſpeak, but | pretend to 
{ome qualities ind excellencies, which it is criminal 
to poſſaſs; if I am gay, the thinks it carly enough 
to coquette ; if I am grave, ſhe hates a prude in 
bibs; if | venture into company, I am in haſte for 
a buſb.nd; if I retire to my chamber, ſuch ma- 
tron-like ladies are lovers of contemplation. Iam on 
one pretence or other genc rally excluded from her 
aſſemblies, nor am I ever ſuffered to viſit at the fame 


place, with my mamma. Every one wonders why 


{he does not bring Miis more into the world, and 
when ſh- com.s home in vappurs, | am certain that 
ſhe has heard cither of my beauty or my wit, 2 
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ments or perſuaſions. 
aſhamed of rivalling their children; if you could 
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expect nothing for the enſuing week but taunts and 


menaces, contradiction and reproaches. 


Tavs I live in a ſtate of continual perſecution, 
only becauſe I was born ten years too ſoon, and 
cannot ſtop the courle of nature or of time, but am 


unhappily a woman before my mother can willingly 


ceaſe to be a girl. I believe you would contribute 
to the happineſs of many fanulics, if, by any argu- 
you could make mothers 


ſhew them that though they may refute to grow 


wite, they muſt inevitably grow old; and that the 


proper folaccs of age are not muſic and compli- 


ments, but wiſdom and devotion; that thoſe who 
art ſo unwilling to quit the world, will ſoon be 


driven from it; and that it is therefore their inte- 
reſt to retire, while there jet remain afcu hours for 
nobler employments. 


J am, &c. 


11 
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Valeat res ludicra, fi me 
Jaima negata mac um, aonata reducit cpimum. 
Ho xkAck. 


Farewel the ſtope ; for humbly I diſclaim 

Such fond puftuits of pleaſure, or of tame. 

It I mvft fink in (fame, or fwell with pride, 

As the gay 4 is granted or denied. FRANCIöð. 


Othing is wore unpleaſing than to find that of- 
tence has been received when nonc was in— 


tended, and that pain has been given to thoſe who 


were not guilty ot any provocation. As the great 
end of ſocicty is mutual beneficence, a good man is 
always uncaly when he finds himſelf acting in 
oppoſition to the purpoſes of lite; becauſe though bis 
conicicnce may eaſily acquit him ol malice rent: 
Oo 
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of ſettled hatred or contrivances of miſchief, yet he 
ſeldom can be certain, that he has not failed by ne- 
gligence or indolence; that he has not been hin- 
dered from conſulting the common intereſt, by too 


much regard to his own eaſe, or too much indiffe- 
rence to the happincſs of others. 


Nor is it neceffary, that, to feel this uneaſineſs, 
the mind ſhould be extended to any great diffuſion 
of generolity, or melted by uncommon warmth of 
benevolence; for that prudence which the world 
teaches, and a quick ſenſibility of private intereſt, 
will direct us to ſhun needlcis enmities; ſin e there 
is no man whoſe kindneſs we may not {ome time 


want, or by whole malice we may not ſome time 
ſuffer. 


T nave therefore frequently looked with wonder, 
and now and then with pity, at the thoughtifſ1-1s 
with which {ome alicnate from themſelves the atfec- 
tions of all whom chance, buſineſs, or inclination, 
brings in their way, When we ſee a man purſuing 
ſome darling intereſt, without much regard to 
the opinion of the world, we juſtly coatider him as 
corrupt and dangerous, but are not long in diſcover- 
ing his motives; we ſee him actuated by paſſions 
which are hard to be reſiſted, and deluded by ap- 
pearances which have dazzled itronger eyes. But 
the greater part of thoſe who ſet. mankind at de- 
fiance by hourly irritation, and who live but ta 
intule malignity, and multiply enemies, have no 
hopes to foſter, no deſigns to promote, nor any ex- 


pectations of attaining power by inſolence, or of 


clinbing to greatneis by trampling on others. 
They give up all the ſweets of kindneſs, for the 
fake of peeviſhneſs, petulance or gloom; and 
alienate the world by neglect of the common forms 
of civility, and breach of the eſtablithed laws of 
converſation, | 
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Every one muſt, in the walks of life, have met 


with men of whom all {peak with cenſure, though 


they are not chargeable with any crime, and whom 
none can be perſuaded to love, though a reaſon can 


ſcarcely be aſſigned why they ſhould be hated ; and 


who, if their good qualities and actions ſometimes 
force a commendation, have their panegyric always 
concluded with confeſſions of diſguſt ; “ he is a 
c good man, but I cannot like him.” Surcely 
ſuch perſons have ſold the eſteem of the world at 
too low a price, fince they have loſt one of the re- 
wards of virtuc, without gaining the profits of 
wickedneſs. 


Tais ill ceconomy of fame is ſometimes the effect 
of ſtupidity, Men whoſe perceptions are languid 
and ſluggiſh, who lament nothing but lois of money, 
and feel nothing but a blow, are often at a difficulry 
to gucſs why they are encompaſſed with enemies, 
though they neglect all thoſe arts by which men are 
endearcd to one another. They comfort themſclves 
that they have lived irreproachably; that none can 
charge them with having endangered his life, or 
diminithed his poſſeſſions; and therefore conclude, 
that they ſuffer by ſome invincible fatality, or impute 
the walice of their neighbours to ignor ance or envy. 
They wrap themſelves up in their innocence, and 
enjoy the congratulations of their own hearts, with- 
out knowing or ſuſpecting that they are every day 
deſervedly incurring reſentments, by with holding 
from thoſe with whom they converie, that regard, 
or appearance of regard, to which every one is en- 
titled by the cuſtoms of the world. 


THERE are many injuries, which almoſt every 
man fecls, though he does not complain, and which, 
upon thoſe whom virtue, elegance, or vanity, have 
made delicate and tender, fix deep and laſting im- 
preſſions; as there are many arts of graciouineſs 
and conciliation, which are to be practiſed without 

| | expence, 
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expence, and by which thoſe may be made our 

friends, who have never received from us any real 

benefit. Such arts, when they include neither 

guilt nor meannefs. it is ſurely reaſonable to learn; 

for who would want that love which is fo eaſily to 
be gained? And ſuch injuries are to be avoided 

for who would be hated without profit ? 


SoME, indeed there are, for whom the excuſe 
of ignorance or negligence cannot be alledged, be- 
cauſe it is apparent that they are not only careleſs 
of pleaſing, but ſtudious to offend; that they con- 
trive to make all approaches to them difficult and 


'v-xatious, and imagine that they aggrandize them- 


ſelves by waſting the time of others in uſcleſs at- 
tendance, by mortifying them with flights, and 
teazing them with affronts. 


Mer of this kind are generally to be found 
among thoſe that have not mingled much in general 
converſation, but ſpent their lives amidit the obſe- 
quiouſneſs of dependents, and the flattery of 
paratites ; and by long conſulting only their own in- 
clination, have forgotten that others have a claim 
to the tame deference. | 


TYRANNY thus avowed, 1s indeed an exuberance 
of pride, by which all mankind is fo much enraged, 
that it is never quietly endured, except in thoſe who 
can reward the patience which they exact; and 
inſolence is generally ſurrounded only by ſuch 
whoſe: baſeneſs inclines them to think nothing in- 
ſupportable that produces gain, and who can laugh 
at ſcurrility and rudeneſs with a luxurious table and 
an open purſe. 


Bor though all wanton provocations, and con- 
temptuous inſolence, are to be diligently avoided, 
there is no leis danger in timid compliance and tame 
reſignation, It is common, for ſoft and feartui tem- 

| C 2 pers, 
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tion of the bold, the turbulent, and the overbear- 
ing; of thoſe whom they do not belicve wiler or 
better than themſelves ; to recede from the beſt de- 
ſigns where oppoſition muſt be encountered, and ta 
fall off from virtue for fear of cenſure. 


Some firmneſs and reſolution is neceffary to the 
diſcharge of duty; but it is a very unhappy ſtate of 


quently occurs; for no man is defeated without 
tome reſentment, which will be continued with ob- 
{tinacy while he belicves himſelf in the right, and 
exerted with bitterneſs, if even to his own convic-— 
tion he is detected in the wrong. Even though no 
regard be had to the external t „ ork of con- 
traricty and diſpute, it muſt be painful to a worth 
mind to put others in pain, and there will be dan 
ger leſt che kindeſt nature may be vitiated by too 
long a cuſtom of debate and conteſt. 


I AM afraid hat I may be taxed with inſenſi- 
bility by many of my correſpondents, who belicve 
their contributions unjuſtly neglected. And indeed 
when I fit before a pile of papers, of which each is 
the production of laborious ſtudy, and the off- 
{pring ot a fond parent, I, who know the paſſions 
of an author, cannot remember how long they have 


myſelf the various changes of ſorrow, impatience, 
and reſentment, which the writers muſt have felt i in 
this tedious . 


THhEesE reflections are ftill more awakened, when, 
upon peruſal, I find ſome of them calling for a 
place in the next paper, a place which they have 
never yet obtained; others writing in a ſtile of ſu- 
periority and haughtineſs, as ſecure of deference, 
and above fear of criticiſm ; others humbly offering 
their weak ail UAſtance with ſoftneſs and ſubmiſſion, 
which 


pers, to give themſelves up implicitly to the direc- 


life in which the neceſſity of ſuch ſtruggles fre- 


lain in my boxes unregarded, without imagining to 
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which they believe impoſſible to be reſiſted ; ſome 
introducing their compolitions with a menace of the 
contempt, which he that refuſes them will incur; 
others applying privately to the bookſellers for their 
intereſt and ſolicitation; every. one, by different 
ways, endeavouring to ſecure the bliſs of publica 
tion. I cannot but conſider myſelf as placed in a 
very incommodious ſituation, where I am forced to 
repreſs confidence, which it is pleaſing to indulge, 
to repay civilities with appearances of neglect, and 
ſo frequently to offend thole by whom I never was 
offended. | | 


I KNow well how rarely an author, fired with the 
beauties of his new compoſition, contains his rap- 
tures in his own boſom, and how naturally he im- 
parts to his friends his expectations of renown and 
as I can eafily conceive the eagerneſs with which a 
new paper is ſnatched up, by one who expects to 
find it filled with his own production, and perhaps 
has called his companions to thare the pleaſure of a 
ſecond peruial, I grieve for the diſappointment 
which he is to feel at the fatal inſpection. His 
hopes however do not yet forfake him; he is cer- 
tain of giving luſtre the next day. The next day 
comcs, and again he pants with expectation z and 
having dreamed of laurels and Parnaſſus, caſts his 
eyes upon the barren page, with which he is doom» 
ed never more to be delighted, 


Fox ſuch cruelty what atonement can be made? 
For ſuch calamines what alleviatioa can be, found? 
I] am atraid that the miſchietf already done mult be 
without reparation ; and all that deſcrves my care, 
is prevention for the future. Let theretore the next 
friendly contributor, whoever he be, obſerve the 
cautions of Swift, and write tecretly in his own 
chamber, without communicating his deſign to his 
nearelt friend; for the ngareſt friend will be picaſed 
with an opportunity of laughing, Let im carry it 
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to the poſt himſelf, and wait in filence for the event · 
It it is publifhed and praiſed, he may then declare 
himſelf the author; if it be ſuppreſſed, he may 
wonder in private without much vexation; and if 
it be cenſured, he may join in the cry, and lament 
the dulneſs of the writing generation. | 


— 
— 


Nous. 57. Tur spar, October 2. 1750. 


Non intelligunt homines quam magnum vedtigal fit 


parſimonia. ' 1 
The world has not yet learned the riches of fru- 
gality. 
To the R A M B L E R. 
9 1 R, 


AM always pleaſed when I fee literature made 

uſeful, and ſcholars deſcending from that eleva- 
tion, which, as it raiſes them above common life, 
mult likewiſe hinder them from beholding the ways 
of men otherwiſe than in a cloud of baſtle and con- 
fuſion. Having lived a life of bufineſs, and remark- 
ed how ſeldom any occurrences emerge, for which 
great qualities are required, TI have learned the ne- 
ceſſity of regarding little things: and though I do 
not pretend to give laws to the legiflators of man- 
kind, or to limit the range of thote powerful minds 
that carry light and heat through all the regions of 
knowledge ; yet I have long thought, that the 
_ greateſt part of thoſe who loſe themſelves in ſtudies, 
by which 1 have not found that they grow much 
wiſer, might, with more advantage, both to the 
public and themſelves, apply their underſtandings 
to domeſtic arts, and ſtore their minds with axioms 

of humble prudence, and private &conoimy. 


Your 
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Your late paper on frugality was very elegant 
and pleaſing, but, in my opinion, not tufficiently 
adapted to common readers, who pay little Fegard 
to the muſic of periods, the artifice of connection, 
or the arrangement of the flowers of rhetoric; but 
require a few plain and cogent inſtructions, which 
may fink into the mind by their own Oy 


FRUGALITY is ſo neceflary to the bapplack of 
the world, ſo beneficial in its various forms to every 
rank of men, from the higheſt of human potentates, 
to the loweſt labourer or artificer; and the miterics 
which the neglect of it produces arc ſo numerous 
and fo grievous, that it ought to be recommended 
with every variation of addrels, and adapted to every 
claſs of underſtanding. 


WHETHER thoſe who treat morals as a ſcience, 
will allow trugality to be numbered among the vir- 
tues, I have not thought it neceſſary to enquire. 


For 1, who draw my opinions from a caretul ob- 


ſervation of the world, am ſatisficd with knowing, 
what is abundantly ſufficient for practice, that if it 
be not a virtue, it is atleaſt a quality which can ſel- 
dom exiſt without ſome virtucs, and without which 
few virtucs can exiſt, Frugality may be termed the 
daughter of prudence, the ſiſter of temperance, and 
the parent of liberty. He that is extravagant will 
quickly become poor, and poverty will entorce de- 
pendence, and invite corruption; it will almoſt al- 
ways produce a paffive compliance with the wicked- 
nels of others; and there are few who do not learn 
by degrees to practiſe thoſe crimes which they ceaſe 
to cenſure. 


Ir there are any who do not dread poverty as 


dangerous to virtue, yet mankind ſeem unanimous 
enough in abhorring it as deſtructive to happineſs; 
and all to whom want is terrible, upon whatever 
Priuciple, ought to think themſelves obliged to learn 


A 
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the ſage maxims of our parſimonious anceſtors, and 
attain the ſalutary arts of contracting expence; tor 
without frugality none can be rich, and with it ve- 
ry tew would be pocr. 


To moſt other acts of virtue, or exertions of ' wiſe 

dom, a concurrence of many circumſtances is ne- 
ceflary ; ſome previous knowledge mult be attained, 
ſome uncommon gifts of nature poti-fled, or ſome 
opportunity produced by an extraordinary combina» 
tion of things: but the mere power of ſaving what 
is already in our hands, mult be eaſy of acquitition 
to every mind; and, as the example of Bacon may 
ſhew, that the higheſt intellect cannot ſafely neglect 
it, a thouſand inſtances will every day prove, that 
the meaneſt may practite it with ſucceis. 


RicHnes cannot be within the reach of great num- 
bers, becauſe to be rich is to poſſeſs more than is 
commonly placed in a ſingle hand; and, if many 
could obtain the fum which now makes a man 
wealthy, the name of wealth muſt than be trant- 
ferred to ſtill greater accumulations. But J am not 
certain that it is equally 1np-ſtible to exempt the 
lower claſſes of mankina from poverty; becauie, 
though whatever be the wealth ot the community, 
ſome will always have leaſt, and he that has leſs 
than any other, is compiratively poor; yet I do not 
{ce any coactive necefiity that many ſhould be with- 
out the indiſpenſible conveniencies of life; but am 
ſometimes inclined to imagine, that, caiuak.calami- 
ties excepted, there might, by univerſal prudence, 
be procured an univerial exemption from want 
and that he who ſhould h+ppen to have leaſt, might 
notwithſtanding have enough, 


BUT without entering too far into ſpeculations, 
which I do not remember that any political calcu- 
lator has attempted, and in which the moſt perſpi- 
cacious reaſoner may be eaſily bewildered, it is evi- 
dcnt, 
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dent, that they to whom providence has allotted no 
other care but ot their own fortune, and their own 
virtue, which make far the greater part of mankind, 
have ſufficient incitements to perſonal trugality 
ſince, whatever might be its general effect upon 
provinces or nations, by which it is never likely to be 
tried, we know with certainty, that there is ſcarce- 
ly any individual entering the world, who, by pru- 
dent parſimony, may not reaſonably promiſe him- 
ſelf a cheerful competence in the decline of life. 


THE proſpect of penury in age, is ſo gloomy and 
terrifying, that every man who looks before bim, 
muſt reſolve to avoid it; and it muſt be avoided ge- 
nerally by the ſcience of ſparing. For, though in 
ev. ry age there are ſome, who by bold adventures, 
or by tavourable accidents, riſc {ſuddenly to riches, 
yet it is dangerous to indulge hopes of ſuch rare e- 
vents. And the bulk of mankind muſt owe their 
affluence to ſmall and gradual profits, below which 
their expence muſt be reſolutely reduced. 


You muſt not therefore think me finking below 
the dignity of a practical philoſopher, when I re- 
commend to the conſidèration of your readers, from 
the ſtateſman to the apprentice, a poſition replete 
with mercantile wiſdom, I penny ſaved is tus pence 
got; which may, I think, be accommodated to all 
conditions, by obſerving not only that they who 
purine any lucrative employment will ſave time 
when they forbear expence, and that the time may 
be employed to the increaſe of profit; but that 
they who are above ſuch minute confiderations, 
will find, by every victory over appetite or paſſion, 
new ſtrength added to the mind, will gain the. 
power of refuſing thoſe ſolicitations by which the 
young and vivacious are hourly aſſaulted, and in 
time ſet themſelves above the reach of extravagance 


and folly. | : 


. 


Ir may, perhaps, be enquired by thoſe who are 
willing rather to cavil than to learn, what is the juſt 
meaſure of frugality'? and when expence, not ab- 
ſoſutely neceflary, degencratts into profuſion? Jo 
ſuch queſtions no general anſwer can be returned; 
ſince the liberty of ipending, or neccflity of parſi- 
mony, may be varied without end, by different cir- 
cumſtances. It may, however, be laid down as a 
rule never to be broken that a man's voluntary ex- 
pence ſhould not exceed his revenue. A maxim fo ob- 
vious and incontrovertible, that the civil law ranks 
the prodigal with the madman, and debars them e- 
qually from the conduct of their own affairs. An- 
other precept ariſing from the former, and indeed 
included in it, is yet neceſſary to be diſtinctly im- 
preſſed upon the warm, the tanciful, and the brave; 
Let 1iG man anticif ate uncertain profits, Let no man 
preſume to ſpend upon hopes; to truſt his own a— 
bilities for means of deliverance from penury; to 
give a looſe to his preſent defires, and leave the 
reckoning to fortune or to virtue. 


To theſe cautions, which, I ſuppoſe, are at leaſt, 
among the graver part of mankind, undiſputed, I 
will add another, Let no man ſquander againſt his 
inclination. With this precept it may be perhaps 
imagined eaſy to comply ; yet if thoſe whom pro- 
fuſion has buried in priſons. or driven into baniſh- 
ment, were examined, it would be found, that very 
few wcre ruined by their own choice, or purchaſed 


pleaſure with the loſs of their eſtates; but that they 


tuttered themſelves to be borne away by the violence 
of thoſe with whom they converted, and yielded 
reluctantly to a thouſand prodigalities, either from 
a trivial emulation of wealth and ſpirit, or a mean 
fear of contempt and ridicule; an emulation for the 
prize of folly, or the dread of the laugh of fools. 
VIX, 
Tour humble Servant, 
DOP HRONs 
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—Improbe 
Cre/cunt divitiæ, tamen | 
Curtæ neſcis quid /emper abeſt rei. Horace. 


But, while in heaps his wicked wenuth aſcends, 

He is not of his with poſſeſo d 
There's ſomething wanting Kin to make him 
ble Bb'd. FAN cIs. 


S the love of money has been, in all ages, one 

of the paſſions that have given great diſturb- 
ance to the tranquillity of the world, there is no 
topic more coplouily treated by the ancient moral- 
iſts, than the folly of devoting the heart to the gc- 


cumula ion of riches. They who are acquainted with 


thete authors need not be told how riches incite 
pity, contempt, or reproach, whenever they are 
mentioned; with what numbers of examples the 
dinger of large poſſeſſions is illuſtrated; and how 
all the powers of reaſon and eloquence have been 
exhauſted in endeavours to eradicate a delire, which 
ſcems to have mntrenched itlelf too ſtrony uly i in the 
mind to be driven out, and which, perhaps, had 
not loſt its power, even over thoſe who declaimed 
ayainſt it, but would have broken out in the poet 
or the ſage, it it had been excited by opportunity, 
and invigorated by the approximation of its pro- 
per object. 


THEIR arguments have been, indeed, ſo unſuc- 
ceſstul, that 1 know not whether it can be ſhown, 
that by all the wit and reaſon which this favourite 
c:ulc has called forth, a fingle convert was ever 
made; that even one man has refuſed to be rich, 
when to be rich was in his power, from the con— 
viction of the greater happineſs of a narrow for- 
tune; or diſburthened himſelf of wealth, when he 
had tried its inquietudes, merely to enjoy the prom 
: an 
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and leiſure, and ſecurity of a mean and unenvied 
ſtate. 


IT is true, indeed, that many have neglected op- 
portunities of raiſing themſelves to honours and to 
wealth, and rejected the kindeſt offers of fortune: 
but, however their moderation may be boaſted by 
themſelves, or admired by ſuch as only view them 
at a diſtance, it will be, perhaps, ſeldom found that 
they value riches leſs, but that they dread labour 
or danger more than others; they are unable to 
rouſe themſelves to action, to ſtrain in the race of 
competition, or to ſtand the ſhock of conteſt ; but 
though they, therefore, decline the toll of climbing, 
they, nevertheleſs, with themſelves aloft, and would 
willingly enjoy what they dare not ſeize. 


OTHERs have retired from kigh ſtations, and vo- 
luntarily condemned themſelves to privacy and ob» 
ſcurity. But even theſe will not afford many oc- 
caſions of triumph to the philoſopher ; for they 
bave commonly either quitted that only which they 
thought themiclves unable to hold, and prevented 
diſgrace by reſignation z or they have been induced 
to try new meaſures by general inconſtancy, which 
always dreams of happineſs in novclty, or by a 
gloomy diſpoſition, which is diſguſted in the fame 
degree with every ſtate, and wiſhes every ſcene of 
lite to change as ſoon as it is beheld. Such men 
found high and low ſtations cqually unable to ſatiſ- 
fy the withes of a diſtempered mind, and were un— 
able to ſhelter themſelves in the cloſeſt retreat from 
diſappointment, ſolicitude, and miſery. 


YET though theſe admonitions have been thus 
neglected by thote, who either enjoyed riches, or 
were able to procure them, it is not rathly to be de- 
termined that they arc altogether without uſe; for 
ſince ſar the greateſt part of mankind muſt be con- 
fned to conditions comparatively mean, and placed in 
| fituations, 
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ſituations, from which they naturally look up with 
envy to the eminences before them, thoſe writers 
cannot be thought ill employed, that have admini- 
ſtered remedies to diſcontent almoſt univerſal, by 
ſhowing, that what we cannot reach may very well 
be forborne ; that the inequality of diſtribution, at 
which we murmur, is for the moſt part leis than it 
ſeems; and that the greatn-fs, which we admire at 
a diſtance, has much fewer advantages, and much 
leſs ſplendour, when we are ſuffered to approach it. 


Ir is the buſineſs of moraliſts to detect the frauds 


of fortune, and to ſhow, that ſhe impoſes upon the 
careleſs eye, by a quick ſucceſſion of ſhadows, which 
will ſhrink to nothing in the gripe z that the diſguiſes 
life in extrinſic ornaments, which ſerve only for 
ſhow, and are laid atid: in the hours of ſolitude, 


and of pleaſure; and that when greatneſs aſpires 


either to felicity or to wiſdom, it thakes off thoſe 
diſtinctions which dazzle the gazer, and awe the 
ſupplicant. 


Ir may be remarked, that they whoſe condition 
his not afforded them the light of moral or religious 
inſtruction, and who collect all their ideas by their 
own eyes, and digeſt them by their own underſtand- 
ings, ſcem tu cenuder thoſe who are placed in ranks 
ot remote ſupcriority, as almoſt another and higher 
ſpecies of beings. As themſelves have known little 
other miſery than the conſequences of want, they 
are with diſſiculty perſuaded, that where there is 
wealth there can be ſorrow, or that thoſe who glit- 
ter in dignity, and plide along in affluence, can be 
acquaiated with pains and cares, like thoſe which 
lic heavy upon the reſt of mankind. 


Tals prejudice is indeed confined to the loweſt 
meanneſs, and the darkeſt ignorance; but it is ſo 
confined, only becauſe others have been ſhown its 
folly, and its falſchood, becauſe it has been oppoſed 
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in its progreſs by hiſtory and philoſophy, and hin- 
dered from ſpreading its infection by powerful pre- 
ſervatives. 


Tux doctrine of the contempt of wealth, though 
it has not been able to extinguiſh avarice or ambi- 
tion, or ſuppreſs that reluctance with which a man 
paſſes his days in a ſtate of inferiority, muſt, 
at leaſt, have made the lower conditions leſs 
grating and weariſome, and has conſequently con- 
tributed to the general ſecurity of lite, by hindering 
that fraud and violence, rapine and circumvention, 
which muſt have been produced by an unbounded 
eagerneſs of wealth, ariſing from an unſhaken con- 
viction, that to be rich is to be happy. | 


WHOEVER finds himſelf incited, by ſome violent 
impulſe of paſſion, to purſue riches as the chief end 
of being, muſt ſurely be ſo much alarmed by the 
ſucceſſive admonitions of thoſe, whoſe experience 
and ſagacity have recommended them as the guides 
of mankind, as to ſtop and conſider, whether he is 
about to engage in an undertaking that will reward 
his toil; and to examine, be fore he ruſhes to wealth, 
through right and wrong, what it will confer when 
he has acquired it; and this examination will ſel- 
dom fail to repreſs his ardour, and retard his vio- 
lence. 


WEALTH is nothing in itſelf; it is not uſeful but 


when it departs from us: its value is found only in 


that which it can purchaſe; which, if we ſuppoſe 
it put to its beſt uſe by thoſe that poſſeſs it, ſeems 
not much to deſerve the deſire or envy of a wiſe 
man. It is certain / that with regard to corporal 
enjoyment, money can neither open new avenues 
to pleaſure, nor block up the paſſages of anguiſh. 
Diſeaſe and infirmity ſtill continue to torture and 


enfeeble, perhaps exaſperated by luxury, or promo- - 


ted by ſoſtneſs, With reſpect to the mind, it has 
rarely 
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rarely been obſerved, that wealth contributes much 
to quicken the diſcernment, enlarge the capacity, 
or elevate the imagination; but may, by hiring flat- 
tery, or laying diligence aſleep, confirm error, and 
harden ſtupidity. 


WEALTH cannot confer greatneſs ; for nothing 
can make that great, which the decree of nature 
has ordained to be little. The bramble may be 
placed in a hot bed, but can never become an oak. 
Even royalty itſelf is not able to give that dignity 
which it happens not to find, but opprefles feeble 
minds, though it may elevate the ſtrong. The 
world has been governed in the name of kings, 
whole exiſtence has ſcarcely been perceived by any 
real effects beyond their own palaces. 


WHEN therefore the deſire of wealth is taking 


hold of the heart, let us look round and ſee how 
it operates upon thoſe whoſe induſtry, or fortune, 
has obtained it. When we find them oppreſſed with 
their own abundance, luxurious without pleaſure, 
idle without eaſe, impatient and querulous in them- 
ſelves, and deſpiſed or hated by the reſt of man- 
kind, we ſhall ſoon be convinced, that if the real 
wants of our condition are ſatisfied, there remains 
little to be ſought with ſolicitude, or deſired with 
eagernels, 
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Nun. 59. Tus pax, Oclober 9. 1750. 


Eft aliguid fatale malum per verba levare, 
Hoc querulam Halcgonengue Prognen facit: 

Hoc erat in jolo guare Pæantias anirs | 
Vox fatigaret Lemnia ſaxa ſua. 

Strasgulat inclu/us delor aique exeſiuat intus, 
Cegitur et vires multipitcare ſuas. Ov1D, 


Complaining oft, gives reſpite to our grief; 

From hence the wretched Progne ſought relief, 

Hence the Pæantian chief his fate deplores, 

And vents his ſorrow to the Lemnian ſhores : 

In vain by ſecrecy we would aflunge 

Our cares; conceal'd they gather tenfold rage, 
F. LEwis, 


F* is common to diſtinguiſh men by the names 
of animals which they are ſuppoſed to reſemble, 
Thus a hero is frequently termed a lion. and a 
ſtateſman a fox ; an extortioner gains the appellation 
of vulture, and a fop the title of monkey There is 
alſo among the various anomalies of character, 
which a ſurvey of mne world exhibits, a ſpecies of 
beings in human form, which may be properly 
marked out as the ſ{creech-owls of mankind. 


Trrss ſcreech-owls ſeem to be ſettled in an opt- 


nion, that the great bulinets of life is to complain; 


and that they were born for no other purpoſe than 
to diſturb the happineſs of others, to leflen the little 
comforts, and ſhorten the ſhort pleaſures of our 
condition, by painful remembrances of the paſt, or 
melancholy prognoitics of the future : their only 
care is to cruſh the riſing hope, to damp the kind- 
ling tranſport, and allay the golden hours of gaiety, 
with the hateful drols of grief and ſuſpicion. 


To thoſe, whoſe weakneſs of ſpirits, or timidity 


of temper, ſubjects them to impreſſions from others, 
and 


. 
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and who are apt to ſuffer by faſcination, and catch 
the contagion of miſery, it is extremely unhappy to 
live within the compaſs of a ſcreech-owl's voice; 
for it will often fill their ears in the hour of dejec- 
tion, terrify them with apprehenfions, which their 
own thoughts would never have produced, and ſad- 
den, by intruded forrows, the day which might have 
been paſled in amuſements or in buſineſs; it will 
burden the heart with unneceſſary difcontents, and 
weaken for a time that love of life, which is ne- 
ceſſary to the vigorous proſecution of any under- 
taking. 


THouGH H have, like the reſt of mankind, many 
failings and weaknefles, 1 have not yet, by either 
friends or enemies, been charged with ſuperſtition 
I never count the company which 1 enter, and I 
look at the new moon indifferently over either 
ſhoulder. I have, like moſt other philoſophers, of- 
ten heard the cuckoo without money in my pocket 
and have been ſometimes reproached as fool-hardy, 
for not turning down my eyes when a raven flew 
over my head. I never go home abruptly becauſe 
a ſnake crofles my way, nor have any particular 
dread of a climacterical year; yet I confeſs that, 
with all my ſcorn of old women, and their tales, I 
conſider it as an unhappy day when. I happen to be 


greeted, in the morning, by Suſpirius the ſcreech- 
owl, 


I Have now known Suſpirius fifty-eight years and 
four months, and have never yet p fled an hour 
with him in which he has not made ſome attack 
upon my quiet, When we were firit acquainted, 
his great topic was the miſery ot youth without 
riches ; and whenever we waik-ed out together, he 
ſol.ced me with a long enumetation of pleaſures, 
which, as they were beyond the reach of ni; fortune, 
were without the verge of my defires, and which I 
{hould never have conſidered as the objects ot a with, 
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had not his unſcaſonable repreſentations placed gr: 
them in my ſight. at 
ſur 


ANornkR of his topics is the neglect of merit, 
with which he never fails to amuſe every man whom 


he ſees not eminently fortunate. If he meets with pla 
a young officer, he always informs him of gentle: "I 
men whoſe perſonal courage is unqueſtioned, and mi. 
whoſe military {kill qualifies them to command ar- the 
mies, that have, notwithſtanding all their merit, An 
grown old with ſubaltern commiſſions. For a ge- ful 
nius in the church, he is always provided with a cu- tall 
racy for life. The lawyer he informs of many men C0) 
of great parts, and deep ſtudy, who have never had the 
an oppor runity to ſpeak in the courts: And meet- thi 
ing Serenus the phyſician, “ Ah dector,“ ſays he, rat 
« what, a- foot ſtill, when ſo many blockheads are pre 
4 rattlin g their chariots? told you ſeven years ago, fut 
« that you would never meet with encouragement; ha 
„ and I hope you will now take more notice, when ni 


tell you, that your Greek, and your diligence, 
« and your honeſty, will never enable you to live 


j « like yonder apothecary, who preſcribes to his ed 
| | « own thop, and laughs at the phylician.” me 
= | wo 
5 il SUSPIRIUS has, in his time, intercepted fifteen the 
HR authors in their way to the ſtage; perſuaded nine and m: 
_ thirty merchants to retire from a proſperous trade me 
= for tear of bankruptcy; broke off an hundred and tat 

= thirteen matches, by prognoſtications of unhappineſs; lat 
3 | and enabled the ſmall pox to kill nineteen ladies, by all 
= perpetual alarms of the lots of beauty. fin 
mi 

WHENEVER my evil ſtars bring us together, he ON 


never fails to repreſent to me the tolly of my pur» 
ſuits, and informs me, that we are much older than 


when we began our acquaintance ; that the infirmi- ne 
ties of decrepituce are coming faſt upon me; that pr 
whatever I now get, 1 ſhall enjoy but a little time; m1! 
that fame is to a man tottering on the edge of the an 
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grave of very little importance; and that the time is 
at hand wen I ought to look for no other plea- 
fures than a good dinner, and an caſy chair. 


Tus he goes on in his unharmonious ſtrain, diſ- 
playing preient miſeries, and foreboding more, 
t af Sνα,poge, every ſyllable is loaded with 
misfortune, and death is always brought nearer to 
the view. Yet what always raiſes my reſentment 
and indignation, I do not perceive that his mourn- 
ful medications have much effect upon himſelf. He 
talks, and has long talked, of calamities, without diſ- 
covering, otherwiſe than by the tone of his voice, 
that he feels any of the evils which he bewails or 
threatens, but has the ſame habit of uttering lamen- 
tations, as others of telling ſtories; and falls into ex- 
preſſions of condolence for paſt, or apprehenſion of 
future miſchiefs, as all men ſtudious of their eaſe 


have recourſe to thofe ſubjects upon which they can 


molt fluently or copioully diſcourſe. 


IT is reported of the Sybarites, that they deſtroy- 
ed all their cocks, that they might dream out their 
morning-dreams without diſturbance. Though LI 
would not ſo far promote etfeminacy as to propoſe 
the 5ybarites for an example; yet ſince there is no 
man to corrupt or foolith, but ſomething uſeful 
may be learned from him, I could with that, in imi- 
tation of a people not often to be copied, fome regu» 
lations might be made to exclude ſcreech-owls from 
all company, as the enemies of mankind, and con- 
fme them to ſome proper receptacle, where they may 
mingle ſighs at lciture, and thicken the gloom of 
one another. 


Thou prophet of evil, ſays Homer's Agamemnon, thou 
never /oretelleſt me good, but the joy of. thy heart is to 
precet mis/ortunes, Whoever is of the iame temper 
might there find the means of indulging his thoughts, 
and improving his vein of denunclation, and the 
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flock of ſcreech owls might hoot together without 
injury to the reſt of the world. 


YET, though I have ſo little kindneſs for this 
dark generation, I am very far from intending to de- 
bar the ſoft and tender mind from the privilege of 

_ complaining, when the figh ries from the deſire, 
not of giving pain, but of gaining eaſe. 'To hear 
complaints with patience, even when complaints 
are vain, is one of the dutics of friendſhip; and 
though it muſt be allowed, that he ſuffers moſt like 
a hcro that hides his grief in filence 


Spem vultu fimulat, premit altum corde delorem. 


His outward ſmiles conceal'd his inward ſmart, 
D&RYDEN, 


yet it cannot be denied, that he who complains acts 
like a man, like a focial,being, who looks for help 
from his fellow-creatures. Pity is to many of the 
unhappy a ſource of comfort in hopeleſs diftrcfles, 
as it contributes to recommend them to themiclves, 
by proving that they have not loſt the regard of 
others; and heaven ſcems to indicate the duty even 
of barren compaſſion, by inclining us to weep for 
evils which we cannot remedy. 


— 


NuMB. 60. Sa TUR DAV, October 13. 1750. 


Quid fit pulchrum, guid turpe, quid utile, quid non, 
Pienius et melius Chryſippo et Crantore dicit. Ho. 
Whoſe works the beautiful and baſe contain, 


Ot vice aud virtue more inſtructive rules, 
Than all the ſober ſages of the ſchools. Francis, 


? AS joy or ſorrow for the happineſs or calami— 

ties of others, is produced by an act ot the 
Imagination, that realizes the event, however ficti- 
tious, or approximatcs it, however remote, by placing 
us, 
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us, for a time, in the condition of him whoſe for- 
tune we contemplate; ſo that we feel, while the 
deception laſts, whatever motions would be excited 
by the ſame good or evil happening to ourleives, 


Our paſſions are therefore more ſtrongly moved, 
in proportion as we can more readily adopt the 
pains or pleaſure propoſed to our minds, by recogni- 
ſing them as once our own, or conſidering them as 
naturally incident to our ſtate of life. It is not eaſy 
for the moſt artful writer to give us an intereſt in 
hippineſs or miſery, which we think ourſelves ne- 
ver likely to feel, and with which we have never 
yet been made acquainted. Hiſtories of the down- 
fat of kingdoms, and revolutions of empires, are 
read with great tranquillity z the imperial tragedy 
pleaſes common auditors only by its pomp of orna»- 
ment, and grandeur of ideas; and the man whoſe 
faculties have been engroſſed by buſineſs, and whole 
heart never fluttered but at the rite or fall of ſtocks, 
wonders how the attention can be ſeized, or the 
alfection agitated by a tale of love. 


Trossz parallel circumſtances, and kindred 
images, to which we readily conform our minds, are, 
above all other writings, to be found in narratives 
of the lives of particular perſons; and therefore no 
ſpecies of writing ſcems more worthy of cultivation 
than biography, ſince none can be more delightful 
or more uletul, none can more certainly enchain 
the heart by irreſiſtible intereſt, or more widely 
dickuſe inſtruction to every diverſity of condition. 


TAE general and rapid narratives of hiſtory, 
which involve a thouſand fortunes in the buſineſs of 
a day, and complicate innumerable incidents in one 
great tranſaction, afford few leſſons applicable to 
private life, which derives its comforts and its 
wretchednels from the right or wrong management 
ot things which nothing but their frequency makes 

conſiderable, 
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conſiderable, Parva ſi non fiunt quotidie, fays Pliny, 
and which can have no place in thoſe relations 
which never deſcend below the conſultation of ſe- 
nates, the motions of armies, and the {ſchemes of 
conſpirators. | | 


_ I Have often thought, that there has rarely paſſed 
a lite, of which a judicions and faithtul narrative 
would not be uſeful. For not only every man has, 
in the mighty maſs of the world, great numbers in 
the ſame condition with himſelf, to whom his mi- 
ſtakes and miſcarriages, eſcapes and expedients, 
would be of immediate and apparent uſe ; but there 
is ſuch an uniformity in the ſtate of man, conſider: 
ed apart from adventitious and ſeparable decorations 
and diſguiſes, that there is ſcarce any poflibility of 
good or ill, but is common to human kind. A great 
part of the time of thoſe who are placed at the 
greateſt diſtance by fortune, or by temper, muſt un- 
avoidably paſs in the ſame manner; and though, 
when the claims of nature are ſatisfied, caprice, and 
vanity, and accident, begin to produce diſcrimina- 
tions and peculiarities, yet the eye is not very heed- 
ful, or quick, which cannot diſcover the ſame cauſes 
{till terminating their influence in the ſame effects, 
though ſometimes accelerated, ſometimes retarded, 
or perplexed by multiphed combinations. We are 
all prompted by the ſame motives, all deceived by 
the ſame fallacies, all animated by hope, obſtructed 
by danger, entangled by deſire, and ſeduced by 
pleaſure, 
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IT is frequently objected to relations of particu- 
lar lives, that they are not diſtinguiſhed by any 
ſtriking or wonderful viciſſitudes. The ſcholar, who 
paſſed his life among his books, the merchant, who 
conducted only his own affairs, the prieſt, whoſe 
ſphere of action was not extended beyond that of 
his duty, are conſidered as no proper objects of 
public regard, however they might have excelled iu 
their 


N 
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their ſeveral ſtations, whatever might have been 
their learning, integrity, and piety. But this no- 
tion ariſes from falſe meaſures of excellence and 
dignity, and muſt be eradicated by conſidering, 
that, in the eſteem of uncorrupted reaſon, what is 
of moſt uſe is of moſt value. 


IT is, indeed, not improper to take honeſt ad- 
yantages of prejudice, and to gain attention by a 
celebrated name; but the buſineſs of the biogra- 
pher is often to paſs ſlightly over thoſe performan- 
ces and incidents, which produce vulgar greatneſs, 
to lead the thoughts into domeſtic privacies, and 


| difplay the minute details of daily life, where exte- 


rior appendages are caſt aſide, and men excel each 
other only by prudence and by virtue. The ac- 
count of Thuanus is, with great propriety, ſaid by 
its author to have been written, that it might lay 
open to-poſterity the private and familiar character 
of that man, cufus ingenium et candorem ex ipſius 
ſeriptis ſunt olim ſemper miraturi, whole candour 
and genius will, to the end of time, be by his Wri- 
tings preſerved in admiration, 


THERE are many inviſible circumſtances, which, 
whether we read as enquiries after natural or moral 
knowledge, whether we intend to enlarge our 
ſcience, or increaſe our virtue, are more important 
than public occurrences, Thus Salluſt, the great 


maſter of nature, has not forgot, in his account of 


Cataline, to remark, that his walk was now quick, 
and again ſlow, as an indication of a mind revolving 
ſomething with violent commotion. Thus the ſtory 
of Melancthon affords a ſtriking lecture on the va- 
lue of time, by informing us, that when he made 
an appointment, he expected not only the hour, 
but the minute to be fixed, that the day might not 
run out in the idleneſs of ſuſpenſe; and all the plans 
and enterprizes of De Wit are now of leſs import- 
ance to the world, than that part of his perſonal 

character 
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character which repreſents him as careful of hi 


health, and negligent of his life. 


But biography has often been allotted to writers, 
who ſeem very little acquainted-with the nature of 
their taſk, or very negligent about the performance, 
They rarcly afford any other account than might 
be collected from public papers, but imagine them- 
ſelves writing a lite when they exhibit a chronolo- 


gical ſeries of actions or preterments; and fo little 
regard to the manners or behaviour of their he- | 
rocs, that more knowledge may be gained of a 
man's real character, by a ſhort converſation with | 


one of his ſervants, than from a formal and ſtudied 
narrative, begun with his pedigree, and ended with 
his funeral. 


Ir now and then they condeſcend to inform the 
world of particular facts, they are not always 1o 


happy as to i<l-& the muſt important. I know not | 


well what advantage poſt-rity can receive from the 
only circumſtance by which Tickell has diſtinguiſh» 


ed Addiſon from the reſt of mankind. the irregu- 
larity of his pulſe : nor can I think myſelt overpaid: 


for the time pen: in re ding the life of Malherb, 
by being enabled to relate, after the learned bio— 
grapher, that Malherb had two predominant opi- 
nions; one, that the look nels of a ſingle woman 
might deſtroy all her boaſt of ancient deſcent; the 
other, that the French beggars made uſc, very mpreh 
perly and barbarouſly, of the phraſe noble Gentle. 
man, becaule either word included the Tenic of both. 


THERE are, indeed, ſome natural reaſons why 
theſe narratives are often written by ſuch as were 
not likely to give much inſtruction or delight, and 
why moſt accounts of particular perſons are barren 
and uſcleſs. If a life be delayed till intereſt and en- 
vy are at an end, we may hope for impartiality, but 
muſt expect little intelligence; for the incidents 

| which 
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which give excellence to biography, are of a volatile 
and evaneſcent kind, ſuch as ſoon eſcape the me- 
mory, and are rarely tranſmitted by tradition. We 
know how few can pourtray a living acquaintance, 
except by his moſt prominent and obſervable parti- 
cularitics, and the groſſer features of his mind; and 
it may be eaſily imagined, how much of this little 
knowledge may be loſt in imparting it, and how 
ſoon a ſucceſſion of copies will loſe all reſemblance 
of the original, : 


If the biographer writes from perſonal know- 
4 ledge, and makes haſte to gratify the public curio- 
'h ſity, there is danger leſt his intereſt, his fear, his 
gratitude, or his tenderneſs, overpower his fidelity, 
and tempt him to conceal, if not to invent. There 

h are many, who think it an act of piety to hide the 
l faults or failings of their friends, even when they 


* can no longer ſuffer by their detection; we there- 
K fore ſee whole ranks of characters adorned with 
5 uniform panegyric, and not to be known from one 
another, but by extrinſic and caſual circumſtances. 
bY « Let me remember,” ſays Hale, © when I find N 
Fe W * mylelf inclined to pity a criminal, that there is ID 
$6 «© likewiſe a pity due to the country.” If we owe 
rl regard to the memory of the dead, there is yet more 
"WY reſpect to be paid to knowledge, to virtue, and to 
W truth, 
he 
0 
le- 
th. 
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Non. 61. TutsDary, Oclober 16. 1750. 


Falſus honor juvat, et mendax infamia terret , 
Onem niſi mendoſum et mendacem ? - HoRACE, 


Falſe praiſe can charm, unreal ſhame controul— 


Whom, but a vicious or a ſickly foul? *' Francis, | 


7 the R A M B L E R. 
81 R, 


J is extremely vexatious to a man of eager and 


thirſty curioſity to be placed at a great diſtance 
from the fountain of intelligence, and not only ne— 


ver to receive the current of report till it has ſatia- 


ted the greateſt part of the nation, but at laſt to 


end it mudded in its courſe, and corrupted with 
taints or mixtures from every channcl through 


which it flowed. 


ONE of the chief pleaſures of my life is to hear 


what pailes in the world; to know what are the 
ſchemes of the politic, the aims of the buſy, and i 


the hopes of the ambitious; what changes of pu- 
blic meaſures are approaching; who is likely to be 
cruſhed in the colliſion of parties; who is climbing 
to the top of power, and who is tottering on the 
precipice of diſgrace. But as it is very common for 
us to defire moſt what we are leaſt qualified to ob- 


tain, I have ſuffered this appetite of- news to out- 


grow all the gratifications which my preſent ſitua- 


tion can afford it; for being placed in a remote 


country, I am condemned always to contound the 
future with the paſt, to form prognoſticatiors of 
evenis no longer doubtful, and to conſider the ex- 
pediency of ſchemes already executed or defcated. 
I am perplexed with a perpetual deception in my 
proſpects, like a man pointing his teleſcope at a 
remote ſtar, which, before the light reaches his cye, 
has forſaken the place from which it was emitted. 


Tus 
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Tat mortification of being thus always behind 
the active world in my reflections and diſcoveries, 
is exccedingly aggravated by the petulance of thoſe 
whole health, or buſineſs, or pleaſure, brings them 
hither from London. For, without conſidering the 
inſuperable diſadvantages of my condition, and the 
unavoidable ignorance which abſence muſt produce, 
they often treat me with the utmoſt ſuperciliouſneſs 
of contempt, for not knowing what no human ſa- 
gacity can diſcover ;z and {ometimes ſeem to conſi- 
der me as a wretch ſcarcely worthy of human con- 
verſe, when 1 happen to talk of the fortune of a 
binkrupt, or propoſe the healths of the dead, when 
I warn them of miſchiefs already incurred, or wiſh 
for meaſures that have been lately taken. They 

2em to attribute to the ſuperiority of their intellects 

what they only owe to the accident of their condi- 
tion, and think themſelves indiſputably entitled to 
airs of inſolence and authority, when they find ano- 
ther ignorant of facts, which, becauſe they echoed 
in the ſtreets of London, they ſuppole equally pu- 
blic in all other places, and known where they could 
neither be teen, related, nor conjectured. 


To this haughtineſs they are, indeed, too much 
encouraged by the reſpect which they receive a- 
mongit us, for no other reaſon than that they come 
from London. For no ſooner is the arrival of one 
of thete difleminators of knowledge known in the 
country, than we crowd about him trom every quar- 
ter, and, by innumerable enquiries, Hatter him in- 
to an opinion ot his own importance. He ſecs him- 
felt ſurrounded by multitudes, who propoſe their 
doubts, and refer their controverſies to him, as to 
a being deſcended from ſome nobler region, and he 
grows on a ſudden oraculous and infallible, ſolves 
all dificulties, and ſets all objections at defiance. 


THERE is, in my opinion, great reaſon for ſu- 
ſpecting, that they ſometimes take advantage of this 
E 2 revgrential 
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reverential modeſty, and impoſe upon ruſtic under. 
ſtandings with a falſe ſnew of univerſal intelligence; 
for I do not find that they are willing to own theme 
ſelves ignorant of any thing, or that they diſmiſs 
any enquirer with a poſitive and deciſive anſwer, 
The court, the city, the park, and exchange, are to 
thoſe men of unbounded obſervation equally fami- 
liar z and they are alike ready to tell the hour at 
which ſtocks will riſe, or the miniſtry be changed. 


A $HoRrT reſidence at London entitles a man 
to knowledge, to wit, to politeneſs, and to a deſpo- 
tic and dictatorial power of preſcribing to the rude 
multitude, whom he condeſcends to honour with 
a biennial viſit; yet, I know not well upon what 
motives I have lately found myſelf inclined to ca- 


veneration, till we are more authentically convinced 
of the merits of the claimant. 


years ago, one Frolick, a tall boy, with lank hair, 
was taken from the ſchool in this pariſh, and ſent 


amongſt us no proofs of a genius deſigned by na- 
ture for extraordinary performances, he was, from 


there any talk of his vices or virtues, his good or 
his ill fortune, till laſt ſummer a report burſt upon 
us, that Mr Frolick was come down in the firſt 
poſt-chaiſe which this village had ſeen, having tra- 
velled with ſuch rapidity, that one ot his poſtilions 
had broke his leg, and another narrowly eſcaped 
ſuffocation in a quickſand; but that Mr Frolick 
ſeemed totally unconcerned, for ſuch things were 
never heeded at London. 


Mr FRroOLICK next day appeared among the 
gentlemen, 


8 EY . 


vil at this preſcription, and to doubt whether it be 
not, on ſome occaſions, proper to with-hold our 


IT is well remembered here, that, about ſeven | 
remarkable for ſtealing eggs, and ſucking them, 


up to London to ſtudy the law. As he had given | 


the time of his departure, totally forgotten: nor was | 
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gentlemen, at their weekly meeting on the bowling- 
green, and now were ſeen the effects of a London 
education. His dreſs, his language, his ideas, were 
all new; and he did not much endeavour to con- 
ceai his contempt of every thing that differed from. 
the opinions or practice of the modiſh world. He 
ſhewed us the deformity of our ſkirts and ſleeves, 
informed us where hats of the proper ſize were to 
be ſold, and recommeaded to us the reformation. 
of a thouſand abſurdities in our clothes, our cooke- 
ry, and our coaverlation. When any of his phraſes 
were unintellizible, he could not ſuppreſs the joy 
of confeſſæd ſuperiority; but frequently delayed the 
explanation, that he might enjoy his triumph over 
our barbarity. | | 

WHEN: he is pleaſed to entertain us with a ſtory, 
he takes care to crowd intoit names of ſtreets, ſquares, 
and buildings, with which he knows we arc unac- 
quainted. Phe favourite topics of his diſcourſe are 
the pranks of drunkards, and the tricks put upon 
country-gentlæmen by porters and link- boys. When 
he is with ladies, he tells them of the innumerable 
pleaſures to which he can introduce them; but ne- 
ver fails to hint, how much they will be deficient, 
at their firſt arrival, in the knowledge of the town. 
What it is to know the town, he has not indeed 
hitherto informed us, though there is no phraſe (o- 
frequent in his mouth, nor any ſcience which he 
appears to'think of ſo great a value, or fo difficult 
attainment, 


BuT my curioſity has been moſt engaged by the: 
recital of his-owa adventures and atchievements. TE. 
have heard-or the union of various characters ins 
ſingle perſons, but never met with ſuch a conſtella- 
tion of great qualities as this man's narrative affords. 
Wnatever has diſtinguithed the hero; whatever has: 
elevated the wit; whatever has endeared the lover, 
are all concentered in Mr Frolick; whoſe lite has, 
tor teven years, been a regular interchange of in- 
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trigues, dangers, and waggeries, and who has di- 
ſtinguiſhed himſelf in every character that can be 
feared, envied, or admired. 


I QUESTION whether all the officers of the royal 
navy can bring together, from all their journals, a 
collection of ſo many wonderful eſcapes as this man 
has known upon the 'Thames, on which he has 
been a thouſand and a thouſand times on the point 
of periſhing; ſometimes by the terrors of fooliſh 
women in the ſame boat; ſometimes by his own ac- 


 knowledged imprudence in paſſing the river in the 
dark; and ſometimes by ſhooting the bridge, under 


which he has rencountered mountainous waves, and 


dreadful cataracts. 


Non leſs has been his temerity by land, nor few- 
er his hazards. He has reeled with giddineſs on 
the top of the Monument; he has croſſed the 
ſtreet amidſt the ruſh of coaches ; he has been fur- 
rounded by robbers without number; he has head- 
ed parties at the play-houte; he has ſcaled the win- 
dows of every toaſt of whatever condition; he has 
been hunted for whole winters by his rivals ; he has 
ſlept upon bulks ; he has cut chairs; he has bilked 
coachmen; he has reſcued his friends from the 
bailifts ; has knocked down the conſtable z has bulli- 
ed the juſtice; and performed many other exploits, 


that have filled the town with wonder, and with 


merriment. 


Bur yet greater is the fame of his underſtanding 
than his bravery ; for he informs us, that he 1s, at 
London, the eſtabliſhed arbitrator of all points of 
honour, and the deciſive judge of all performances 
of genius; that no muſical performer is in reputa- 
tion, till the opinion of Frolick has ratificd his pre- 
tenſions; that the theaires ſufpend their ſentence 
till be begins the clap or hiſs, in which all are proud 


or 
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11 or ſucceeded, but becauſe he oppoſed or favoured it; Y = 
be that all controverſies at the gaming-table are refer- 1 
| red to his determination; that he adjuſts the cere- 

monial at every aflembly, and preſcribes every 


al W- faſhion of pleature or of dreſs. 

a 
an W1TH every man whoſe name occurs in the pa- 
as pers of the day, he is intimately acquainted z and 
nt there are very tew poſts, either in the ſtate or ar- 
1h my, of which he has not more or leſs influenced 
c- the diſpoſal. He has been very frequently con- 
he ſulted both upon war and peace; but the time is 
er not yet come when the nation thall know how much 
nd it is indebted to the genius of Frolick. 


YET, notwithſtanding all theſe declarations, I 


w- cannot hitherto pertuade myſelf to ſee that Mr Fro- 
on lich has more wit, or knowledge, or courage, than 
he the reſt of mankind; or that any uncommon en- 
ir- largement of his faculties has happened in the time 
d- of his abſence. For when he talks on tubjects 
in- known to the reſt of the company, he has no ad- 
das vantage over us, but by catches ot interruption, 
1as briſkneſs of interrogation, and pertneis ot con— 
cd tempt; and therefore if he has tiunned the world 
he with his name, and gained a place in the firſt ranks 
li- of humanity, I cannot but conclude, that either a 
ts, little underſtanding conters eminence at London, 
ith or that Mr Frolick thinks us unworthy ot the exer= 


tion of his powers, or that his tacultics are benumb- 
ed by rural ſtupidity, as the magnetic needle lotes 


ng its animation in the polar cluncs, 

at 

of I woULD not, however, like many haſty philoſo- 
ces phers, ſearch after the caute, till I am certain ot the 
ta- elfect; and therefore I deſire to be inturmed, he- 
re- ther you have yet heard the great name of Mr Fro- 
ACE lick. If he is celebrated by other tongues than his 
ud own, I ſhall willipgly propagate his praiſe; but if 
led he has ſwelled among us with empty boatis, and 


honours 


1 
1 
1 
1 
; 
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honours conferred only by himſelf, I ſhall treat him 
with ruſtic ſincerity, and drive him, as an impoſtor, 


from this part of the kingdom to fome region of 


more credulity. | 


RU RICOLI. 


o N * 
E — 
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Nunc ego Triptolemi cuperem conſcendere currus,, 
Miſit im ignotam qui rude jemen humum : 

Nunc ego M yea villem franare dracones, 
Dus hbabuit fugiens arva, Cor inthe, tua; 

Nunc ego jattandas aptarem jumere pennas, 
Sive tuas, Perjeu; Ladale, five tuas. Ovid. 


Now would I moant his car, whoſe bounteous hand 
Firit ſow'd with teen.ing ſegd the furrow'd land: 
Now to Mecæa's dragons fix my reigns, 
That ſwiftly bore her from Coriuthian plains ; 
Now on Dædalian waxen pinions (tray, 
Or thoſe which wafted Perſeus on his way. 

F. Lewis 


n A A MB L. E X. 


S.. 
AM a young woman of a very large fortune, 
which, it my parents would have been perſuaded 
to comply with the rules and cuſtoms ot the polite 
part of mankind, might long ſince have raited me 
to the higheſt honours of the female world; but fo- 
ſtrangely have they hitherto contrived to waſte my 
life, that I am now on the borders of twenty, with- 
out having ever danced, but at our monthly aticm- 
bly, or been toaſted but among a few gentlemen of 
the neighbourhood, or ſeen any company in which 
it was worth a with to be diſtinguithed, 


Mr 
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im Mr father having impaired his patrimony, in ſo- 

5 licciting a place at court, at laſt grew wiſe enough to 

of ceaſe his purſuit; and, to repair the conſequences of 

| expenſive attendance and negligence of his affairs, 

married a lady much older than himſelf, who had 

lived in the faſhionable world till the was contidered 

he as an incumbrance upon parties of pleaſure, and, 

as I can collect from incidental informations, re- 

tired from gay aſſemblies juſt time enough to eſcape 
. the mortification of univerſal neglect. 


SHE was, however, ſtill rich, and not yet wrink- 
led; my father was too diſtreſsfully embarraſſed to 
think much on any thing but the means of extrica- 
tion : and though it is not likely that he wanted 
the delicacy which polite converſation will always 

< produce in underſtandings not remarkably detective; 

yet he was contented with a match by which he 

n might be ſet free from inconveniencies that would 
have deſtroyed all the pleaſures of imagination, and 

| taken from ſoftneſs and beauty the power of de- 
lighting. 


> As they were both ſomewhat diſguſted with their- 
treatment in the world, and married, though with- 
out any diſlike of each other, yet principally for the 
ſake of ſetting themſelves free from dependence on 
caprice or faſhion, they ſoon retired into the coun- 
try, and devoted their lives to rural butinets and di- 
verſions. : 


Tater had not much reaſon to regret the change 
of their ſituation ; for their vanity, which had ſo 
long been tormented by neglect and diſappointment, 
was here gratificd with every honour that could be 
paid them. Pheir long familiarity with public life 
made them the oracles of all thoſe who afpircd to. 
intelligence or politencts. My father dictated po- 
litics; my mother preſcribed the mode; and it was 

: | ſufficient 
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that they were known to viſit at Mrs Courtly's. 


ſufficient to entitle any family to ſome confideration, 


In this ſtate they were, to ſpeak in the ſtile of ] 
novelliſts, made happy by the birth of your corre- wo 
ſpondent. My parents had no other child; I was live 
theretore not brow-beaten by a ſaucy brother, or ent 
loſt in a multitude of co-heirefles, whoſe tortunes cel! 
being equal, would probably have conferred equal cor 
merit, and procured equal regard; and as my mo- twe 
ther was now old, my underſtanding and my perſon ind 
had fair play, my enquiries were not checked, my dre 
advances towards importance were not reprefled, 
and I was ſoon ſuffered to tell my own opinions, 
and early accuſtomed to hear my own praites. co. 

; get 

By theſe accidental advantages I was much ex- ing 
alted above the young ladies with whom I con- bri 
verſed, and was treated by them with great defe- an 
rence. I ſaw none who did not ſeem to confeſs my | 
ſuperiority, and to be held in awe by the ſplendour 
of my appearance; for the fondneis of my father pl: 

made himſelf pleaſed to fee me dreſſed, and my mo- an 
ther had no vanity nor expences to hinder her from ſo1 
concurring with his inclinations. th; 
va 

Tus, Mr Rambler, I lived without much de- {h 
fire after any thing beyond the circle of our viſits; th: 
and here I ſhould have quietly continued to portion ve 
out my time among my books, and my needle, and fat 
my company, had not my curiolity been every mo- th 
ment excited by the converſation of my parents, th 
who, whenever they ſit down to familiar prattle, and m 
endeavour the entertainment of each other, imme- th 
diately tranſport themſelves to London, and relate by 
ſome adventure in a hackney- coach, ſome frolic at ne 
a maſquerade, ſome converſation in the park, or in 
ſome quarrel at an aſſembly, diſplay the magnifi— co 
cence of a birth. night, relate the conqueſts of maids T4 
of honour, or give a kiſtory of diverſions, ſhows, an 


and 
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and entertainments, which I had never known but 
from their accounts. 


I aM ſo well verſed in the hiſtory of the gay 
world, that I can relate, with great punctuality, the 
lives of all the laſt race of wits and beautres ; can 
enumerate, with exact chronology, the whole ſuc- 
ceſſion of celebrated fingers, muſicians, tragedians, 
comedians, and harlequins; can tell to the laſt 
twenty years all the changes of fathions ; and am, 
indeed, a complete antiquary with reſpect to head- 
dreſſes, dances, and operas. 


You will eafily imagine, Mr Rambler, that I 
could not hear theſe narratives, for ſixteen years to- 
gether, without ſuffering ſome impreſſion, and wiſh- 
ing myſelf nearer to thoſe places where every hour 
brings ſome new pleaſure, and life is deveriified with 
an unexhauſted ſucceſſion of felicity. 


I INDEED often aſked my mother, why ſhe left a 

place which ſhe recollected with ſo much delight, 8 
and why the did not viſit London once a-year, like N 
ſome other ladies, and initiate me in the world by : 
ſhowing me its amuſements, its grandeur, and its 
variety. But the always told me, that the days which 
ſhe had ſeen were ſuch as will never come again 
that all diverſion 1s now degenerated; that the con- 
verſation of the preſent age is inſipid; that their 
faihions are unbecoming, their cuſtoms abſurd, and 
their morals corrupt; that there is no ray left of 
the genius which enlightened the times that the re- 
members 1 ; that no one who had ſeen, or heard, 

the ancient performers, would be able to bear the 
bunglers of this deſpicable age; and that there is 
now neither politeneſs, nor pleaſure, nor virtue, 
in the world. She therefore aſſures me, that ſhe 
conſults my happineſs by Keeping me at home; for 
I ſhould now find nothing but vexation and diſguſt, 

and ihe ſhould by aſhamed to ſee me pleaſed 5 
uch 
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ſuch fopperies and trifles, as take up the thoughts 
of the preſent ſet of young people. 


Wirz this anſwer I was kept quiet forfeveral 
years, and thought it no great inconveniente to be 
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gentleinan and his ſiſter came down to paſs a few 
months with one of our neighbours. They had ge- 
nerally no great regard for the country-Jladies, but 
diſtinguiſhed me by particular complaiſance; and, 
as we grew intimate, gave me fuch a detail of the 
elegance, the ſplendour, the mirth, the happineſs 
of the town, that I am reſolved to be no longer 
buried in ignorance and obſcurity, but to ſhare with 
other wits the joy of being admired, and divide with 
other beauties the empire of the world. 
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I Do not find, Mr Rambler, upon a deliberate 
and impartial compariſon, that I am excelled by 
Belinda in beauty, in wit, in judgment, in know- 
ledge, or in any thing, but a kind of pay, lively 
familiarity, by which the mingles with ſtrangers as 
with perſons long acquainted, and which enables 
her to diſplay her powers without any obſtruction, 
heſitation, or confuſion. Yet the can relate a thou- 
ſand civilities paid to her in public; can produce, 
from a hundred lovers, letters filled with praiſes, 
proteſtations, ecſtaſies, and deſpair; has been hand- 
ed by dukes to her chair; has been the occaſion of 
innumerable quarrels; has paid twenty viſits in an 
afternoon ; been invited to ſix balls in an evening ; 
and been forced to retire to lougings in the country 
from the importunity of court{hip, and the fatigue 
of pleaſure. | 


I TELL you, Mr Rambler, I will ſtay here no 
longer. I have at laſt prevailed upon my mother 
to ſend me to town, and ſhall ſet out in three weeks 
on the grand expedition, I intend to live in pu— 
blic, and to crowd into the winter every pleafure 
| which 


confined to the country, till laſt ſummer a young 
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| which money can purchaſe, and every honour which 
beauty can obtain. | | 


2. 


Bur this tedious interval how ſhall I endure ? 
Cannot you alleviate the miſery of delay, by ſome 
pleaſing deſcription of the entertainments of the 
town? I can read, I can talk, I can think of no- 
thing elſe ; and if you will not ſooth my impatience, 
heighten my ideas, and animate my hopes, you may 


d, Wy write for thoſe who have more leiſure, but are not 
ie to expect any longer the honour of being read by: 
f I thoſe eyes which are now intent only on conque 


and deſtruction.  RaroDOCLIA. 
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Habebat ſape ducentos, 

Sepe decem ſervos : modo reges atque tetrarchar, 
Omnia magna l:quens : modo, fit mibi men/a tripes, et 
Concha ſalis puri, et t1ga, que aefendere ſrigus, 
Quamvis craſſa, queat. \-Hor. 


Now with two hundred ſlaves he crowds his train; 
Now walks with ten. In high and haughty ſtrain 
At morn, of kings and governors he prates ; 

| At night“ A frugal table, O ye fates, 

885 « A little ſhell the ſacred ſalt to hold, 


d- and clothes, though coarſe, to keep me from 
of * the cold.” FRANCIS». 
an be 
try T has been remarked, perhaps, by every writer, 
1 who has left behind him obtervations upon lite, 
that no- man is pleaſed with his prefent ſtate, which 
proves equally unſatis factory, ſays Horace, whether 
- tallen upon by chance, or choſen with deliberation; 
ger Noe are always diſguſted with ſome circumſtance or 


other of our ſituation, and imagine the condition of 
cks thi . j | > 
d. chers more abundant in bleſſings, or leis expoſed to 
P' calamities. 
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THIS. univerſal diſcontent has been generally 
mentioned with great ſeverity of cenſure, as unrea- 


ſonable in itſelf, ſince of two, equally envious of 
efich other, both cannot have the larger ſhare of 


happineſs, and as tending to darken life with unne- 


ceflary gloom, -by withdrawing our minds from the 
contemplation and enjoyment of that ' happineſs 
which our ſtate affords us, and fixing our attention 
upon foreign objects, which we only behold to de- 


preſs ourſelves, and increaſe our mitery by injurious. 


compariſons, 


. WHEN this opinion of the felicity of others pre- 
dominates in the heart, ſo as to excite reſolutions 
of obtaining, at whatever price, the condition to 
which ſuch tranſcendent privileges are ſuppoſed to 
be annexed ;z when it burſts into action, and produces 
fraud, violence, and injuſtice, it is to be purſued 
with all the rigour of legal puniſhments, But while 
operating only upon the thoughts, it diſturbs none 
but him who has happened to admit it, and, how- 
eyer it may interrupt content, makes no attack on 
piety or virtue, I cannot think it fo far criminal or 
ridiculous, but that it may deſerve ſome pity, and 
admit ſome excule, 


THAT all are equally happy, or miſerable, I ſup- 
pole none is ſufficiently enthuſiaſtical ro maintain; 
becauſe, though we cannot judge of the condition 


of others, yet every man has found frequent vicil- ' 


ſitudes in his own ſtate, and mult therefore be con- 
vinced that life is ſuſceptible of more or leſs felicity. 
What then ſhall forbid us to endeavour the altera- 


tion of that which is capable of being improved, and 


to graſp at augmentations of good, when we know 
it poſſiblc to be increaſed, and belicve that any par- 
ticular change of ſituation will increaſe it? 


Ir he that finds himſclf uneaſy may reaſonably 


make efforts to rid himſelt from vexation, all man- 
kind 
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kind have a ſufficient plea for ſome degree of reſt- 
lefſneſs, and the fault ſeems to be little more than 
too much temerity of concluſion, in favour of ſome- 
thing not yet experienced, and too much readineſs 
to believe that the miſery which our own paſſions 
and appetites produce, is brought upon us by acci- 
dental cauſes, and external efficients. : 


d 


IT is, indeed, frequently diſcovered by us, that we 


complained too haſtily of peculiar bardihips, and 
imagined ourſelves diſtinguiſhed by embarrailments, 
in which other claſſes of men are equally entangled. 
We often change a lighter for a greater evil, and 
with ourſelves reſtored again to the ſtate from which 
we thought it deſirable to be delivered. But this 
knowledge, though it is eaſily gained by the trial, 
is not always attainable any other way; and that 
error cannot juſtly be reproached, which reaſon 
could not obviate, nor prudence avoid. - 


To take a view at once diſtinct and comprehenſive 
of human life, with all its intricacies of combination, 
and varieties of connection, is beyond the power of 
mortal inte}ligencies. Of the ſtate with which practice 
his not acquainted us we fnatch a glimpſe, we dif- 
cern a point, and regulate the reſt by paſſion, and 
by fancy. In this enquiry every favourite prejudice, 
every innate defire, is buſy to deceive us. We are 
unhappy, at leatt leſs happy than our nature ſeems 
to admit: we neceſſarily deſire the melioration of 
our lot; what we defire, we very reaſonably leek ; 
and what we ſcek, we are naturally eager to believe 
that we have found. Our confidence is often diſ- 
appointed, but our reaſon is not convinced; and 
there is no man who does not hope for ſomething 
which he has not, though perhaps his wiſhes lie un- 
active, becauſe he foreſees the difficulty of attain - 
ment. As among the numerous ſtudents of Herme- 
tic philoſophy, not one appears to have deſiſted 
from the taik of tranſmutation, from conviction of 
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its impoſſibility, but from wearineſs of toil, or impa- 
tience of delay, a broken body, or exhauſted fortune. 


Ia RE SOLUTION and mutability are often the faults 
of men, whoſe views are wide, and whole imagi- 
nation is vigorous and excurſive, becauſe they can- 
not confine their thoughts within their own boun- 
daries of action, but are continually ranging over 
all the ſcenes of human exiſtence, and conſequently 
are often apt to conceive, that they fall upon new 
regions of pleaſure, and ſtart new poſſibilities of 
happinefs. Ihus they are buſied with a perpetual 
ſucceſſion of ſchemes, and pals their lives in alter- 
nate elation and ſorrow, for want of that calm and 
immoveable acquieſcence in their condition, by 
which men of {lower underſtandings are fixed for 
ever to a certain point, or led on in the plain beaten 
track, which their fathers, and grandſires, have 
trode before him. 


Or two conditions of life equally inviting to the 
proſpect, that will always have the diſadvantage 
which we have already tried; becauſe the evils 
which wehave felt, we cannot extenuate: and though 
we have, perhaps from nature, the power as well of 
aggravating the calamity which we fear, as of heigh- 
tening the blefing we expect; yet in thoſe medita- 
tions which we indulge by choice, and which are 
not forced upon the mind by neceſſity, we have al- 
ways the art of fixing our regard upon the more 


pleaſing images, and ſuffer hope to diſpoſe the lights 


by which we look upon futurity. 


Tu good and ill of different modes of life are 
ſometimes ſo equally oppoſcd, that perhaps no man 
ever yet made his choice between them upon a full 
conviction, and adequate knowledge; and therefore 
fluctuation of will is not more wende ful, when they 
arc propoſed to the election, than oſcillations of a 
beam charged with equal weights, The mind no 

ſooner 


$3 
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fooner imagines itſelf determined by ſome prevalent 
advantage, than ſome convenience of equal weight 
is diſcovered on the other ſide, and the reſolutions: 
which are ſuggeſted by the niceſt examination, are: 
often repented as ſoon as they are taken. 


EUMENES, a young man of great abilities, inhe- 
rited a large eſtate from a father, long eminent in 
conſpicuous. employments. His father, haraſſed. 
with competitions, and perplexed with multiplicity 
of buſineſs, recommended the quiet of a private: 
ſtation with ſo much force, that Eumenes, for ſome 
years, reſiſted. every motion of ambitious wiſhes ;, 
but being once provoked by the fight of oppreſſion, 
which he could not redreſs, he began to think it the 
duty of an honeſt man, to enable himſelf to protect 
others, and gradually felt a defire of greatneſs, ex- 
cited by a thouſand projects of advantage to his 
country. His fortune placed him in the ſenate; his 
knowledge and eloquence advanced him at court; 
and he poſſeſſed that authority and influence, which 
he had reſolved to exert for the happineſs of man- 
kind. 


Hz now became acquainted with greatneſs, and 
was, in a ſhort time, convinced, that, in propor- 
tion as the power of doing well is enlarged, the temp- 
tations to do ill are multiplied and enforced. He felt 
himſelf every moment in danger of being either ſedu- 
ced or driven from his honeſt purpoſes. Sometimes 
a friend was to be gratified, and ſometimes a rival to- 
be cruthed, by means which his couſcience could not 
approve. Sometimes he was forced to comply with 
the prejudices of the public, and ſometimes with 
the ſchemes of the miniſtry. He was, by degrees, 
wearied with perp=tual ſtruggles to unite policy and 
virtue, and went back to retirement, as the ſhcher 
of innocence, perfuaded that he could only hope 
to benefit mankind by a blameleis example of pri- 
vate virtue, Here be ſpent fome years in tranquil- 
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lity and beneficence : but finding that corruption 


increaſed, and falſe opinions in government prevail. 

ed, he thought himſelf again ſummoned to poſts of 
public truſt; from which, new evidence of his own 
weakneſs again determined him to retire. 


Txvs men may be made inconſtant by virtue 
and by vice, by too much or too little thought; 


yet inconſtancy, however dignified by its motives, 


is always to be avoided, becauſe life allows us but 
a ſmall time for enquiry and experiment, and he 
that ſteadily endeavours at excellence, in whatever 
employment, will more benefit mankind than 
he that heſitates in chooſing his part till he is 
called to the performance. The traveller, that re- 
ſolutely follows a rough and winding path, will 
ſooner reach the end of his journey, than he that 
is always changing his direction, and waſtes the 
hours of day-light, in looking tor {ſmoother ground, 
and ſhorter N 


LA 1 
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Idem velle, et idem nelle, ea demum firma amicitia eſt, 
SA; usr. 


To live in friendſhip, is to have the ſame deſires 


and the ſame averſions. 


HEN Socrates was building himſelf a houſe 

at Athens, being aſked by one that obſerved 

the littleneſs of the deſign, why a man ſo eminent 
would not have an abode more ſuitable to his dignt- 
ty? he replicd, that he ſhould think himſelf ſuffi- 
ciertlv accommodated, if he could ſee that narrow 
habitati a filled with real friends. Such was the 
OPiN:UN of this great maſter of human life, concern- 
ing the infrequency of ſuch an union of minds as 
might deſerve the name of friendſhip, that * 
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the multitudes, whom vanity or curioſity, civility or 
eneration, crowded about him, he did not expect, 
that very ſpacious apartments would be neceſſary to 
contain all that ſhould regard him with ſincere 
kindneſs, or adhere to him with ſtead y fidelity, 


So many qualities are, indeed, requiſite to the 
p>Moility of friendſhip, and ſo many accidents mutt 
concur to its riſe and its continuance, that the 
greateſt part of mankind content themſelves with- 
out it, and ſupply its place as they can, with inte- 
reſt and dependence. 


MuLTiTVUuDEs are unqualified for a conſtant and 
warm reciprocation of benevolence, as they are in- 
capacitated for any other elevated excellence, by 
pzrpetual attention to their intereſt, and unreſiſting 
ſubjection to their paſſions. Long habits may ſu- 
perinduce inability to deny any deſire, or repreſs, 
by ſuperior motives, the importunities of any im- 
mediate gratification, and an inveterate ſelfiſhneſs 
will imagine all advantages diminithed in proportion 
as they are communicated. 


Burr not only this hateful and confirmed corrup- 
tion, but many varieties of diſpoſition, not incon- 
ſiſtent with common degrees of virtue, may exclude 
friendſhip from the heart Some, ardent enough in 
their benevolence, and defective neither in officiouſ- 
neſs, nor liberality, are mutable and uncertain, ſoon 
attracted by new objects, diſguſted without offence, 
and alienated without enmity. Others are ſoft and 
flexible, eauly influenced by reports or whiſpers, 
ready to catch alarms from every dubious circum- 
ſtance, and to liſten to every ſuſpicion which envy 
and flattery ſhall ſuggeſt, to follow the opinion of 
ev-ry confident adviſer, and move by the impulſe 
of tie laſt breath. Some are impatient of contra- 
diction, more willing to go wrong by their own 
judgment, 
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judgment, than to be indebted for a better or x 
ſafer way to the ſagacity of another, inclined to 


conſider counſel as intult, and enquiry as want of 
confidence, and to confer their regard on no other 


terms than unreſcrved ſubmiſſion, and implicit com- 
pliance. dome are dark and involved, - equally 
careful to conceal good and bad purpoſes; and 
pleaſed with producing effects by inviſible means, 


and ſhewing their detign only in its execution. 


Others are univerſally communicative, alike open 
to every eye, and cqually profuſe of their own ſe. 
crets, and thoſe of others, without the neceſſary 
vigilance of caution, or the honeſt arts of prudent 


integrity, ready to accuſe without malice, and to 


betray without treachery. Any of theſe may be 
uſeful to the community, and paſs through the 


world with the reputation of good purpoſes and un- 


corrupted morals, but they are unfit for cloſe and 
tender intimacies. He cannot properly be choten 
for a friend, whoſe kindneſs is exhaled by its own 


warmth, or frozen by the firſt blaſt of ſlander; he 


cannot be a uſeful counſellor, who will hear nv 
opinion but his own; he will not much invite con- 
fidence whoſe principal maxim is to ſuſpect; nor 
can the candour and frankneis of that man be much 
eſteemed, who tpreads his arms to human-kind, and 
makes every man, without diſtinction, a deniſon of 
his boſom. 


Tur friendſhip may be at once fond and laſt- 
ing, there muſt not only be equal virtue on each 
part, but virtue of the ſame kind; not only the ſame 
end muſt be propoſcd, but the ſame means muſt be 
approved by both. We are often, by ſuperficial ac- 
compliſhments, and accidental endearments, induced 
to love thoſe whom we cannot eſteem; we are fome- 
times, by great abilities and inconteſtible evidences 
of virtue, compelled to eſteem thoſe whom we can- 
not love. But friendſhip, compounded of -cſteem 
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and love, derives from one its tenderneſs, and its 
permanence from the other; and therefore requires 
not only that its candidates ſhould gain the judg- 
ment, but that they ſhould attract the affections; 
that they ſhould not only be firm in the day of di- 
ſtreſs, but gay in the hour of jollity; not only 
uſeful in exigences, but pleaſing in familiar life; 
their preſence ſhould give cheertulneſs, as well as 
courage, and diſpel alike the gloom of fear and of 
melancholy. 


To this mutual complacency, is generally requiſite 
an uniformity of opinions, at leatt of thoſe ative 
and conſpicuous principles which diſcriminate par- 
ties in government, and ſects in religion, and which 
every day operate more or leſs on the common bu- 
ſineſs of life, For though great tenderneſs has per- 
haps been ſometimes known to continue between 
men eminent in contrary factions ; yet ſuch friends 
are to be ſhewn rather as prodigies than examples; 
and it 1s no more proper to regulate our conduct 
by ſuch inſtances, than to leap a precipice, becauſe 
{ome have fallen from it, and eſcaped with life. 


IT cannot but be extremely difficult to preſerve. 


private kindneſs in the midſt of public oppoſition, 
in which will neceſſarily be involved a thouſand in- 
cidents, extending their influence to converſation 
and privacy. Men engaged by moral or religious 
motives in contrary parties, will generally look with 
different eyes upon every man, and decide almoſt 
every queſtion upon different principles. When 
ſuch occaſions of diſpute. happen, to comply is to 
betray our caule, and to maintain friendſhip by 
cealing to delerve it: to be filent, is to loſe the hap- 
pinels and dignity of independence, to live in perpe- 
tual conſtraint, and to deſert, if not to betray, And 
Wo ſhall determine which of two friends thall yield, 
where neither believes himſelf miſtaken, and both 
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confeſs the importance of the queſtion? What then 
remains but contradiftion and debate? and from 
thoſe what can be expected but acrimony and 


vehemence, the inſolente of triumph, the vexation 


of defeat, and in time a wearineſs of conteſt, and 
an extinction of benevolence? Exchange of endear- 
ments, and intercourſe of civility, may continue in- 
"deed, as boughs may for a while be verdant, when 
the root is wounded ; but the poiton of diſcord is 


infuſed, and though the countenance may preſerve 


its ſmile, the heart is hardening and contracting. 


THAr man will not be long agreeable, whom 
we ſee only in times of ſeriouſneſs and ſeverity ; and 
therefore, to maintain the ſoftneſs and ſerenity of 
benevolence, it is neceflary that friends partake each 
others pleaſures as well as cares, and be led to the 
ſame diverſions by ſimilitude of taſte. This is, how- 


ever, not to be conſidered as equally indiſpenſable ] 


with conformity of principles, becauſe any man may 
honeſtly, according to the precepts of Horace, re- 
fign the gratifications of taſte to the humour of an- 
other; and friendſhip may well deſerve the facrifitc 
of pleaſure, though not of conſcience. 


IT was once confeffed to me, by a painter, that 
no proteflor of his art ever loved another. This 
declaration is fo far juſtified by the knowledge of 
life, as to damp the hopes ot warm and conſtaiit 
friendſhip, between men whom their "ſtudies have 
made competitors, and whom every favourer and 
every cenſurer are hourly mciting againſt each other. 
The utmoſt expectation that experience can warrant, 
is, that they ſhould forbear open hoſtilities, and ſe- 
cret machinations; and when the whole fraternity is 
attacked, be able to unite againſt a common foe. 
Some, however, though few, may perhaps be found, 
in whom emulation has not been able to overpower 
gencrofity, who are diſtinguiſhed from lower beings 
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by nobler motives than the love of fame, and can 
preſerve. the ſacred flame of friendſhip from the 
guſts of pride, and the rubbiſh of intereſt, 


FalxN DSR is ſeldom laſting but between equals, 
or where the ſuperiority on one ſide is reduced by 


ſome equivalent advantage on the other. Benefits 


which cannot be repaid, and obligations which can- 
not be diſcharged, are not commonly found to in- 
creaſe affection; they excite gratitude indeed, and 
heighten veneration, but commonly take away that 


I eaſy freedom, and familiarity of intercourſe, with- 
out which, though there may be fidelity, and zeal, 


and admiration, there cannot be friendſhip. Thus 
imperfect are all earthly bleſſings; the great effect 
of friendſhip is beneficence, yet by the firſt act of 
uncommon kindneſs it is endangered; like plants, 
that bear their fruit and die Yet this conſidera- 


tion ought not to reſtrain bounty, or repreſs com- 


paſſion; for duty is to be preferred before conve- 
nience; and he that loſes part of the pleaſures of 
friendſhip by his generoſity, gains in its place the 
gratulation of his conſcience. | 


NuMB. 65. Tos DA, October 30. 1750, 


Carrit aniles 


Ex re fabellas. Hon. 
The cheerful ſage, when ſolemn dictates fail, 


Conceals the moral counſel in a tale. 


9 AH, the ſon of Abenſina, left the caravan- 
N ſera early in the morning, and purſued his 
journey through the plains of Indoſtan. He was 
treth and vigorous with reſt ; he was animated with 
hope; he was incited by deſire; he walked ſwiftly 
torward over the valleys, and ſaw the hills gradually 

; : | riling 
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riſing before him. As he paſſed along, his ears were 
delighted with the morning ſong of the bird of 
paradiſe; he was fanned by the laſt flutters of the 
ſinking breeze, and ſprinkled with dew by groves 
of ſpices; he ſometimes contemplated the towerin 

height of the oak, monarch of the hills; and ſome- 
times caught the gentle fragrance of the primroſe, 
eldeſt daughter of the ſpring : all his tenſes were 
gratified, and all care was baniſhed from his heart, 


Tu us he went on till the ſun approached his me- 
ridian, and the increaſing heat preyed upon his 
ſtrength ; he then looked round about him for ſome 
more commodious path. He ſaw, on bis right hand, 
a grove that ſeemed to wave its ſhades as a fign of 
invitation; he entered it, and fcund the coolneſs 
and verdure irreſiſtibly pleaſant He did not, how- 
ever, forget whither he was travelling, but found a 
narrow way bordered with flowers, which appeared 
to have the ſame direction with the main road, and 
was pleaſed that, by this happy experiment, he had 


found means to unite pleaſurc with buſineſs, and to. 


gain the rewards of diligence without ſuffering its 
fatigues. He, therefore, ſtill continued to walk for 
a time, without the leaſt remiſſion of his ardour, ex- 
cept that he was ſometimes tempted to {top by the 
muſic of the birds, u hom the heat had afſembled 
in the ſhade; and ſometimes amuled himclf with 
plucking the flowers that covered the banks on ei- 
ther ſide, or the fruits that hung upon the branches. 
At laſt the green path began to decline from its firſt 
tendency, and to wind among hills and thickets, 
cooled with fountains, and murmuring with water- 
falls. Here Obidah pauſed for a time, and began 
to conſider whether it were longer ſafe to forſake the 
known nd common track; but remembering that 
the heat was now in its greateſt violence, and that 
the plain was duſty and uneven, he reſolved to pur- 
ſue the new path, which he ſuppoſed only to make 
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a few meanders, in compliance with the varieties of 
the ground, and to end at laſt in the common 
road. 


HaviNnG thus calmed his ſolicitude, he renewed 
his pace, though he ſuſpected that he was not 
gaining ground. This uncafinels of his mind inclined 
him to lay hold on every new object, and give way 
do every ſenſation that might ſoothe or divert him. 

He liſtened to every echo, he mounted every hill for 
Za freſh proſpect, he turned aſide to every caſcade, 
and pleaſed himſelf with tracing the courſe of a 
gentle river that rolled among the trees, and watered 
» W a large region with innumerable circumvolutions. In 
f W theſe amulements the hours paſſed away uncounted, 
his deviations had perplexed his memory, and he 
knew-not towards what point to travel. He ſtood 
penfire and confuſed; atraid to go forward, left he 
mould go wrong; yet conſcious that the time of 
loitering was now paſt. While he was thus tortured 
with uncertainty, the ſky was overipread with 
clouds, the day vanithed trom before him, and a 
ſudden tempeſt gathered round his head. He was 


remembrance of his folly z; he now ſaw how hap- 
pineſs is loſt when eaſe is conſulted ; he lamented the 
unmanly impatience that prompted him to ſeck 
th thelter in the grove, and deſpiſed the petty curioſity 
e: chat led him on from trifle to trifle. While he was 


es. chus reflecting, the air grew blacker, and a clap of 
rſt under broke his meditation. 

ts, ; 

er- He now reſolved to do what remained vet in his 


an power, to tread back the ground which he had paſſ- 


the Ned, and try to find ſome iſſue where the v ood might 
hat pen into the plain. He proſtrated himſelf on the 
bat ground, and commended his life to the Lord of na- 
ur! are. He role with confidence and tranquillity, and 
"7 retled on with his ſabre in his hand; for the beaſts 


i the deſert were in motion, and on every hand 


„ 4 


Were 


now rouſed, by his danger, to a quick and painful 
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were heard the mingled howls of rage and fear, 
and ravage and expiration; all the horrors of 
darkneſs and ſolitude ſurrounded him; the winds 
roared in the woods, and the torrents tumbled from 


the hills: f : | 


— xt ufo: rar h not” opeope provies 

Eg Ty EY KhAv Curb anneloy bc v Jop, 

Tove Ti Trnagot SuTOv u, EXAUE αονẽSõ' 
Work'd into ſudden rage by wintry ſhow'rs, 
Down the ſteep hill the roaring torrent pours ; 
The mountain ſhepherd hears the diſtant noiſe, 


Tus forlorn and diſtreſſed, he wandered through 
the wild, withont knowing whether he was going, 
or whether he was every moment drawing nearer 
to ſafety or to deſtruction. At length, not tear, but 
labour, began to overcome him ; his breath grew 
hort, and his knees trembled ; and he was on the 
point of lying down in reſignation to his fate, when 
he beheld through the brambles the glimmer of a 


taper. He advanced towards the light, and finding 


that it proceeded from the cottage of a hermit, he 
called humbly at the door, and obrained admiſſion, 
The old man ſet before him ſuch proviſions as he 
had collected for himſelf, on which Obidah ted 


with eagerneſs and gratitude. 


WHEN the repaſt was over, “ Tell me,” ſaid the 
hermit, “ by what chance thou haſt been brought 
wy hither ; ; 1 have been now twenty years an inhabi- 
&«& tant of the wilderneſs, in which I never ſaw 
«© man before.” Obidah then related the occur: 
rences of his journey, without any concealment or 


palliation. 


« SON,” ſaid the hermit, “ let the errors and fol. 
« hes, the dangers and eſcape of this day, fink deep 
« into thy heart. Remember, my ſon, that human 
« life is the journey of a day. We rife in the morn 
« jog of youth, full of vigour, and full of expecta. 
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f « tion z we ſet forward with ſpirit and hope, with 
« gaiety, and with diligence, and travel on a while in 
« the ſtraight road ot piety towards the manſions of 
reſt, In a ſhort time, we remit our tervour, and en- 


deavour to find ſome mitigation of our duty, and 
{ome more eaſy means of obtaining the fame end. 
We then relax our vigour, and relolve no long- 
er to be terrified with crimes at a diſtance, but 
rely upon our own conſtancy, and venture to ap- 
proach what we reſolve never to touch. We 
thus enter the bowers of eaſe, and repoſe in the 
{hides of ſecurity. Here the heart foftens, and 
vigilance ſubſides : we are then willing to enquire 
whether another advance cannot be made, and 
whether we may not, at leaſt, turn our eyes upon 
the gardens of pleaſure. We approach them with 
{cruple and heſitation; we enter them, but enter 
timorous and trembling, and always hope to paſs 
through them, without loting the road of virtue, 
which we, for a while, keep in our fight, and to 
which we propoſe to return. But temptation ſuc- 
ceeds temptation, and one compliance prepares us 
for another; we in time loſe the happinets of in- 
Hence, and tolace our diſquict with ſenſual gra- 
:ifications, By degrees we let fall the remem- 
brance of our original intention, and quit the 


* miy adequate object of rational deſire. We en- 


tangle ourſelves in bulincis, emerge ourſelves in 
luxury, and rove through the labyrinths of in- 
conſtancy, till the darkneſs of old age begins to 
invade us, and diſeaſe and anxiety obſtruct our 
way. We then look back upon our lives with hor- 
ror, with ſorrow, with repentance; and with, but 
too often vainly wiſh, that we had not turiaken 
the ways of virtue. Happy are they, my ſon, who 
{hall learn, from thy example, not to deſpair, but 
{hall remember, that though the day is paſt, and 
their ſtrength 1s waſted, there yet remains one ef- 


n. fort to be made; that reformation is never hope- 


ta- 60 


leſs, nor ſincere endeavours ever unaſſiſted; that 
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« the wanderer may at length return after all his 
errors; and that he who implores ſtrength and 
« courage from above, ſhall find danger and diff. 
e culty give way before him. Go now, my fon, to 
ce thy repole ; commit thyſelf to the care of omni- 
« potence; and when the morning calls again to 
„ toil, begin anew thy journey and thy life.“ 


— 


K 


NuMB. 66. SATURDAY, November 3. 1750, 


Pauci dignoſcere poſſunt 


Vera bona, atgue ullis mulium diverſa, remota, 
Erroris nebula. Joy, 


— — How few 
Know their own good ; or, knowing it, purſue ? 
How void of reaſon are our hopes and fears! 


D& YDEN, 


6 folly of human wiſhes and purſuits has 
| always been a ſtanding ſubject of mirth and 
declamation, and has been ridiculed and lamented 
from age to age ; till perhaps the fruitleſs repetition 
of complaints and centures may be juſtly nu:ered 
among the ſubjects of cenſure and complaint. 


Sou of theſe inſtructors of mankind have not 
contented themſelves with checking the overflows 
of pation, and lopping the exuberance of deſire, but 
have attempted to deſtroy the root as well as the 
branches; and not only to confine the mind within 
bounds, but to ſmooth it for ever by a dead calm. 
They have employed their reaſon and eloquence to 
perſuade us, that nothing is worth the with of a wile 
man; have repreſented all earthly good and evil as 
indifferent, and counted among vulgar errors the 
dread of pain, and the love of lite, 


IT is almoſt always the unhappineſs of a victorious 
diſputant, to deſtroy his own authority, by claim: 
13 
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ing too many conſequences, or diffuſing his propo- 
{icion to an indefenſible extent, When we have 
heated our zeal in a cauſe, and elated our confidence 
with ſucceſs, we are naturally inclined to purſuethe 
ſame train of reatoning, to eſtabliſh ſome collateral 
truth, to remove ſome adjacent difficulty, and to 
take in the whole comprehenſion of our ſyſtem. As 
a prince, in the ardour of acquiſition, is willing to 
{:cure-his firſt conqueſt by the addition of another, 
add fortreſs to fortreſs, and city to city, till deſpair 


and opportunity turn his enemies upon him, and he 


loſcs in a moment the glory of a reign. 


Tux philoſophers having found an eaſy victory 
over thoſe deſires which we produce in ourtelves, 
and which terminate in ſome imaginary ſtate of hap- 
pineſs unknown and unattainable, proceeded to make 
turthcr inroads upon the heart, and attacked at 
laſt our ſenſes and our inſtincts. They continued 
to war upon nature with arms, by which only tolly 
could be conquered; they theretore loſt the trophies 
of their former combats, and were conſidered no 
longer with reverence or regard. 


YET it cannot be with juſtice denied, that theſe 
men have been very utcful monitors, and have left 
many proots of {trung reaſon, deep penetration, and 
accurate attention to the atfairs of life, which it is 
now our buſineſs to ſeparate from the foam of a 
boiling imagination, and to apply judiciouſly to our 
own uſe. They have thewn that moſt of the con- 
ditions of life, which raiſe the envy of the timorous, 
and route the ambition of the daring, are empty 
ſhows of felicity, which, when they become fami- 
kar, loſe their power of delighting z and that the 
molt proſperous and exalted have very few advan- 
tages over a mi aner and more obſcure fortune, when 
their dangers and ſolicitudes are balanced againſt 
Wir cquipage, their banquets, and their palaces. 
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IT is natural for every man uninſtructed to r ur. 
mur at his condition, becauſe in the general infe. 
licity of life, he feels his own miſerics, without 
knowing that they are common to all the reſt of 
the ſpecies; and therefore though he will not be 
leſs ſenſible of pain, by being told that others are 
equally tormented, he will at Icaſt be freed from 
the temptation of ſeeking, by perpetual changes, that 
eaſe which is no where to be found, and though his 
diſeaſe ſtill continues, he eſcapes the hazard of ex- 
aſperating it by remedies. 


I ux gratifications which affluence of wealth, ex. 
tent of power, and eminence of reputation, con- 
fer, muſt be always, by their own nature, confincd 
to a very ſmall number; and the life of the greater 
part of mankind muſt be loft in empty withes and 
painful compariſons, were not the balm of philo- 
ſophy ſhed upon us, and our diſcontent at the ap- 
pearances of unequal diftribution ſoothed and ap- 
peaſed. 


Ir ſeemed, perhaps, below the dignity of the 
great maſtexs of moral learning, to defcend to fa- 
miliar life, and caution mankind againſt that petty 
ambition, which is known among us by the name 
of vanity z which yet had becn an undert:iking not 
unworthy of the longeſt beard, and molt ſolemn 
auiterity. For thcugh the paſſions of little minds, 
acting in low ſtations, do not fill the worid with 
bloodihed and devaſtations, or mark, by great 
events, the periods of time, yet they torture the 
breait on which they ſeize, inicit ihouie that are 
placed within the reach ot their influence, dettroy 
private quiet and private virtue, and undermine in- 
tcalicly the happincls of the world. 


Tur deſire of excellence is laudable, but is very 
frequentiy ill directed, We fall, by chance, inte 
fome clals of mankind, and, without contuiting na- 
ture 
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ture or wiſdom, reſolve io gain their regard by thoſe 
cualitics which they happen to stteem. I once 
knew a man remarkably dim ſighted, who, by con- 
verting much with country gentlemen, found him- 
ſelf irrefiitibly determined to jylvan honours. His 
great ambition was to thoot flying, and he therefore 
ſpent whole days in the woods puriuing game; 
which, bciore hc was near enough to tee them, his 
approach trighted away. 


1 | 

WHEN it happens that the deſire tends to objects 
which produce no competition, it may be overlook- 
ed with ſome indulgence, becauſe, however fruit- 
leis or abturd, it cannot have ill effects upon the 
morals. But moſt of our enjoyments owe their va- 
luc to the peculiarity ot pofleffion; and when they 
are rated at too high a value, give occaſion to ſtra- 


tagems of malignity, and incite oppoſition, hatred, 


and defamation. Lhe conteſt of two rural beauties 
for preference and diſtinction, is often ſufficiently 
ken and rancorous to fill their breaſts with all thote 
peſgñlons, which are gen-<rally thought the curſe only 


| of icnates, of armics, and of couris; and the rival 


dancers of an obſcure atlembly have their partiſans 


and abetkors, often not Icls cxatperated againſt each 


other, than thoſe who are promoting the intereſts 
ot rival monarchs. 


IT is common to conſider thoſe whom we find 
ntc&ed with an unreatonable regard tor trifling 
accompliſhments, as chargeable with all the conſe- 
quences of their folly, and as the authors of their 
own unhappineſs: but, perhaps, thole whom we 
thus {corn or detett, have morcç claim to tend-rnets 
tran has been yet allowed them. B.torc we permit 


| our ſeverity to break looſe upon any fault or error, 


ve ought turcly to confider how much we have 


countenanced or promoted it. We lee multitudes 


buly in the purſuit of riches, at the expence or wil- 
dom and of virtue; but we ſee the ret os mankind 
appruVing, 
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approving their conduct, and inciting their eager. 
neſs, by paying that regard and deference to wealth, 
which. wiſdom and virtue only can deferve. We 
ſee women univerially jealous of the reputation of 
their beauty, and trequently look with contempt-on 
the care with which they ſtudy their complexions, 
endeavour to preſerve or to ſupply the bloom of 
youth, regulate every ornament, twiſt their hair 
into curls, and ſhade their faces from the weather, 
We recommend the care of their nobler part, and 
tell them how little addition is made by all their 
arts to the graces of the mind. But when was it 
known that female goodmels or knowledge was able 
to attract that officivuſneis, or inſpire that ardour, 
which beauty produces whenever it appears? And 
with what hope can we endeavour ro perſuade the 
ladies, that the time ſpent at the toilet is loft in va- 
nity, when they have every moment ſome new con- 
viction, that their intereſt is more effectually pro- 
moted by a ribband well diipoſed, than by the 
brighteſt act of heroic virtue. 


In every inſtance of . vanity it will be found, that 
the blame ought to be ſhared among more than it 
generally reaches; all who exalt trifles by 1ummo- 
derate praiſe, or inſtigate needleſs emulation by in- 
vidious incitements, are to be conſidered as pervert- 
ers of reafon, and corrupters of the world : and 
ſince every man is obliged to promote happineſs and 
virtue, he ſhould be caretul not to miſlead unwary 
minds, by appearing to {ct too high à value upon 
things by which no real excellence is conferred. 
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Nous. 67. FTutsDay, November 6. 1750. 
f . 

, Ai J txtides Proxuc: puyadac, dg dog, 

z Karng NEN, WHAT ANV Ge. EvRIlY 
Exiles, the proverb ſays, ſubſiſt on hope. 

i Deluſive hope (till points to diſtant good, 

To good that mocks approach. 

: HERE is no temper ſo generally indulged as 
y hope : other paſſions operate by ſtarts on 


particular occaſions, or in certain parts of life; but 
0 hope begins with the firſt power of comparing our 
actual with our poſſible ſtate, and attends us 


e through every ſtage and period, always urging us 
„forward to new acquiſitions, and holding out ſome 
” W Gittant bleſſing to our view, promiſing us either re- 
: lict from pain, or increaſe ot happineſs. 


Horx is neceſſary in every condition. The mi- 
ſerics of poverty, ot ſickneſs, of captivity, would, 
without this comfort, be inſupportable; nor does it 
appear that the happi-ſt lot of terreſtrial exiſtence 
can ſet us above the want of this general bleſſing; 
or that life, when the gifts of nature and of fortune 
are accumulated upon it, would not (till be wretch- 
ed, were it not elevated and delighted by the expec- 
tation of ſome new poſſeſſion, of ſome enjoyment 
yet behind, by which the with thall be at laſt ſatiſ- 
| ficd, and the hearr filled up to its utmoſt extent, 


Hoes is, indeed, very fallacious, and promiſes 
what it ſeldom gives; but its promiles are more va- 
luable than the gifts of fortune, and it ſeldom fru- 
[rates us, without aſſuring us of recompenſing the 
delay by a greater bounty. 


I was muſing on this 8 inclination, which 
every man feels to deceive himſelf, and conſidering 


the 


70 
the advantages and dangers proceeding from this 
gay proſpect of futurity, when, falling aſleep, on 
a ſudden I found myſelf placed im a garden, of 
which my fight could deſcry no limits. Every 
ſcene about me was gay and gladſome, light with 
ſun-ſhine, and fragrant with perfumes ; the ground 
was printed with all the variety of ſpring, and al 
the choir of nature was ſinging in the proves, 
When 1 had recovered from the firſt raptures, with 
which the confuſion of pleaſure had for a time en- 
tranced me, I began to take a particular and del. 
berate view of this delightful region. I. then per. 
ceived that I had yet higher gratifications to expett; 
and that, at a ſmall diſtance from me, there were 
brighter flowers, clearer fountains, and more loft 
groves, Where the birds, which 1 yet heard but 
faintly, were excrting all the power of melody, 
The trees about me were beautiful with verdure, 
and fragrant with blofloms; but J was tempted to 
le ve them by the ſight of ripe fruits, which ſcem- 
ed to hang only to be plucked. | therefore walked 
haſtily forwards, bur tound, as I proceeded, that 
the colours of the fieid faded at my approach, the 
fruit fell before I reached it, the birds flew {il 
finging before me; and though | preſſed onward 
with great celerity, I was ſtill in fight of pleatures 
of which [could not yet gain the poſſeſſion, and 
which ſeemed to mock my diligence, and to reti 
as I advanced. | 


T novo I was confounded with ſo many alter- 
nations of joy and grief, I yet perſiſted to go fer: 
ward, in hopes that theſe tugitive delights would 
in time be overtaken. At length, I ſaw an innu. 
merable multitude of every age and ſex, who feem- 
ed all to partake of fome general felicity; for ever] 
cheek was fluſhed with confidence, and every ehe 
ſparkled with eagerneſs: yet each appeared to hab 


ſome particular and ſecret pleaſure, and very fe" 
| wert 
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were willing to communicate their intentions, or 
extend their concern beyond themſclves. Moſt of 
them ſeemed, by the rapidity of their motion, too 
[buſy to gratify the curioſity of a ſtranger, and 
therefore I was content for a while to gaze upon 
them, without interrupting them with troubleſome 
enquiries. At laſt, I obſerved one man worn with 
time, and unable to ſtruggle in the crowd; and, 
| therefore, ſuppoſing him more at leiſure, 1 began 
to accoſt him: but he turned from me with anger, 
and told me, he muſt not be diſturbed, for the 
great hour of projection was now come, when 
Mercury ſhould loſe his wings, and flavery ſhould 
no longer dig the mine for gold, 


I LEFT him, and attempted another, whoſe ſoft- 
neſs of mien, and eaſy movement, gave me reaſon 
to hope for a more agreeable reception : but he told 
me, with a low bow, that nothing would make him 
more happy than an opportunity of ſerving me, 
which he could not now want ; for a place which 
he had been twenty years ſoliciting, would be toon 
vacant. From him I had recourſe to the next, who 
was departing in haſte to take poileſſion of the e- 
ſtate of an uncle, who, by the courſe of nature, 
could not live long. He that followed was prepa- 
ring to dive for treaſure in a new invented bell; 
and another was on the point of diſcovering the 
loagitude, 


BEING thus rejected whereſoever I applied my- 
ſelf for information, I began to imagine it beſt to 
deſiſt from enquiry, and try what my own obſerva- 
tion would diſcover : but ſeeing a young man, gay 
and thoughtleſs, I reſolved upon one more experi- 
ment, and was informed, that I was in the garden 


TW of Zope, the daughter of Deſire, and that all 
thoſe whom I ſaw thus tumultuouſly buſtling round 
me, were incited by the promiſes of Hope, and ha- 
licning to Teize the gifts which the held in her hand · 

| I 
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I TURNED my fight upward, and ſaw a goddeſs 
in the bloom of youth, ſitting on a throne: around 
her lay all the gifts of fortune, and all the.bleflings 
of life were ſpread abroad to view; ſhe had a per. 
petual gaiety of aſpect, and every one imagined 
that her ſmile, which was impartial and general, 
was directed to himſelf, and triumphed in his own 
ſuperiority to others, who had conceived the lame 
confidence from the ſame miſtake. 


I THEN mounted an eminence from which I had 
a more extenſive view of the whole place, and could 
with leſs perplcxiry conſider the different conduct 
of the crowds that filled it From ths ſtation Job- 
ſerved, that the entrance into the garden of Hope 
was by two gates, one of which was kept by 
Reaſon, and the other by Fancy Reaſon was 
ſurly and ſcrupulous, and ſeldom turned the key 
without many interrogatori-s, and long heſitation; 
but Fancy was a kind and gentle portrcis, ſhe held 
her gate wide open, and welcomed all cqually to 
the diſtrict under her ſuperintendency; ſo that the 
paſſage was crowded by all thoſe who either teared 


the examination of Rein, or had been rejected 


by her. 


From the gate of Rea/5n there was a way to the 
throne of Hope, by a cragey, ſlippery, and wind- 
ing path, called the Srezght of iifficulty, which 
thoſe who entered with the permiſſion of the guard 
endeavoured to climb. But though they turveyed the 
way very cheerfully before they began to rite, and 
marked out the ſeveral ſtages of their progreſs, they 
commonly found unexpected obſtacles, and were 
obliged frequently to ſtop on the ſudden, where 
they imagined the way plain and even. A thou— 
ſand intricacies embarraticd them, a thouſand flips 
threw them back, and a thoufand pitfals impeded 
their advance. 80 formidable were the dangers, 
and lo frequent the miſcarriages, that many return 
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ea from the firſt attempt, and many fainted in the 
nidſt of the way, and only a very ſmall number 


ere led up to the ſummit of Hope, by the hand- 
of Fortitude, Of theſe few the greater part, 

chen they had obtained the gift which Hope had 

promiſed them, regretted the labour which it coſt, 

and felt in their tucceſs the regret of diſappoint- 

ment; the reſt retired with, their prize, and were 

Id by Wiſdom to the bowers of Content. 


= = — — 


1 W TurxixG then towards the gate of Fancy, I 
| Weonld find no way to the feat of Hope; but though 
ti fat full in view, and held out her gifts with an 
* Wir of invitation, which filled every heart with 
zpture, the mountain was, on that fide, inac- 
bly ſteep, but lo channelled and ſhaded, that 
10ne perceived the impoſſibility of aſcending it, but 


rhich the reſt were ſtrangers. Many expedients 
rere in lecd tried by this induſtrious tribe, of whom 
ome were making themſelves wings, which others 
ere contriving to actuate by the perpetual motion. 
ut with all their labour, and all their artifices, they 
pever ruſe above the ground, or quickly fell back, 
or ever approach-d the throne of Hope, but con- 
nued ſtill to gaze. at a diſtance, and laughed at the 


i V progreſs ot thoſe whom they ſaw toiling in the 
4 treight of Difficulty. 
d 


PaRr of the favourites of Fancy, when they 
ad entered the garden, without making, like the 
eſt, an attempt to climb the mountain, turned im- 
h Uiitcly to the vale of dleneſ, a calm and un- 


ys have Hope in proſpect, and to which they 
ated themielves with believing that the intended 


Ps WP <ilily to deſcend Pheſe were indeed ſcorned 
ed Wy ali the reſt ; bu they ſe med very little affected 
„ WW contempt; advice, proof, but were retolved 
th expect at calc the fav ur of the Zoddeis. 


ed Vor. II. H 1 AMONG 


ach imagined himſelf to have diſcovered a way to 


turb-d retirement, from hence they could al- 
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AMONG this gay race I was wandering, and found 
them ready to anſwer all my queſtions, and willing 
to communicate their mirth : but turning round, | 
ſaw two dreadful] monſters entering the vale, one 
of whom I knew to be Age, and the other Want, 
Sport and revelling were now at an end, and an 
univerſal ſhriek of affright and diſtreſs burſt out and 
awaked me. 


174 


11 — 


of 
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Vivendum refe, cum propter plurima, tunc his 
Pr ecitue cauſis, ut linguas mancipiorum 
Conteninas ; nam lingua mali pars peſſima ſervi. Juv, 


Let us live well: were it alone for this 

The baneful tongues of ſervants to deſpiſe ; 
Slander, that worſt of poiſons, ever finds 

An eaſy entrance to iguoble minds. HERvey, 


T. E younger Pliny has very juſtly obſerved, 
that of actions that deſerve our attention, 
the moſt iplendid are not always the greateſt. Fame, 
and wonder, and applauſe, are not excited but by 
external and adventitious circumſtances, often d. 
ſtinct and ſeparate from virtue and heroiſm. Emi 
nence of ſtation, greatneſs of effect, and all the fa 
vours of fortune, muſt concur to place excellence 
in public view; but fortitude, diligence, and pi 
tience, diveſted of their ſhow, glide unobſerved 
through the crowd of life, and ſuffer and at 
though with the ſame vigour and conſtancy, Je 
without pity and without praiſe. 


THr1s remark may be extended to all parts of life. 
Nothing is to be eſtimated by its effect upon com: 
mon eyes and common ears. A thouſand mileri 
maketilent and inviſible inroads on mankind, and tl 


heart feels innumerable throbs, which never breas 
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into complaint. Perhaps, likewiſe, our pleaſures 
arc for the moſt part equally ſecret, and moſt are 
borne up by ſome private ſatisfaction, ſome inter- 
nal conſciouſneſs, tome latent hope, fome peculiar 
proſpect, which they never communicate, but re- 
ſerve for ſolitary hours, and clandeſtine meditation. 
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Tae main of life is, indeed, compoſed of ſmall 
incidents, and petty occurrences z of withes for ob- 


jects not remote, and grief for diſappointments of 


no fatal conſequence; of inſect vexations which 
ſting us and fly away, impertinences which buzz 
a while about us, and are heard no more; of mete- 
orous pleaſures, which dance before us, and are diſ- 
ſipated ; of compliments which glide off the foul 
like other muſic, and are forgotten by him that gave, 
and him that received them. | 


SUCH is the general heap, out of which every man 
is to culi his own condition: for, as the chemiſts tell 
us, that all bodies are reſolvable into the ſame ele- 
ments, and that the boundleſs variety of things ariſes 


from the different proportions of very few ingredi- 


ents; ſo a few pains and a few pleaſures are all the 
materials of human life, and of theſe the propor- 
tions are partly allotted by providence, and partly 
leit to the arrangement of reaſon and of choice. 


As theſe are well or ill diſpoſed, man is for the 
moſt part happy or miſerable. For very few are ia- 
volved in great events, or have their thread of life 
entw iſted with the chain of cauſes on which armies 
or nations are ſuſpended ; and even thole, who ſeem 
wholly buſied in public affairs, and elevated above 
low cares, or trivial pleaſures, paſs the chief part of 
their time in familiar and domeſtic ſcenes ; from 
tacle they came into public life, to theſe they are 
every hour recalled by paſſions not to be ſuppreſſed; 
in theſe they have the reward of their toils, and to 
thele at lait they retire. | 
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Tk great end of prudence is to give cheerful. 
neſs to thoſe hours, which ſplendour cannot gild, 
and acclamation cannot exhilarate; thoſe foft inter. 
vals of unbended amuſement, in which a man 
ſhrinks to his natural dimenſions, and throws aſide 
the ornaments or diſguiſes, which he feels in priva- 
cy to be uſeleſs incumbrances, and to loſe all effect 
when they become familiar. 'Fo be happy at home, 
is the ultimate reſult of all ambition, the end to 
which every enterpriſe and labour tends, and of 
which every deſire prompts the proſecution. - 


IT is, indeed, at home that every man muſt be 
known by thoſe who would make a juſt eſtimate ei. 


ther of his virtue or felicity ; for ſmiles and em. 


broidery are alike occaſional, and the mind is often 
dreſſed for ſhow in painted honour, and fictitious 
benevolence, 


EvERY man muſt have found ſome whoſe lives, 
in every houſe but their own, was a continual ſeries 
of hypocrily z and who concealed, under fair ap- 
pearances, bad qualities, which, whenever they 
thought themſelves out of the reach of cenſure, 
broke out from their reſtraint, like winds impriſon- 
ed in their caverns, and whom every one had reaſon 
to love, but they whoſe love a wiſe man is chiefly 
folicitous to procure. And there are others who, 
without any ſhow of general goodneſs, and without 
the attractions by which popularity is conciliated, 
are received among their own families as beſtowers 
of happineſs, and reverenced as initructors, guar» 
dians, and benefactors. | 


Tae moſt authentic witneſſes of any man's cha 
racter are thoſe who know him in his own family, 
and ſee him without any reſtraint, or rule of con- 
duct, but ſuch as he voluntarily preſcribes to him. 
ſelf, If a man carries virtue with him into his pri- 


vate apartments, and takes no advantage of n 
| | 0 
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Jed power, or probable ſecrecy; if we trace him 
through the round of his time, and find that his 
„character, with thoſe allowances which mortal 
u frailty muſt always want, is uniform and regular, we 
e W have all the evidence of his fincerity that one man 
„can have with regard to another: and indeed, as 
& W bypocrity cannot be its own reward, we may, with- 
e, W out heſitation, determine that his heart is pure. 


of THe higheſt panegyric, therefore, that private 

virtue can receive, is the praiſe of fervants. For, 

however vanity or inſolence may look down with 
be MW contempt on the ſuffrage of men, undignified by 
i- W wealth, and unenlightened by education, it very 
n- W ſeldom happens, that they commend or blame with- 
| out juſtice. Vice and virtue are eaſily diſtinguiſhed. 
Oppreſſion, according to Harrington's aphoriſm, 
| will be felt by thoſe that cannot fee it; and, per- 
| haps, it falls out very often, that, in moral queſtions, 
the philoſophers in the gown, and in the livery, 
| differ not ſo much in their ſentiments, as in their 
language, and have equal power of diſcerning right, 
| though they cannot point it out to others with 
equal addreſs. | 


THERE are very few faults to be committed in ſo- 
litude, or without ſome agents, partners, confede- 
rates, or witneſſes; and therefore the fervant muſt 
commonly know the ſecrets of a maſter, who has 
any ſecrets to entruſt; and failings, merely perſonal, 
are fo frequently expoſed by that fecurity which 
pride and folly generally produce, and ſo inquiſi— 
tively watched by that defire of reducing the ine- 
qualities of condition, which the lower orders of 
ha- the world will always feel, that the teſtimony of a 
ily, WW nal domeſtic can ſeldom be conſidered as defec- 
-on- ¶ tive for want of knowledge. And though its im- 
im- paritality may be ſometimes ſuſpected, it is at leaſt 
pri- Ns credible as that of equals, where rivalry inſti- 
mit g4tes cenſure, or friendſhip dictates palliations. 

ed | : 6-3 Tas 
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Tar danger of betraying our weakneſs to our 
ſervants, and the impoſſibility of concealing it from 
them, may be juſtly conſidered as one motive to a 
regular and irreproachable life. For no condition 
is more hateful or deſpicable, than his who has put 
himſelf in the power of his ſervant; in the power 
of him whom, perhaps, he has firſt corrupted, by 
making him ſubſervient to his vices, and whoſe fide- 
lity he therefore cannot enforce by any precepts of 
Honeſty or reaſon, It is ſeldom known, that autho- 
rity, thus acquired, is poſſeſſed without inſolence; 
or that the maſter is not forced to confeſs, by his 
tameneſs or forbearance, that he has enflaved him- 
ſelf by ſome foolifh confidence. And his crime is 
equally puniſhed, whatever part he takes of the 
choice to which he is reduced; and he is from that 
ratal hour, in which he ſacrificed his dignity to his 
paſſions, in perpetual dread of infolence or defama- 
tion; of a controuler at home, or an accuſer abroad, 
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He is condemned to purchaſe, by continual bribes, | 


that ſecrecy which bribes never {ecured, and which, 
after a long courſe of ſubmiſſion, promiſes, and 
anxieties, he will find violated in a fit of rage, or in 
a frolic of drunkenncſs. 


To dread no eye, and to ſuſpect no tongue, is the 
great prerogative of innocence: an exemption grant: 
ed only to invariable virtue. But guilt has always 
its horrors and ſolicitudes; and to make it yet more 
ithameful and deteſtable, it is doomed often to ſtand 
in awe of thoſe to whom nothing could give influ- 
ence or weight, but their power of betraying. 


Nv us. 
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NumMB. 69. Tugs DAN, November 13. 17 50. 


Flet quoque, ut in ſpeculo rugas adſpexit aniles, 
Tyndaris ; et ſecum, cur ſit bis rapta, requirit. 
Tempus edas rerum, tuque invidio/a vetuſlas 

Omnia deſtruitis: vitiataque dentibus evi 
Paulatim lenta conſumitis omnia morte. Ov1D, 


The dreaded wrinkles when poor Helen ſpy'd, 
Ah! why this ſecond rape? —with tearsſhe cry'd. 
Time, thon devourer, and thou envious age, 
Who all deſtroy with keen corroding rage, 
Beneath your jaws, whate'er have pleas'd or 
pleaſe, | 

Mult ſink, conſum'd by ſwift or flow degrees. 

| ELPHINSTONs 


N old Greek epigrammatiſt, intending to ſhew 
the miterics that attend the laſt ſtage of man, 


| imprecates upon thoſe who are ſo foolith as to wiſh 


for long life, the calamity of continuing to grow 
old from century to century. He thought that no 
adventitious or foreign pain was requiſite ; that de- 


| crepitude itſelf was an epitome of whatever is 


dread ful; and nothing could be added to the curſe 
of age, but that it thould be extended beyond its 
natural limits, 


Tax moſt indifferent or negligent ſpectator can 
indeed ſcarcely retire, without heavineſs of heart, 
from a view of the laſt ſcenes of the tragedy of life, 
in which he finds thoſe who, in the former parts of 
the drama, were diſtinguiſhed by oppoſition of con- 
duct, contrariety of deſigns, and diſſimilitude of 
perſonal qualities, all involved in one common di- 
ſtrets, and all ſtruggling with affliction which they 
cannot hope to overcome. | 


Taz other miſeries, which r our paſſage 
through the world, wiſdom may eſcape, and forti- 
tude may conquer. By caution and circumſpection 
ve may ſteal along with very little to obſtruct or in- 

| commode 
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commode us; by ſpirit and vigour we may force a 
way, and reward the vexation of conteſt by the 


pleaſures of victory. 
our policy and bravery 


But a time muſt come when 
ſhall be equally uſeleſs; 


when we ſhall all fink into helplefinets and ſadnefs, 
without any power of receiving ſolace from the 
pleaſures that have formerly delighted us, or any 
proſpect of emerging into a-tecond poſſeſſion of che 
bleſſings that we have loſt. 


THE induſtry of man has indeed not been want- 
ing in endeavours to procure comforts for theſe 
hours of dejection and melancholy, and to gild the 
dreadful gloom with artificial light. The moſt utnal 
ſupport of old age is wealth. He whoſe poſſeſſions 
are large, and whoſe cheſts are tull, imagines him- 
ſelf always fortified againſt invaſions on his autho- 


rity. 


If he has loſt all other means of government, 


if his ſtrength and his reaſon fail him, he can at laſt 
alter his will; and therefore all that have hopes 
muſt likewite have fears, and he may ſtill continue 
to give laws to ſuch as have not ceafed to regard 
their own intereſt. 


THIs is indeed too frequently the citadel of the 
dotard, the laſt fortreſs to which age retires, and in 
which he makes the ſtand againſt the upſtart race 
that ſeizes his domains, diſputes his commands, and 


cancels his preſcriptions. 


But here, though there 


may be ſafety, there is no pleaſure; and what re- 
mains, is but a proof that more was once poſſeſſed. 


NoTHING ſeems to have been more univerſally 


dreaded by the ancients than orbity, or want of 
children : and indeed to'a man who has ſurvived 


all the companions of his youth, all who have parti- 
cipated his pleaſures and his cares, have been en- 


gaged in the ſame events, and filled their minds. 


with the ſame conceptions, this full pezopicd world 


is a diſmal ſolitude. 


neglected 


He ſtands forlorn and filent, 


cure 
that 
for 
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neglected or inſulred, in the midſt of multitudes, 
a21.nated with hopes which he cannot thare, and em- 
ployed in butineis which he is no longer able to 
forward or retard; nor can he find any to whom 
his life or his death are of importance, unleis he 
has ſecured ſome domeſtic gratifications, tome ten- 
der employments, and endeared himielf to ſome 
whole intereſt and gratitude may unite them to him. 


So different are the colours of life, as we look 
forward to the future, or backward to the pait; and 
ſo different the opinions and ſentiments which this 
contrariety of appearance . naturaliy produces, that 
the converſation of the old aad young ends gene- 
rally with contempt or pity on either fade. Io a 
young man entering the world, with fulneſs of 
hope, and ardour of purſuit, nothing is ſo unplea- 
ſing as the cold caution, the faint expectations, the 
ſcrupulous diffidence which experience and diſap- 
pointments certainly infuſe; and the old man won» 


ders in his turn, that the world never can grow 


wiſer; that neither precepts nor teſtimonies, can 
cure boys of their credulity and ſufficiency z and 
that not one can be convinced that ſnares are laid, 
for him, till he finds himſelf entangled. 


Tus one generation is always the ſcorn and 
wonder of the other; and the notions of the old and 
young are like liquors of different gravity and tex- 
ture, Which never can unite. The ſpirits of youth ſub- 


| limed by hcalth, and volatilized by paſſion, ſoon leave 


behind them the  phlegmatic ſediment of warineſs 
and deliberation, and burſt out in temerity and 
enterpriſe. - The tenderneſs therefore which nature 


| nfules, and which long habits of beneficence con- 


firm, is neceſſary to reconcile ſuch oppoſition 3 and 
an old man mult he a father, to bear with patience 
thole follies and abſurdities which he will perpe- 
tually imagine himſelf to find in the ſchemes and 
expectations, the pleaſures and the ſorrows, of wow 
N 
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who have not yet been hardened by time, and chilled 
by fruſtration. 


YET it may be doubted, whether the pleaſure of 
ſeeing children ripening into ſtrength, be not over. 
balanced by the pain of ſeeing ſome fall in the bloſ. 
ſom, and others blaſted in their growth; ſome 
ſhaken down by ſtorms, ſome tainted with cankers, 
and ſome ſhrivelled in the ſhade ; and whether he 
that extends his care beyond himſelf, does not mul. 
tiply his anxieties more than his pleaſures, and 
weary himſelf to no purpoſe by ſuperintending what 
he cannot regulate. 1 


Bo r though age be to every order of human be- 
ings ſufficiently terrible, it is particularly to be dread- 
ed by fine ladies, who have had no other end or ambi- 
tion, than to fill up the day and the night with dreſs, 
diverſions, and flattery; and who having made noac- 
quaintance with knowledge, or with buſineſs, have 
conſtantly caught all their ideas from the- current 
por of the hour, and been indebted for all their 

appineſs to compliments and treats. With theſe 
ladies, age begins early, and very often laſts long 
it begins when their beauty fades, when their mirth 
loſes its ſprightlineſs, and their motion its eaſe, 
From that time all which gave them joy vaniſhes 
from about them; they hear the praiſes beſtowed 
on others, which uſed to ſwell their boſoms with 
exultation. They viſit the ſeats of felicity, and en- 
deavour to continue the habit of being delighted, 
But pleaſure is only received, when we believe that 
we give it in return. Neglect and petulance inform 
them, that their power and their value are paſt; 
and what then remains but a tedious and comfort: 
leſs uniformity of time, without any motion of the 
heart, or exerciſe of the reaſon ? 


Vir, however age may diſcourage us by its ap- 
pearance from confidering it in proſpect, we a 
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| all by degrees certainly be old ; and therefore we 
onght to enquire, what ronnnges can be made 
againſt that time of diſtreſs ? what happineſs can be 
ſtored up againſt the winter of life? and how we 
may paſs our latter years with ſerenity and cheer- 
| fulneſs ? 


Ir it has been found, by the experience of man- 
kind, that not even the beſt ſeaſons of life are able 
to ſupply ſufficient gratifications, without antici- 
pating uncertain felicities; it cannot ſurely be ſup- 
poſed, that old age, worn with labours, haraſſed 
with anxieties, and tortured with diſeaſes, ſhould 
have any gladneſs of its own, or feel any ſatisfae- 
tion from the contemplation of the preſent. All 
che comfort that can now be expected, muſt be re · 
| called from the paſt, or borrowed from the future 
| the paſt is very ſoon exhauſted, all the events or 
actions of which the memory can afford pleaſure 
are quickly recollected; and the future lies beyond 
the grave, where it can be reached only by virtue 
and devotion. | 


PIETY is the only proper and adequate relief of 
decaying man. He thatgrows old without religious 
hopes, as he declines into imbecillity, and feels 
pains and ſorrows inceſſantly crowding upon him, 
falls into a gulph of bottomleſs miſery, in which 
every reflection muſt plunge him deeper, and where 
he finds only new gradations of anguiſh, and preci- 
pices of horror. 
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Nux. 70. SATURDAY, November 17. 1750. 


— -/rgentea proles, 


Aura deterior, falvo pr etioft for are. Ovw. 


Succeeding times a ſilver age behold, 
Excelling braſs, but more excell'd by gold. 


D&YDEN, 

1 ESIOD, in his celebrated diſtribution of 
mankind, divides th:m into three orders of 
intellect, © The firſt place,” ſays he, “belongs to 


him that can by his own powers diſcern what is 
& right and fit, and penetrate to the remoter mo- 
© tives of action. Ihe ſecond is claimed by him 
cc that is willing to hear inſtruction, and can per- 
& ceive right and wrong*when they are ſhown him 
« by another. But he that has neither acuteneſs 
&« nor docility, who can neither find the way by 
„ himſelf, nor will be led by others, is a wretch 
« without uſe or value ” 


Ir we ſurvey the moral world, it will be found, 
that the ſame diviſion may be made of nien, wii 
regard to their virtue. There are ſome whoſe prin- 
ciples are 1o firmly fixed, whole conviction is fo 
conſtantly preicnt. to their minds, and who have 
raiſed in themielves ſuch ardent wiſhes for the ap- 
probation of God, and the happinets with which he 
has promiſed to reward obedience and perieverance, 
that they riſc above all other cares. and conſidera: 
tions, and unitormly exam ine cvery action and defire 
by comparing it with the divine commands. There 
arc others in a kind of <quipoiſe, between good and 
ill; who are moved on the part by riches or plea- 
fore, by the gratifications of paſſion, anc the de- 
lights of ſenſe; and, cn the other, by laws of 
which they own the obligation, and rewards of 
which they belicve the reality, and whom a very {wall 
addition of weight turns either way. The third 

claſs conſiſts of beings immericd in pleaiure, or 
abandoned 
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abandoned to paſſion, without any deſire of higher 
good, or any effort to extend their thoughts be- 
yond immediate and groſs ſatisfactions. 


TRE ſecond claſs is fo much the moſt numerous, 
that it may be conſidered fs compriſing the whole 
body of mankind. Thoſe of the laſt are not very 
many, and thoſe of the firſt are very few; and nei- 
ther the one nor the other fall much under the con- 
ſideration of the moraliſt, whoſe precepts are in- 
tended chiefly for thoſe who are endeavouring to 
go forward up the ſteeps of virtue, not tor thoſe 
who have already reached the ſummit, or thoſe who 
are reſolved to ſtay for ever in their preſent ſitua- 
tion. | - 


| To a man not verſed in the living world, but ac- 
cuſtomed to judge only by ſpeculative reaſon, it 
ss ſcarcely credible that any one ſhould be in this 
| W $:te of inditterence, or ſtand undetermined and un— 

engaged, ready to follow the firſt call to either tide. 

It ſeems certain, that either a man mult believe 
„chat virtue will make him happy, and reſolve there- 
fore to be virtuous, or think that he may be happy 
* Wvithout virtue, and therefore caſt off all care but 
bor his preſent intercſt, Ir ſeems impoſlible that 
& Wconviction ſhould be on one fide, and practice on 
e other; and that he who has ſeen the right way, 
© {WH bovid voluntarily ſhut his eyes, that he may quit 
+ Wit with more tranquillity. Yet all theſe abſurdities 
tre every hour to be found; the viſeſt and beſt 
men deviate from known and acknowledged duties, 
by inadvertency or ſurpriſe; and moſt are good no 
longer than while temptation is away, than while 
their paſſions are without excitements, and their 
opinions are free from the counteraction of any 
ther motive, . 


Amon the ſentiments which almoſt every man 
hanges as he advances into years, is the expecta- 
VoL. II. 1 1 tion 
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tion of uniformity of character. He that without 
acquaintance with the power of deſire, the cogeney 
of diſtreſs, the complications of affairs, or the force 
of partial influence, has filled his mind with the 
excellence ot virtue, and having never tried his re. 
ſolution in any encounters with hope or fear, be- 
lieves it able to ſtand firm whatever thall oppoſe it, 
will be always clamorous againſt the ſmalleſt fail. 
ure, ready to exact the utmoſt punctualities of right, 
and to conſider every man that fails in any part of 
his duty, as without conſcience and without merit; 
unworthy of truſt or love, of pity or regard; as 
an enemy whom all ſhould join to drive out of fo- 
ciety, as a peſt which all thould avoid, or as a weed 
which all thould trample. 


IT is not but by experience, that we are taught 
the poſſibility of retaining ſome virtues, and rec&- 
ing others, or of being good or bad to a particular 
degree. For it is very caly to the ſolitary reaſoner 
to prove, that the fame arguments, by which the 
mind is fortified againſt 'one crime, are of equal 
force againſt all; and the conſequence very naturl- 
ly follows, that he whom they tail to move on any 
occaſion, has either never confidered them, or has 
by ſome fallacy taught himſelf to evade their valt 
dity; and that, therefore, when a man is known 
to be guilty of one crime, no farther evidence d 
needful of his depravity and corruption. 


Yer ſuch is the ſtate of all mortal virtue, that i 
is always uncertain and variable, ſometimes extend: 
ing to the whole compaſs of duty, and ſometimes 


{ſhrinking into a narrow ſpace, and fortitying Only 


a few avenues of the heart, while all the reſt is left 


open to the incurſions of appetite, or given up t0 


the dominion of wickedneſs. Nothing therefore b 
more unjuſt than to judge of man by too ſhort an 


acquaintance, and too flight intp &tion; sor it often 


| happens, that in the looſe, and thoughtleſs, and 
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diſſipated, there is a ſecret radical worth, which 
may thoot out by proper cultivation; that the ſpark 
of heaven; though dimmed and obſtructed, is yet 
not extinguiſhed, but may, by the breath of coun- 
- W (| and exhortation, be kindled into flame. 


) To imagine that every one who 1s not complete- 
ir good, is irrecoverably abandoned, is to ſuppoſe 
„chat all are capable of the fame degrees of excel- 
t WF lence; it is indeed to exact, from all, that pertec- 
; W tion which none ever can attain, And ſince the 
s W pureſt virtue is conſiſtent with tome vice, and the 
» W virtue of the greateſt number with almoſt an equal 
d proportion oi contrary qualities, let none too hatti- 


ly conclude, that all goodneſs is loſt, though it may 


for a time be clouded and overwhelmed ; tor moit 
it W minds arc the ſlaves of external circumſtances, and 
t. conform to any hand that undertakes to mould 
ir WW them, roll down any torrent of cuſtom in which 
cr chey happen to be caught, or bend to any importu- 
be WH nity that bears bard againſt them. 


IT may be particularly obſerved of women, that 


amony thoſe who practiſe vice or virtue; and that 
neither education nor reaſon gives them much ſecu- 
rity againſt the influence of example. Whether it 
be that they have leis courage to ſtand againſt oppo- 
lition, or that their deſire of admiration makes them 


worthleſs praiſe, it is certain, whatever be the cauſe, 
that female goodnets teldom keeps its ground againſt 
laughter, flattery, or faſhion. 

Fo this reaſon, every one ſhould confider him- 
ſelf as entruſted, not only with his ewn conduct, 
but with that of others; and as accountable, not 
anly for the duties which he neglects, or the crimes 


larity which he may encourage or inculcate. Every 
. man, 


they are for the moſt part good or bad, as they fall 


lacrifice their principles to the poor pleaſure o- 


that he commits, but for that negligence and irregu- 
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man, in whatever ſtation, has, or endeavours to 
have his followers, admirers, and imitators, and 
has therefore the influence of his example to watch 
with care; he ought to avoid not only crimes, but 
the appearance of crimes ;z and not only to practiſe 
virtue, but to applaud, countenance, and ſupport it, 
For it is poſſible, that for want of attention we may 
teach others faults from which ourſelves are free, 
or, by a cowardly deſertion of a cauſe which we our. 
ſelves approve, may pervert thoſe who fix their eyes 
upon us, and having no rule of their own to guide 
their courſe, are eaſily miſled by the aberrations 
of that example which they chuſe for their direc- 
tions, | 


i 


— — — 


Noz. 71, Tutspay, November 20. 1750. 


Vivere quod propero pauper, nec inutilis anni, 

Da veniam, properat vivere nemo ſatis, Mar. 
True, fir, to live I haſte, your pardon give, 
For tell me, who makes haſte enough to live! 

F. Lewis, 


M7 NY words and ſentences are fo frequently 
heard in the mouths of men, that a ſuperfi- 
cial obſerver is inclined to believe, that they muſt 
contain ſome primary principle, ſome great rule of 
action, which it is proper always to have preſent to 
the attention, and by which the uſe of every hour is 
to be adjuſted. Yet if we conſider the conduct of 
thoſe ſententious philoſophers, it will often be found, 
that they repeat theſe aphoriſms, merely becaule 
they have ſomewhere heard them, becauſe they 
- have nothing elſe to ſay, or becauſe they think ve- 
neration gained by ſuch appearances of wiſdom; 
but that no ideas are annexed to the words, and 
that, according to the old blunder of the followers 
of Ariſtotle, their fouls are mere pipes or organs, 


which tranſmit ſounds, but do not underſtand them. 
Or 
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Ox this kind is the well known and well atteſted 
poſition, that Hſe. is bort, which may be heard a- 
mong mankind, by an attentive auditor, many times 
a. day, but whick never yet within my reach of ob 
ſervation left any impreſſion upon the mind; and 
perhaps if my readers will turn their thoughts back. 
* WW upon their old friends, they will find it difficult to 
call a ſingle man to remembrance, who appeared to 


know that life was mooy till he was about to loſe 


it. 


Ir is obſervable, that Horace, in his account of 
che characters of men, as they are diverſified by the 
various influence of time, remarks, that the old 
man is dilator, ſpe longus, given to procraſtination, 
and inclined to extend his hopes to a great diſtance. 
80 far are we generally from thinking what we 
often ſay of the ſhortneſs of lite, that at the time 
when it is neceſſarily ſhorteſt, we form projects 
which we delay to execute, indulge ſuch expecta- 
tions as nothing but a long train of events can gra- 
tity, and ſuffer thoſe paſſions to gain upon us, 
* WW vbich are only excuſable in the prime of life. 
THESE refleCtions were lately excited'in my mmd, 

by an evening's converſation with my fricnd Pro- 
(pero, who, at the age of fify five, has bought an 
eſtate, and is now contriving to diſpoſe and culti- 
rate it with uncommon elegance. tits great plea- 
lure is to walk among ſtately trees, and lie muſing 
in the heat of noon under their ſhade ; he is there- 
fore maturely conſidering how he ſhall diſpoſe his 
walks and his groves, and has at laſt determined to 
[nd for the beſt plans from Italy, and torbcar 
planting till the next ſeaſon. 


Tavs is life trifled away in preparations to do 
Wat never can be done, it it be left unattempted 
ll all the requiſites which.imagination can ſuggeſt 
are gathered together. Where our deſign termi- 
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nates only in our own ſatisfaction, the miſtake is of 


no great importance; for the pleaſure of expect. 


ing enjoyment, is often greater than that of obtain. 
ing it, and the completion of almoſt every wiſh is 
found a diſappointment; but when many others are 


intereſted in an undertaking, when any deſign is 


formed, in which the improvement or ſecurity of 
mankind is involved, nothing is more unworthy 
either of wiſdom or benevolence, than to delay it 
from time to time, or to forget how much every 
day that paſſes over us, takes away from our power, 
and how toon an idle purpoſe to do an action, ſinks 
into a mournful wiſh chat it had once been done. 


We are frequently importuned, by the baccha- 
nalian writers, to lay hold on the preſent hour, to 
catch the pleaſures within our reach, and remem- 
ber, that futurity is not at our command. 


| To fodov arwuata poi Xpovovy hv Je wmaperbrg, 


. _ * / FOLD o 4 U 
ZrTwv tupyotic # podov, GANG HAN. 


Soon fades the reſe ; once paſt the fragrant hour, 
The loit'rer finds a bramble for a flow'r. 


Bur ſurely theſe exhortations may, with equal 
propriety, be applied to better purpoſes; it may be 
at leaſt inculcated, that pleaſures are mbre fately 
poſtponed than virtues z and that greater loſs is tut- 
fered by miſſing an opportunuy of doing good, than 


an hour of giddy frolic and noiſy merriment. 


WurN Baxter had loſt a thouſand pounds, which 
he had laid up for the erection of a ſchool, he uſed 
frequently to mention the misfortune as an incite- 
ment to be charitable while God gives the power of 
beſtowing ; and conſidered himſelf as culpable, in 
{ome degree, for having left a good action in the 
hands of chance, and tuifered his benevolence to 
be defeated for want of quicknels and at 
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Ir is lamented by Hearne, the learned antiquary 
of Oxford, that this general forgetfulneſs of the 
fragility of life, has remarkably infected the ſtu- 
ents of monuments and records; as their employ- 

ment conſiſts, firſt in collecting, and afterwards 
in arranging or abſtracting what libraries afford 
mem, they ought to amaſs no more than they can 
eigeſt; but when they have undertaken a work, 
cy go on ſearching and tranſcribing, call for new 
; WH lupplics, when they are already overburthened, 
„ad at laſt leave their work unfiniſhed. It is, ſays 
be, the buſineſs of a good antiquary, as of a good 


man, to have mortality always before him. 


: Tavs, not only in the ſtumber of floth, but in 
o me diſñpation of ill directed induſtry, is the ſhort- 

- WH nc of life generally forgotten. As ſome men loſe 
their hours in lazineſs, becauſe they ſuppoſe, that 
there is time enough for the reparation of neglect z 
others buſy themſelves in providing that no length 
of life may want employment ; and it often hap- 
pens, that {luggithneſs and activity are equally ſur- 
priſcd by the laſt ſummons, and perith not more 
differently from each other, than the fowl that re- 
ccived the ſhot in her flight, from her that is kill- _ 
ed upon the buſh. a | 
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AMONG the many improvements made by the 
laſt centuries in human knowledge, may be num- 
bered the exact calculations of the value of life; but 

[whatever may be their uſe in traffic, they ſeem 
ch WW very little to have advanced morality. They have 
ed hitherto been rather applied to the acquitition of 
te- MW money, than of wiidom ; the computer refers none 
of Wot his calculations to his own tenure, but perſiſts, 
in Win contempt of probability, to foretell old age to him- 
he elf, and believes that he is marked out to reach the 
to Wutmoſt verge of human exiſtence, and ſee thou- 
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- So deeply is this fallacy rooted in the heart, and 
ſo ſtrongly guarded by hope and fear againſt the 
approach of reaſon, that neither ſcience nor expe. 
rience can ſhake it, and we act as if life were with- 
out end, though we fee and confeſs its uncertainty 
and ſhortneſs. . $5 4S 

Divines have, with great ſtrength and ardoyr, 
ſhewn the abſurdity of delaying reformation and 
repentance; a degree of folly indeed, which ſets e- 
ternity to hazard. It is the fame weakneſs in pro- 
portion to the importance of the neglect, to tranſ. 
fer any care, which now claims our attention, to a 
future time; we ſubject ourſelves to needleſs dan- 
gers, from accidents which early diligence would 
have obviated, or perplex our minds by vain pre- 
cautions, and make proviſion for the execution of 
deſigns of which the opportunity once miſled never 
will return. 


As he that lives longeſt lives but a little while, 
every man may be certain that he has no time to 
waſte, The duties of life are commenturate to its 
duration, and every day brings its taſk, which if 
neglected, is doubled on the morrow. But he that 
has already trifled away. thoſe months and years, 
in which he ſhould have laboured, mult remember 
that he has now only a part of that of which the 
whole is little; and that ſince the few moments re- 
maining are to be conlidered as the laſt truſt of 
heaven, not one is to be loſt. 
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. Nu us. 72. SATURDAY, November 24. 1750. 
: Omnis Ariſtippum decuit flatus, et color, et res, 
y Sectantem majora fere ; preſentibus aquum. HoR. 


Yet Ariſtippus ev'ry dreſs became; 

In ev'ry various change of lite the ſame; 
„ and though he aim'd at things of higher kind, 
d Yet to the preſent held an equal mind. FRAN CIS. 


x 7. te RAM B L E RA. 


„ ‚ 

HOSE who exalt themſelves into the chair of 
þ ＋ inſtruction, without enquiring whether any 
vill ſubmit to their authority, have not ſufficiently 
conſidered how much of human life paſſes in little 
incidents, curſory converſation, flight buſineſs, and 
calual amuſements; and therefore they have endea- 
voured only to inculcate the more awful virtues, 
without condeſcending to regard thole petty quali- 
ies, which grow important only by their frequency 
and which, though they produce no fingle acts of 


f heroiſm, nor aſtoniſh us by great events, yet are 
every moment exerting their influence upon us, and 


make the draught of life ſweet or bitter by imper- 
„ Weeptible inſtillations. They operate unſeen and un- 
regarded; as change of air makes us ſick or healthy, 
though we breathe it without attention, and only 
know the particles that impregnate it by their ſalu- 
tary or malignant effects. 


You have ſhewn yourſelf not ignorant of the va- 


world; though a little reflection will ſhe you, that: 
It is the balm of being; the quality to which all that 
dorns or-elevates mankind, muſt owe its power of 
ple ſing. Without good humour, learning and bras 
«y can only conter that tuperiority which {wells 


. 


lue of thoſe ſubaltern endowments, yet have hither- 
to neglected to recommend good humour to the, 
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the heart of the lion in the deſert, where he roars 
without reply, and ravages without reſiſtance, 
Without good humour, virtue may awe by its dig. 
nity, and amaze by its brightneis ; but muſt always 
be viewed at a diſtance, and will icarcely gaina 
friend, or attract an imitator. 


No. 72. 


+ Goop humour may be defined a habit of being 
pleated; a conſtant and perennial foftnets of manner, 
eaſineſs of approach, and ſuavity of ditpolition; 
like that which every man perceives in him telt, 
when the firſt tränſports of new felicity have tub. 
fided, and his thoughts are only kept in motion by 
a ſlow ſuc ceſſion ot ſoft impulſcs. Good humour 
is a ſtate between gaicty and unconcern; the ct or 
emanation of a mind at leiſure to regard the grati- 
fication of another. 


IT is imagined by many, that whenever they a- 
ſpire to pleaſe, they are required to be merry, and 
to ſhew the gladneis of their jouls by flights ot plea: 
ſantry, and burſts of laughter. But though cheſe 
men may be for a time heard with applauſe and ad- 
miration, they ſeldom delight us long. We enjoy 
them a little, and then retire to eaſineſs and good 
humour; as the eye gazes a while on eminences glit- 
tering with the ſun, but ſoon turns aching away io 
verdure, and to flowers. 


GAIETY is to good humour as animal perfumes 
to vegetable trayrance; the one overpowers weak 
e and the other recreates and revives them. 

zaiety ſeldom fails to give lome pain: the hearers 
either ſtrain their faculties to accompany its tower. 
ings, or are left behind in envy and deſpair. Good 
humour boaſts no faculties which every one docs 
not believe in his own power, and plealcs principal 


ly by not offending. 
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; IT is well known, that the moſt certain way. to 
ge any man pleaſure, is to perſuade him that you 
. W receive pleaſure from him, to encourage him to 
freedom and confidence, and to avoid any ſuch ap- 
; WW p:arance of ſuperiority as may overbear and depreſs 

him. We fee many that by this art only, ſpend their 

days in the, midſt of careſles, invitations, and civis 
7 W lies; and without any extraordinary qualities or 
\ W attiinments, are the univerſal- favourites of both 
- W {cx<35, and certainly find a friend in every place. 
„Ine darlings of the world will indeed be general- 


- Wir found ſuch as excite neither jealouſy nor fear, 


end are not conſidered as candidates for any emi- 
r nent degree of reputation, but content themſelves 
r W with common accompliſhments, and endeavour ra- 
ther to ſolicit kindneis than to raiſe eſteem ; there- 

fore in aſſemblies and places of reſort, it ſeldom fails 

to happen, that though at the entrance of ſoine 
+ N pirticular perſon every face brightens with gladneſs, 
d Wand every hand is extended in ſalutation; yet if you 
a MW puriue him beyond the firſt exchange of civilitics, 
ſe you will ſind him of very {mall importance, and on- 
d. hy welcome to the company, as one by whom all 
y WW conceive themſelves admired, and with whom any 
d oa is at liberty to amuſe himſelf, when he can find 
it- N no other auditor or companion, as one with whom 
all are at eaſe, who will hear a jeſt without criticitm, 
and a narrative without contradiction, who laughs 
With every wit, and yields to every diſputer. 


them to aſſociate with thoſe from whom they have 
no reaton to fear mortification; and there arc times 
in which the wiſe and the knowing are willing to 
receive praiſe without the labour of deſerving it, in 
which the moſt elevated mind is willing to deſcend, 
and the moſt active to be at reſt. All therefore are, 
a ſome hour or another, fond of companiuns whom 
they can entertain upon caly terms, and who will 
relicve them from ſolitude, without condeuining 

p them 


Tarr are many whoſe vanity always inclines 
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them to vigilance and caution. We are mot in. 
clined to love when we have nothing to fear; and 
he that encourages us to pleaſe ourſelves, will not 
be long without preference in our affection to thoſe 
whoſe learning holds us at the diſtance of pupils, or 
whoſe wit calls all attention from us, and leaves ug 
without importance and without regard. 


IT is remarked by prince Henry, when he ſees 
Falſtaff ly ing on the ground, that he could have bitter 
ſpared a better man, He was well acquainted with 
the vices and follies of him whom he lamented ; but 
while his conviction compelled him to do juſtice to 
ſuperior qualities, his tenderneſs ſtill broke out at 
the remembrance of Falſtaff, of the cheertul com: 
panion, the loud buffoon, with whom he had patled 
his time in all the luxury of idleneſs, who had ylad- 
ed him with unenvied merriment, and whom he 
could at once enjoy and deſpite. 


You may perhaps think this account of thoſe who 
are diſtinguithed for their good humour, not very 
conſiſtent with the praiſes which I have beſtowed 
upon it. But ſurely nothing can more evidently 
ſhew the value of this quality, than that it recom 
mends thoſe who are deſtitute of all other excellen- 
cies, and procures regard to the trifling, friendfhp 
to the worthleis, and affection to the dull. 


Goop humour 1s indeed generally degraded by 
the characters in which it is found : for being con- 


ſidered as a cheap and vulgar quality, we find it of. 


ten neglected by thoſe that, having excellencies of 
higher reputation and brighter iplendour, perhaps 
imagine, that they have ſome right to gratify them. 
ſelves at the expence of others, and are to demand 


compliance, rather than to practiſe it. It is by ſome 


unfortunate miſtake, that almoſt all thoſe who have 
any claim to eſteem or love, preſs their pretenſions 


with too little conſideration of others. This miſtake 
my 
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my own intereſt, as well as my zeal for pore hap- 
| pineſs, makes me deſirous to rectify ; tor I have a 
| Wtricnd, who, becauſe he knows his own fidelity 
e 
r 


and uſcfulneſs, is never willing to tink into a com- 


panion. I have a wife whole beauty firſt ſubdued 
ne, and whoſe wit confirmed her conqueſt, but 
whoſe beauty now ſerves no other purpole than to 
entitle ker to tyranny, and whoſe wit is only uſed 
to juſtify perverſeneſs. | 


h SURELY nothing can be more unreaſonable than 
* to loſe the will to pleaſe, when we are conſcious of 


che power; or ſhow more cruelty than to chuſe 
Hany kind of influence before that of kindneſs. He 
1 that regards the welfare of others, ſnould make his 


virtue approachable, that it may be loved and co- 
pied; and he that conſiders the wants which every 
nin feels, or will feel of external aſſiſtance, muſt 
rather with to be ſurrounded by thoſe that love 
hin, than by thoſe that admire his excellencies, or 
ſolicit his favours; for admiration ceafcs with no— 
elty, and intereſt gains its end. and retires. A 
nan whoſe great qualities want the ornament of 
uperficial attractions, is like a naked mountain 


ill the treaſure is exhauſted. 
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ters by beggaring his jon. My aunts being, at tht 


* 


Nums. 73. Tos DAY, November 27. 1750, 


Stulte quid heu votis fruſtra puerilibus opta 
Nue non ulla tulit, fertve, feretve dies. Ovip. 


Why thinks the foul with childiſt hope to ſee 
What neither 1s, nor was, nor e'er ſhall be? 
| ELPHINSTON, 


To the RAM B L E R. 


1 
F you feel any of that compaſſion, which you 
recommend to others, you will not diſregard a 
caſe which I have reaſon from obſervation to be- 
lieve very common, and which I know by expe- 
rience to be very miſerable. And though the query: 
lous are ſeldom received with great ardour of kind- 
neſs, I hope to eſcape the mortification of finding 
that my lamentations fpread the contagion of im. 
patience, and produce anger rather than tendernels, 
I write not merely to vent the ſwelling of my heart, 
but to enquire by what means I may recover my 
tranquillity z and ſhall endeavour at brevity in my 
narrative, having long known that complaint quick- 
ly tires, however elegant, or however juſt. 


I was born in a remote county, of a family that 
boaſts alliances with the greateſt names in Engliſh 
hiſtory, and extends its claims of affinity to the Tu- 
dors and Plantagenets My anceſtors, by little and 
little, waſted their patrimony, till my tather bad 
not enough left for the ſupport of a family, without 
deſcending to the cultivation of his own grounds, 
being condemned to pay three ſiſters the fortune 
allotted them by my grandtather, who is ſuſpect 
to have made his will when he was incapable cf 


adjuſting properly the claims of his children, and 


who, perhaps without defign, enriched his daugh: 
dead 
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death of their father, neither young nor beautiful, 

nor very eminent for ſoftnefs ot behaviour, were 
ſuttered to live unſolicited, and by accumulating the 
intereſt of their portions grew every day richer and 
prouder. My tather plcated himſcif with foreſce- 

ing that the poſſeſſions of thoſe ladies muſt revert 

at lait to the hereditary eſtate ; and that his family 
might loſe none of its dignity, eclolved to keep me 
untainted with a lucrative employment: whenever 
| theretore | diſcovered any inclination tothe improve» 
ment of my condition, my mother never failed to 
put me in mind of my birth, and charged me to do 
nothing with which | might be reproached, when 1 

ſhould come to my aunt's eſtate. 

Ix all the perplexities or vexations which want of 

. money brought upon us, it was our conftant practice 
„be have recourte-to futurity. If any of our neigh- 
bours furpatied us in appearance, we went home, 
„aud courrived an equipage, with which the death of 
Wb aunts was to jupply us. It any purſe proud up- 
furt was deficient in reſpect, vengeance was referred 

to the time in which our eſtate was to be repaired. 
We regiitered every act of civility and rudeneſs, 
enquired the number of Githes at every feaſt, and 
miuuted the furniture of every houſe, that we might, 
when the hour ot attluence thould come, be able to 


ecliple all their ſplendour, and fſurpals all their 
maguificence. 


Ueon plans of elegance, and ſchemes of pleaſure, 
the day rote and tet, and the year went round unre- 
garded, while we were bulicd 1n laying out planta- 
ions on ground not yet our own, and deliberating 
vacther the manor-houſe thould be rebuilt or re- 
paired, This was the amuſement of our leiſure, and 
luc tolace of our exigencies: we met together only 
to contrive how our approaching fortune ſhould be 
enjoyed; for in this our converſation always end- 


K 2 | of 


ed, on whatever ſubject it began, We had none 
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* No. 
of the collateral intereſts, which diverſify the life dico 
of others with joys and hopes, but had turned our . 
whole attention on one event, which we could nei. od 
ther hatten nor retard, and had no other object of re 
curioſity, than the health or ficknels of my aunt, an 
of which we were careful to procure very exact and A 
carly intelligence. away 
a : . my a 
FT ils viſionary opulence for a while foothed our * 


imagination, but atterwards fired our withes, and 
exaſperated our neceſſities; and my father could Te 
not always reſtrain himſelf from exclaiming, that ny 


. t 
creature had fo many lives as a cat, and an old maid, r 
At laſt. upon the recovery of his tiſter from an imprc 
ague, which the was ſuppoſed to have caught by 3 
ſparing fire, be began to loſe his ſtomach, and four long 
months afterwards ſunk into the grave. 1 
her fi 


My mother, who loved her huſband, furvived hin 
but a litte while, and left me the ſole heir of their "28 
lands, their ſchemes, and their wiſhes. As I had 


. . larger 
not enlarged my conceptions either by books ot _ . z 
converſation, I differed only from my father by the W 
freſhneſs of my cheeks, and the vigour of my ſtep; by : c 
and, like him, gave way to no thoughts, but of en WW = 
_ joying the wealth which my aunts were hoarding, CR 
Ar length the eldeſt fell ill. I paid the civilitie Cn 4 
and compliments which ſickneſs requires, with the I ing 0 
utmoſt punctuality. I dreamed every night of ef: JE 
cutcheons and white gloves, and enquired everſ 
morning at an early hour, whether there were any 3 
news of my dear aunt. At laſt a meſſenger wa liſcon 
ſent to inform me, that I muſt come to her without ee 
the delay, of a moment. 1 went, and heard her lat bai 
advice; but opening her will, found that ſhe had 
left her fortune to her ſecond ſiſter. | Bo: 
| | ode 
Inu my head; the younger ſiſter threatened to * 


be married, and every thing was dilappointment and 
i diſcontent. 


diſcontent. I was in danger of loſing irreparably 
one third of my hopes, and was condemned ſtill to 
wait for the reſt. Of part of my terror I was ſoon 
eaſed ; for the youth, whom his relations would 
have compelled to marry the old lady, after innu- 
merable ſtipulations, articles, and ſettlements, ran 
away with the daughter of his father's groom ; and 
my aunt, upon this conviction of the perfidy of man, 
reſolved never to liſten more to amorous addreſſes. 


Tex years longer I dragged the ſhackles of ex- 
pectation, without ever ſuffering a day to paſs, in 
which I did not compute how much my chance was 
improved of being rich to-morrow. At laſt the ſe- 
cond lady died, after a ſhort illneſs, ich yet was 
long enough to afford her time for the diſpoſal of 
her eſtate, which ſhe gave to me after the death of 
her fitter, | | 


larger fortune, though not in my power, was cer-- 
tain and unalienable; nor was there now any dan- 


| 
| I was now relieved from part of my. miſery ; a 
er, that 1 might at laſt be fruſtrated of my hopes 


by a fret of dotage, the flatteries of a chamber-maid, 
the whiſpers of a tale-bearer, or the officiouſneſs of 
anurſe. But my wealth was yet in reverſion, my 

{WH unt was to be buried before I could. emerge to- 

MW andeur and pleaſure; and there were yet, accord- 


j me and happineſs. 
1 | . 4 : 
1 I HOWEVER lived on, without any clamours of 


diſcontent, and comforted myſelf with coutidering,, 
that ail are mortal, and they who are continually: 
decaying, muſt at laſt be deſtroyed. 


BUT let no man from this time ſuffer his felicity 
to depend on the death of his aunt. The good: 
&ntlewoman was very regular in her hours, and: 

K. 3 ſimple- 


to 


Dt. 
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ſimple in her diet, and in walking or fitting ſtill, 
waking or ſleeping, had always in view the prefer. 
vation of her health. She was ſubject to no difor. 
der but hypochondriac dejection; by which, with- 
out intention, ſhe increaſed my miferies, for when- 
ever the weather was cloudy, ſhe would take her 
bed, and fend me notice that her time was come. [ 
went with all the haſte of eagerneſs, and ſometimes 
received paſhonate injunctions to be kind to her 


maid, and directions how the laſt offices ſhould be 


performed; but if before my arrival the fun hap- 
pened to break out, or the wind to change, I met 
her at the door, or found her in the garden, buſt- 
ling and vigilant, with all the tokens of long lite, 


SOMETIMES, however, ſhe fell into diſtempers, 
and was thrice given over by the doctor; yet ſhe 
found means of {lipping through the gripe of death, 
and after having tortured me three months at each 
time with violent alternations of hope and fear, 
came out of her chamber without any other hurt 
than the loſs of fleſh, which in a few weeks ſhe 
recovered by broths and jellies. 


As moſt have ſagacity ſufficient to gueſs at the 
deſires of an heir, it was the conſtant practice of 
thoſe who were hoping at ſecond hand, and en- 


- deavoured to ſecure my favour againſt the time 


when I ſhould be rich, to pay their court, by ia- 
forming me, that my aunt began to droop, that ſhe 
had lately a bad night, that ſhe coughed feebly, and 
that ſhe could never climb May hill; or at leaſt, 


that the autumn would carry her off. Thus was L 
flattered in the winter with the piercing winds of 


March, and in ſummer with the fogs of September. 
But ſhe lived through ſpring and fall, and fet heat 
and cold at defiance, till after near half a century, 


I buried her on the fourteenth of laſt June, aged 


ninety-three years five months and fix days. 5 
| OR 
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Fok two months after her death I was rich, and 
was pleaſed with that obſequiouſneſs and reverence 
which wealth inftantancouſly procures. But this joy 
is now paſt, and I have returned again to my old 
habit of wiſhing, Being accuſtomed to give the 
future full power over my mind, and to ſtart away 
from the ſcene before me to ſome expected enjoy- 
ment, 1 deliver up myſelf to the tyranny of every 
deſire which fancy ſuggeſts, and long for a thoutand 
things which I am unable to procure. Money has 
much leſs power, than is atcribed to it by thoſe 
that want it, I had formed ſchemes which I can- 
not execute; I had ſuppoſed events which do not 
come to paſs; and the reſt of my life muſt paſs in 
craving ſolicitude, unleſs you can find ſome remedy 
for a mind, corrupted with an inveterate diſeaſe of 
withing, and unable to think on any thing but 
wants, which reaſon tells me will never be ſupplied. 


J am, &c. 
1 | CUPIDUS, 


NuMB. 74. SATURDAY, December 1. 1750. 


Rixatur de la na ſe pe caprina. Ho. 


For nouglit tormented, ſhe for nought torments. 
ELPAINSTONe 


M E N ſeldom give pleaſure, where they are not 
| pleaſed themſelves; it is neceſſary therefore 
Wo cultivate an habitual alacrity and cheertulneſs, 
| Wat in whatever ſtate we may be placed by provi- 
dence, whether we are appointed to confer or re- 
ceive benefits, to implore or to afford protection, we 
may ſecure the love of thoſe with whom we trauſact, 
For though it is generally imagined, that he who 
rants favours, may ſpare any attention*to his be- 
Baviour, and that uſcfulncts will always procure 
triends; 
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friends; yet it has been found, that there 1s an art 
of granting requeſts, an art very difficult of attain- 
ment; that ofticiouſneſs and liberality may be fo 3. 
dulterared, as to loſe the greater part of their ef. 
fe&t; that compliance may provoke, relief may he 
raſs, and liberality diſtreſs. 


No diſeaſe of the mind can more fatally diſable 
it from benevolence, the chiet duty of ſocial beings, 
than ill humour or pecviſhuefs; for though it 
breaks not out in paroxyſms of outrage, nor burſts 
into clamour, turbulence, and bloodfhed, it wears 
out happineſs by ſlow corroſion, and ſmall injuries 
inceſſantly repeated, It may be confidered as the 
canker of life, that deſtroys its vigour, and checks 
its improvement, that creeps on with hourly depre- 
dations, and taints and vitiates what it cannot con- 
fume. | 


PEeEviIsHNFss, when it has been ſo far indulged, 
as to outrun the notions of the will, and diſcover it- 
ſelf without premeditation, is a ſpecies of depravity 
in the higheſt degree diſguſting and offenſive, becaule 
no rectitude of intention, nor ſoftneis of addreſs, 
can cenſure a moment's exemption from affront and 
indignity. While we are courting the favour of z 
peeviſh man, and exerting ourſelves in the moſt di- 
ligent civility, an unlucky ſyllable diſpleaſes, an 
unheeded circumſtance ruftles and exaſperates; and 
in the moment when we congratulate ourſelves up- 
on having gained a friend, our endeavours are fru- 
ſtrated at once, and all our aſſiduity forgotten in 
the catual tumult of ſome trifling irritation. 


Tr1s-troubleſome impatience is ſometimes no- 
thing more than the ſymptom of ſome deeper malady. 
He that is angry without daring to conteſs his re. 
ſentment, or forrowful without the liberty of telling 
his grief, is too frequently inclined to give vent to 
the fermentations of his mind at the firſt Pre 
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that are opened, and to let his paſſions boil over 
upon thoſe whom accident throws in his way. A 
painful and tedious courſe of ficknels frequently 
produces fuch an alarming apprehenſion ot the 
leaſt increale of uneaſineſs, as keeps the toul perpe- 
tually on the watch, ſuch a reſtleſs and inceſſant ſo- 
licitude, as no care or tenderneſs can appeaſe, and 
can only be pacified by the cure of the diſtemper, 
and the removal of that pain by which it is excited, 


NeARUr approaching to this weakneſs, is the 


captiouſneſs of old age. When the ſtrength is cruſh- 
ed, the ſenſes are dulled, and the common pleaſures 
of lite become inſipid by re petition, we are willing 
to impute our uneatinels to cauſes not wholly out 
of our power, and pleaſe ourſelves with tancying 
that we ſuffer by neglect, unkindneſs, or any evil 
which adinits a remedy, rather than by the decays 
of nature, which cannot be prevented or repaired, 
We therefore revenge our pains upon thoſe on 
whom we reſolve to charge them; and too often 
drive mankind away at the time we have the greats 
eſt need of tenderneſs and afhitance. 8 


Bor though peeviſſineſs may ſometimes claim our 
compaſſion, as the conſequence or concomitant of 
milery, it is very often found, where nothing can 
juſtity or excuſe its admiſſion. It is frequently one 
of the attendants on the proſperous, and is employ- 


ed by inſolence in exacting homage, or by tyranny. 


in haraſſing ſubjection. It is the offspring of idle- 
nee or pride; of idleneſs anxious for trifles; or 
pile unwilling to endure the leaſt obſtruction of 
ber wiſhes, Thoſe who have long lived in ſolitude, 
indeed, naturally contract this unſocial quality, be- 
cauſe having long had only themſelves to pleaſe, 
they do not readily depart from their own inclina- 
tons; their ſingularities therefore are only blame 
able, when they have imprudently or moroſely with» 
drawn themſelves from the world; but there are 
| | | others, 
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others, who have, without any neceſſity, nurſed up 
this habit in their minds, by making implicit ſub. 
miſſiventſs the condition of their f+:vour, and ſuf. 
fering none to approach them, but thoſe who ne- 
ver ipcak but to applaud, or move but to obey. 


He that gives himſelf up to his own fancy, and 
converſes wich none but tuch as he hires to lull him 
on the down of ablolute authority, to ſodth him 
with obſequiouſneſs, and regale him with flattery, 
ſoon grows too flothtul for the labour oft conteſt, 
too tender for the aſpcrity of contradiction, and too 
delicate for the coarſeneſs of truth; a little oppoſi- 
tion offends, a little reſtraint enrages, and a little 
difficuſty perplexes him; having been accuſtomed 
to ſee every thing give way to his humour, he ſoon 
forgets his uwn littlenets, and expects to find the 
world rolling at his back, and all mankind'employ- 
ed to accommodate and delight him, 


TETRICA had a large fortune bequeathed to her 
by an aunt, which made her very early indepen- 
dent, and placed her in a ſtate of ſuperiority to all 
about her. Having no ſuperfluity of underſtand 
ing, ſhe was ſoon intoxicated by the flatterics of 
her maid, who informed her that ladies, ſuch as ſhe, 
had nothing to do but take pleature their own way; 
that ſhe wanted nothing from others, and had there- 
fore no realon to value their opinion; that money 
was every thing; and that they who thought them- 
{elves ill treated, ſhould look for better uſage a 
mong their equals, | 


WARM with theſe generous ſentiments, Tetric 
came forth into the world, in which ſhe endeavour 
ed to force reſpect by haughtineſs of mien, and ve- 
hemence of language; but having neither birth, 
beauty, nor wit, in any uncommon degree, ſhe tut 
fered ſuch mortification from thoſe who thought 
themiclves at liberty to return her infults, ys ” 
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duced her turbulence to cooler malignity, and 
taught her to practiſe her arts of vexation only 
where ſhe might hope to tyrannize without reſiſt- 
ance. She continued from her twentieth to her 
fifty fifth year to torment all her inferiors with ſo 
much diligence, that the has tormed a principle of 
dilapprobation, and finds in every place ſomething 
to grate her mind, and diſturb her quiet. 


Ir ſhe takes the air, ſhe is offended with the heat 
or cold, the glare of the ſun, or the gloom of the. 


clouds; if ſhe makes a viſit, the room in which the 

is to be received, is too light, or too dark, or fur- 

niſhed with ſomething which the cannot fee without 

averſion, Her tea is never of the right ſort; the 
WW figures on the china give her diiguſt. Where there 
nue children, the hates the gabble of brats; where 
Jucre are none, ſhe cannot bear a place without ſome 

cheerfulneſs and rattle. It many ſervants are kept 

in a houſe, ſhe never fails to tell how Lord Lavith 
us ruined by a numerous retinue ; if few, ſhe re- 
. Wlat-s the {tory of a miſer that made his company 
ait on themſelves. She quarrelled with one fami- 
\ Wir, becauſe ſhe had an unpleaſant view from their 
{WI viodows; with another, becaute the ſquirrel leaped 
„ Vichin two yards of her; and wich a third, becauſe 
ſhe could not bear the noite of the parrot. 


rerbial torment, She compels them to alter their 
work, then to unmake it, and contrive it after ano- 
ther faſhion z then changes her mind, and likes it 
better as it was at firit; then will have a imall im- 


ic provement. Thus ſhe proceeds till no profit can 
ur- rccompenſe the vexation; they at laſt leave the 
ve-lothes at her houſe, and refuſe to ferve her. Her 


maid, the only being that can endure her tyranny, 
ul profeflos to take her own courſe, and hear her mi- 
ght trets talk. Such is the contcquence of pecviſhneſs; 
re. N can be borne only when it is dei piied. | | 
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I ſometimes happens that too cloſe an attention 
to minute exactneſs, or a too rigorous habit of exa- 
mining every thing by the ſtandard of perfection, 


vitiates the temper, rather than improves the under. 


ſtanding, and teaches the mind to diſcern faults with 
unhappy penetration. It is incident likewife to men 
of vigorous imagination to pleaſe themſelves too 
much with futurities, and to fret becauſe thoſe ex- 


pectations are diſappointed, which ſhould never 


been formed. Knowledge and genius are often ene- 


mies to quiet, by ſuggeſting ideas of excellence, 


which men, and the performances of men, cannot 
attain. Bur let no man raſhly determine, that his 
unwillingneſs to be pleated is a proof of underſtand- 
ing, unleſs his ſuperiority appears from leſs doubt. 
ful evidence; for though peeviſhneſs may ſome- 
times juſtly boaſt its deſcent from learning, or from 
wit, it is much oftener of baſe extraction, the child 


of vanity, and nurſling of ignorance. 


S ms 
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Diligitur nemo, nifi cui Fortuna ſecunda ef}, 
Due, fimul intonuit, proxima qua que fugat. Ovin, 


When ſmiling fortune ſpreads her golden ray, 
All crowd around to flatter and obey : | 
But when ſhe thunders from an anpry ſky, 
Our friends, our flatterers, our lovers fly. 


MiG A. v. 
To te RAM B L E R. 


81 R, 
T HE diligence with which you endeavour te 
cultivate the knowledge of nature, manners, 
and life, will perhaps incline you to pay ome re- 
gard to the obſervations of one who has been taught 


to know mankind by unwelcome information, 7 
Whole 
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whoſe opinions are the reſult, not of ſolitary con- 
jectures, but of practice and experience. 


I was born to a large fortune, and bred to the 
knowledge of thoſe arts which are ſuppoſed to ac- 
compliſh the mind, and adorn the perſon of a wo- 
man. To theſe atta'oments, which cuſtom and edu- 
cation almoſt forced upon me, I added ſome volun- 


tary acquiſitions by the uſe of books, and the con- 


verſation of that ſpecies of men whom the ladies 
generally mention with terror and averſion, under 
the name of ſcholars; but whom I have found a 
harmleſs and inoffenſive order of beings, not fo 
much wiſer than ourſelves, but that they may re- 
ceive, as well as communicate knowledge; and more 
inclined to degrade their own character by coward- 
I ſabmiffion, than to overbear or opprets us with 
| Wihcir learning or their wit. 


From theſe men, however, if they are, by kind 
treatment, encouraged to tlak, ſomething may be 
gained, which, embelliſhed with elegancy, and ſof— 
tencd by modeſty, will always add dignity and va- 
Inc to female converſation ;z and from my acquiint- 
ance with the bookiſh part of the world, I derived 
many principles ot judgment, and maxims of pru- 
lence, by which | was enabled to draw upon myſelf 
he general regard in every place of concourie or 
cxfure, My opinion was the great rule of appro- 
dition; my remarks wcre remembered by thoſe 
mo d fired the ſecond degree of fame; my mien 
vas ſtudied, my dreſs was imitated, my letters were 
nded from one family to another, and read by 
hole who copied them as ſent to themſelves ; my 
its were ſolicited as honours, and multitudes 


te oaſted of an intimacy with Meliſſa, who had only 
ame by accident, and whoſe familiarity had ne- 
i er proceeded beyond the exchange, or a compli- 
op ent, or return of a courteſy. 
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I SHALL make no ſcruple of confeſſing, that! 
was pleaſed with this univerſal veneration, becauſe 
I always conſidered it as paid to my intrinſic quali. 
ties, and inſeparable merit; and very eafily perſus- 
ded myſelf, that fortunc had no part in my ſuperio- 
rity. When I looked upon my glaſs, I faw youth 
and beauty, with health that might give me reaſon 
to hope their continuance. Waen I examined my 
mind, I found ſome ſtrength of judgment, and fer: 
tility of fancy; and was told, that every action wa 
grace, and that every accent was perſuaſion. 


No. 75, 


In this manner my life paſſed like a continual 
triumph, amidſt acclamations, and envy, and court. 
ſhip, and careſſes: to pleaſe Meliſſa was the gene. 
ral ambition, and every ſtratagem of artful flatter 
was practiſed upon me. To be flattered is grateful, 
even when we know that our praiſes are not belie- 
ved by thoſe who pronounce them : for they prove 
at leuſt our power, and ſhew, that our favour i 
valugd, fince it is purchaſed by the meannels of 
fallchood. But perhaps the flatterer is not often 
det: &ted, for an honeſt mind is not apt to ſuſpech 
and no one exerts the powers of diſcernment wit 
much vigour when ſelt-love favours the deccit. 


Tk number of adorers, and the perpetual d. 
ſtraction of my thoughts by new ſchemes of plex 
ſure, prevented me from liſtening to any of thok 
who crowd in multitudes to give girls advice, and 
kept me unmarried, and unengaged, to my twenty: 
ſeventh year; when, as I was towering in all tit 
pride of unconteſted excellency, with a face jc 
little impaired, and a mind hourly improving, tt 
failure of a fund, in which my money was places, 
reductd me to a frugal competency, which allow« 
little beyond ncatnets and independence. 


I BokE the diminution of my riches without a0 
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8 outrages of ſorrow, or puſillanimity of dejection. 
Indeed A did not know how much I had loſt; for 
having always heard and thought more of my wit 
and beauty, than of my fortune, it did not ſuddenly 
enter my imagination, that Melifla could fink be- 
neath her eſtabliſhed rank, while her form and her 
mind continued the ſame ; that ſhe could ceaſe to 
raiſe admiration, but by ceaſing to deſerve it; or 
fecl any ſtroke, but from the hand of time. 


o — »— [ 


IT was in my power to have concealed the loſs, 
and to have married, by continuing the ſame ap- 
pearance with all the credit of my original fortune 


ſubmit to the bateneſs of fraud, or to deſire any 
1 WW other recommendation than ſenſe and virtue. 1 
"ff therefore diſmiſſcd my equipage, fold thoſe orna- 
ments which were become unſuitable ro my new 
condition, and appeared among thoſe with whom 
I uid to converſe with leſs glitter, but with equal 


of -- -. 
bir. 
2 I rounD myſelf received at every viſit, with ſor- 
row beyond what is naturally felt for calamities in 
which we have no part, and was entertained with 
 Wcondolence and conſolation, ſo frequently repeated, 
My friends plainly conſulted rather their own 
0 gratification, than my relief. Some, from that 


10 time, ret uſed my acquaintance, and forbore, with- 
out any provocation, to repay my viſits; ſome vi- 
lted me, but atter a longer interval than uſual, 
and every return was till with more delay: nor did 


mention of my mis:ortunes, to compare my preſent 
and former condition, to tell me how much it muſt 
trouble me to want the ſplendour which I became 
lo well, to look at pleaſures which I had formerly 
enjoyed, and to fink to a level with thoſe by whom [ 
Bad been conſidered as moving in a higher ſphere, 
L 2 and 


— 


but I was not ſo far ſunk in my own efteem, as to 


any of my female acquaintances fail to introduce the 
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and who had hitherto approached me with reve. 
rence and ſubmiſſion, which 1 was now no longer 
to expect, 


112 


OBsrRrvaATIONS like theſe, are commonly no. 
thing better than covert infults, which ſerve to give 
vent to. the flatulence of pride; but they are now 
and then imprudently uttered by honeſty and bene- 
volence, and inflict pain where kindnels is intended, 
I will therefore ſo far maintain my antiquated claim 
to politencts, as to venture the eſtabliſhment of 
this rule, that no one ought to remind another of 
misfortunes of which the ſufferer does not com- 
plain, and which there are no means propoſed of 
alleviating. You have no right to excite thoughts 
which neceſſarily give pain whenever they return, 
and which perhaps might not have revived but by 
abſurd and unſcaſonable compaſſion. 


My endleſs train of lovers immediately withdrew, 
without raifing any emotions. The greater part 
had indeed always profeſſed to court, as it is term- 
ed, upon the {quare, had enquired my fortune, and 
offered ſcttlements; theſe had undoubtedly a right 
to retire without cenſure, ſince they had openly 
treated for money, as neceſſary to their happineſs; 
and who can tell how little they wanted any other 
portion”? I have always thought the clamours of 
women unreaſonable, who imagine themſelves in- 
jured, becaufe the men who followed them upon the 
ſuppoſition of a greater fortune, reject them when 
they are diſcovered to have leſs. I have never 
known any lady, who did not think wealth a title 
to ſome ſtipulations in her favour ; and ſurely what 
is claimed by the poſleſſion of money, is juſtly for- 
feited by its loſs. She that has once demanded a 


ſettlement, has allowed the importance of fortune; 
and when ſhe cannot ſhew pecuniary merit, why 
ſhould ſhe think her cheapencr obliged to purchaſe? 
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My lovers were not all contented with filent de- 
ſertion. Some of them revenged the neglect which 
they had formerly endured by wanton and fuper- 
fuous inſults, and endeavoured to mortify me, by 
p-ying in my preſence thoſe civilities to other ladies, 
which were once devoted only to me. But, as it 
had been my rule to treat men according to the 
rank of their intellect, I had never ſuffered any one 
to waſte his life in ſuſpenſe, who could have em- 
ployed it to better purpoſe, and had therefore no 
enemies but coxcombs, whoſe reſentment and re- 
ſpect were equally below my conſideration. 


Taz only pain which I have felt from degrada- 
Lon, is the lofts of that influence which I had al- 
vas exerted on the fide of virtue, in the defence 
ot innocence, and the aſſertion of truth. I now 

find my opinions flighted, my ſentiments criticiſed, 
and my arguments oppoſed by thoſe that uſed to 
liſten to me without reply, and ſtruggle to be firſt 
tin expreſſing their conviction. The female diſpu- 
„ unts have wholly thrown off my authority; and if 
| WH! cudeavour to enforce my reaſons by an appeal to 
t che (cholars that happen to be preſent, the wretches 
uc certain to pay their court, by ſacrificing me and 
y ſyſtem to a finer gown, and 1 am every hour in- 
ſulted with contradiction by cowards, who could ne- 
ver find till lately that Melifla was liable to error. 


THERE are two perſons only whom I cannot 
charge with having changed their conduct with my 
change of fortune. One is an old curate that has 
patled his life in the duties of his profeſſion, with 
great reputation for his knowledge and piety; the 
other is a lieutenant of dragoons. The parſon made 


a Wo difficulty, in the height of my elevation, to check 

e; ne when 1 was pert, and inſtruct me when I blun- 
| . . * . * 

hy cred; and if there is any alteration, he is now 

et 

. 


ore timorous, leſt his freedom ſhould be thought 
ir audencſs. The ſoldier never paid me any particu- 


L 3 lar 
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lar addreſſes, but very rigidly obſerved all the rules 
of politeneſs, which he is now fo far from relaxing, 
that whenever-he ſerves the tea, he obſtinately car. 
ries me the firſt dith, in defiance of the frowns and 
whiſpers of the table. 1 


Tris, Mr RAMBLER, is to ſee the world. It is 
impoſſible for thoſe that have only known affluence 
and proſperity, to judge rightly of themſelves or 
others. The rich and the powerful live in a perpe- 
tual maſquerade, in which all about them wear 
borrowed characters; and we only diſcover in what 
eſtimation we are held, when we can no longer 
give hopes or fears. 

Jam, &c. 


MELISss4. 


. 
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Siſvis ui paſſim 

Palantes error certs de tramite pellit, 

Ille ſiniſtrorſum, bie dextrotſum abit, anus utrique 
Error, ſed variis illudit partibus. Hon. 


While mazy error draws mankind aſtray 
Fremtruth's ſure path, each takes his diviousway: 
One to the right, one to the left recedes, 
Alike deluded, as each faucy leads. Ei PHLINSTON, 


_ FT is caſy for every man, whatever be his cha 

racter with others, to find reaſons for eſteem: 
ing himſelf; and therefore cenfure, contempt, 0r 
conviction of crimes, ſeldom deprive him of his own 
favour. Thoſe, indeed, who can fee only external 
facts, may look upon him with abhorrence ; but 
when he calls himfelf 'to his own tribunal, he finds 
every fault, if not abſolutely effaced, yet ſo much 
palliated by the goodneſs of his intention, and the 
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cogency of the motive, that very little guilt or tur- 
pirude remains; and when he takes a ſurvey of the 
whole complication of his character, he diſcovers 
ſo many latent excellencies, fo many virtues that 
want but an opportunity to exert themſelves in act, 
and ſo many kind wiſhes for univerſal happineſs, 
that he looks on himſelf as ſuffering unjuſtly under 
the infamy of ſingle failings, while the general tem- 
per of his mind is unknown or unregarded. 


IT is natural to mean well, when only abſtracted 
ideas of virtue are propoſed to the mind, and no 


lo willing is every man to flatter himlelt, that the 
difference between approving laws, and obeying 
them, is frequently forgotten; he that acknow- 
ledges the obligations of morality, and plcates his 
vanity with enforcing them to others, concludes 
himt-1f zcalous in the cauſe of virtue, though he 
has no longer any regard to her precepts, than they 
conform to his own deſires; and counts himſelf a- 
mong her warmeſt lovers, becauſe he praites her 
beauty, though every rival ſteals away his heart. 


TrERE are, however, great numbers who have 
li: le recourſe to the refinements of ſpeculation, but 
who yet live at peace with themſclves, by means 
which require leſs underſtanding, or leſs attention. 
When their hearts are burthened with the conſciouſ- 
n ſs of a crime, inſtead of ſeeking tor ſome reme- 
dy within themſelves, they look round upon the 
reſt of mankind, to find others tainted with the 
ſame guilt : they pleaſe themſclves with obſerving, 
that they have numbers on their fide; and that 
though they are hunted out from the focicty of 
=_ men, they are not likely to- be condemned to 
olitude. 


Ir may be obſerved, perhaps without exception, 
that none are ſo induſtrious to detect wickedneſs, 
or 
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or ſo ready to impute it, as they whoſe crimes are 
apparent and confeſſed. They envy an unblemiſh. 
ed reputation; and what they envy, they are buſy 
to deſtroy : they are unwilling to ſuppoſe themſelves 
meaner, and more corrupt than others, and there. 
fore willingly pull down from their elevations thoſe 
with whom they cannot riſe to an equality. No 
man yet was ever wicked without ſecret diſcontent; 
and according to the different degrees of remaining 
virtue, or unextinguiſhed reaſon, he either endea- 
vours to reform himſelf, or corrupt others; ei. 
ther to regain the ſtation which he has quitted, or 
prevail on others to imitate his defection. 


Ir has been always confidered as an alleviation 
of miſery not to fufter alone, even when union and 
fociety can contribute nothing to reſiſtance or e- 
fcape; ſome comfort of the ſame kind ſeems to in- 
cite wickedneſs to ſcek aflociates, though indeed 
another reaſon may be given; for as guilt is propa- 
gated, the power of reproach is diminiſhed, and a- 
mong numbers equally deteſtable, every individual 
may be ſheltered from thame, though not from con- 
ſcience. 


ANOTHER lenitive by which the throbs of the 
breaſt are aſſuaged, is, the contemplation, not of 
the ſame, but ot different crimes. He that cannot 
juſtify himſelf by his reſemblanee to others, is ready 
to try ſome other expedient, and to enquire what 
will riſe to his advantage from oppoſition and diffi- 
militude. He eafily finds ſome faults in every 
human being, which he weighs againſt his own, 
and cafily makes them preponderate while he keeps 
the balance in his own hand, and throws in or 
takes out at his pleaſure circumſtances that make 
them heavier or lighter. He then triumphs in bis 


comparative purity, and ſcts himſelf at eaſe, not 
becauſe he can refute the charges advanced àgainſt 
him, but becauic he can cenſure his acculers ws 

| equa 


viatic 
bran 
of pr 
a {tu} 
to un 
rity 1: 
it be 
ſt ind 
of thi 
may t 


L ſtand 


himſe 
poſite 
avoid. 
time t 


their « 
upon 

ſclves, 
ok cen 


EI 
lated, 
every 
whoſe 
Public 
themſc 


AL 
ly Vail 


No. 6 THE RAMBLER ny 


equal juſtice, and no longer fears the arrows of re- 
proach, when he has ſtored his magazine of ma- 
lice with weapons equally ſharp and equally enve- 
nomed, 


Ta1s practice, though never juſt, is yet ſpecious 
and artful, when the cenſure is directed againſt de- 
viations to the contrary extreme, 'The man who 1s 
branded with cowardice, may, with ſome appearance 
of propriety, turn all his force of argument againſt 
a ſtupid contempt of life, and raſh precipitation in- 
to unneceſſary danger. Every receſſion — teme- 
rity is an approach towards cowardice; and though 
it de conteſſed that bravery, like other virtues, 
ſtinds between faults on either hand, yet the place 
of the middle point may always be diſputed; he 
my ſcherefore often impoſe upon careleſs under- 
ſtandings, by turning the attention wholly from 
| WH himſelf, and keeping it fixed invariably on the op- 
- WH pofite fault; and, by ſhewing how many evils are 

avoided by his behaviour, he may conceal for a 
| WH time thoſe which are incurred. | 


BuT vice has not always opportunities or addreſs 
for ſuch artful ſubterfuges; men. often extenuate 
their own guilt, only by vague and general charges 
upon others, or endeavour to gain reſt to them- 
[.lves, by pointing ſome other prey to the purſuit 
ot cenſure. | 


Every whiſper of infamy is induſtriouſly circu- 
lated, every hint of ſuſpicion eagerly improved, and 
crery failure of conduct joyfully publiſhed, by thoſe 
vhoſe intereſt it is, that the eye and voice of the 
public ſhould be employed on any rather than on 
themſelves. 


ALI. theſe artifices, and a thouſand others equal- 
7 vain and equally deſpicable, are incited by that 
| conviction 
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conviction of the deformity of wickedneſs, from 
which none can ſet himſelf free, and by an abſurd 
deſire to ſeparate the cauſe from the effects, and to 
enj y the profit of crimes without ſuffering the 

ame. Men are willing to try all methods of re- 
conciling guilt and quiet; and when their under. 
ſtandings are ſtubborn and uncomplying, raiſe thfir 
paſſions againſt them, and hope to overpower their 
own knowledge. 


IT is generally not ſo much the defire of men, 
ſunk into depravity, to deceive the world as them- 
ſelves; for when no particular circumſtances make 
them dependent on. others, infamy diſturbs them 
little, but as it revives their remorſe, and is echoed 
to them from their own hearts. The ſentence moſt 
dreaded is that of reaton and conſcience, which they 
would engage on their ſide at any price but the la- 
bours of duty, and the ſorrows of repentance. For 
this purpoſe every ſeducement and fallacy is ſought, 
the hopes ſtill reſt upon ſome new experiment till 
lite is at an end; and thelaſt hour fteals on unper- 
ceived, while the facultics are engaged in reſiſting 
reaſon, and repreſſing the ſenſe of the divine diſap- 
probation. 
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Nous. 77. TukEspAx, December 11. 1750. 


0: dienum aterno nitidum quod fulgeat Auro, 
Si mallet laudare Deum, cui ſordi va Monſtra 
Pretulit, et liguidam temeravit Crimine vocem. 
PRUDENT» 
A golden ſtatue ſuch a wit might claim, 
Had God and virtue rais'd the noble fla ne; 
But ah! how lewd a (ubjec& has he ſung, 
What vile obſcenity profanes his tongue. 
F. Lewis, 


MONG thoſe, whoſe hopes of diſtinction or 

riches ariſe from an opinion of their intellec- 

tual attainments, it has been, trom age to age, an 

eſtabliſhed cuſtom to complain of the ingratitude 

of mankind to their inſtructors, and the diicourage- 

ment which men of genius and ſtudy ſuffer from 

" WH zvarice and ignorance, from the prevalence of falſe 
"WH talte, and the encroachment of varbarity, 


Men are moſt powerfully affected by thoſe evils 
which themſelves teel, or which appear before their 
own eyes; and as there has never been a time of 
ſuch general felicity, but that many have failed to 
obtain the rewards to which they had, in their own 
judgment, a juit claim, ſome offended writer has 
always declamed, in the rage of ditappointment, 
againſt his age or nation; nor 1s there one who has 
not fallen upon times more untavourable to learn- 
ing than any former century, or who does not with, 
that he had been reſerved in the inſenſibility of non— 
exiſtence to ſome happier hour, when literary me- 
rit ſhill no longer be dclpiied, and the gifts and 
careſſ's of mankind ſhiil recomp-nſe the toiis of 
ſtudy, and add luſtre to the charins of wit. 


Many of theſe clamours are und ubtedly to be 
conſidered only as the burits of prid- never to be 
latisficd, as the prattle of aiicctation mimicking di- 

ſtreſſes 
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ſtreſſes unfelt, or as the commog places of vanity 
ſolicitous for ſplendour of ſentences, and acutencly 
of remark. Vet it cannot be denied, that frequent 
diſcontent muſt proceed from frequent hardſhips; 
and though it is evident, that not more than one 
age or people can deſerve the cenſure of being more 
averſe from learning than any other, yet at all times 
knowledge muſt have encountered unpediments, 
and wit been mortified with contempt, or harafſed 
with perſecution. 


IT is not neceſſary, however, to join immediate. 
ly in the outcry, or to condemn mankind as pleaſed 
with ignorance, or alw ys envious of ſuperior abi. 
lities, The miſeries of the learned have bcen rela- 
ted by themſelves; and ſince they have not been 
found exempt from that partiality with which men 
look upon their own actions and ſufferings, we may 
conclude that they have not forgotten to deck their 
cauſe with the brighteſt ornaments, and ſtrongeſt 
colours. The logician collected all his ſubileiies 
when they were to be employed in his own defence; Hr 
and the maſter of rhetoric exerted againſt his ad- 


verſary all the arts by which hatred is enbittered, 41 
and indignation inflamed. = 
: 1 | fhoul 

- ee ny man in his own cauſe, is the ſtand. n <A 

ing and perpetual rule of diſtributive juſtice. dincg © will 
therefore, in the controverſy between the learned "=p 
and their enemies, we have only the pleas of one and a 


party, of the party more able to delude our under- 
ſtandings, and engage our paſſions, we muſt deter- vorld 
mine our opinion by facts unconteſted, and evidet* Wh, 
ces on each ſide allowed to be genuine, ö ff. t. 


By this procedure, I know not whether the ſtu Ned as 
dents will find their cauſe promoted, or the com labyrit 
| paſſion which they expect much increaſed, Let their iadian 
conduct be impartially ſurveyed ; let them be allow: vor 
ed no longer to direct attention at their pleaſure, by 

expatiating 
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expatiating on their own deſerts; let neither the 
dignity of knowledge overawe the judgment, nor 
the graces of elegance ſeduce it. It will then, per- 
haps, be found. that they were not able to produce 
claims to kinder treatment, but provoked the cala- 
mities which they ſuffered, and ſeldom wanted 
friends, but when they wanted virtue. 


Tua few men, celebrated for theoretic wiſ- 
dom, live with conformity to their precepts, muſt 


be readily confeſſed; and we cannot wonder that 


the indignation of mankind riſes with great vehe- 


mence againſt thoſe who neglect the duties which 
they appear to know, with ſo ſtrong conviction, the 
neccflity of performing, Yet ſince no man has 


power of acting equal to that of thinking, I know 


not whether the ſpeculatiſt may not ſometimes incur- 


cenſures too ſevere, and by thoſe, who form ideas 
of his life from their knowledge of his books, be' 


confidered as worſe than others, only becauſe he 
was expected to be better. 


He, by whoſe writings the heart is rectiſied, the 
appetites counteracted, and the paſſions repreffed, 
may be conſidered as not unprofitable to the great 
republic of humaaity, even though his behaviour 


ſhould not always exemplify his rules. His inſtruc- 


tions may diffuſe their influence to regions, in which 
it will not be inquired, whether the author be albus 
an ater, good or bad; to times, when all his faults 


mong things of no concern or importance to the 
world; and he may kindle in thuuſands and ten 


{lf, through the fumes of p:flion, or the damps of 


radiance further than his heat, and guides all that 
Vol. II. e are 
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and all his follies ſhall be loſt in forgetfulneſs, a- 


thouſands that flame which burnt but dimly in him- 
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cowardice. The vicious moraliſt may be conſider- 
ed as a taper, by which we are lighted through the 
labyrinth of complicated paſſions, he extends his 
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are witbin view, but burns only thoſe who make 


8 


VET, fince good or harm muſt be received, for 
the moſt part, from thoſe to whom we are familiarly 
known, he whoſe vices overpower his virtues, in 
the com paſs to which his vices can extend, has no 
reaſon to complain that he meets not with affection 
or veneration, when thoſe with v hom he paſtes his 
lite are more corrupted by his practice than enlight- 
ened by bis ideas. Admiration begins where ac- 
quaintance ceaſes; and his favuurers are diſtant, 
but his enemies at hand. 


VII many have dared to boaſt of neglected me- 
Tit, and to challenge their age for cruelty and folly, 
of whom it cannot be alledged, that they have en- 
deavourcd to increaſe the wiſdom or virtue of their 
readers. They have been at once profligate in their 
lives, and licentions in their compoſitions; have 
not only forſaken the paths of virtue, but attempted 
to lure others aiter them. They have ſmoothed the 
road of perdition, covered with flowers the thorns 
of guilt, and taught temptation ſweeter notes, foſter 
blandiſhments, and ſtronger allurements. 


Ir has been apparently the ſettled purpoſe of 


| ſome writers, whoſe powers and acquiktions place. 


them high in the ranks of literature, to ſet faſhion 
on the fide of wickedneſs; to recommend de- 
bauchery and lewdneſs, by aſlociating them with 
qualities moſt likely to dazzle the diſcernment, and 
attract the affections; and to ſhow innocence and 
goodneſs with ſuch attendant weakneſſes as neceſſi- 
rily expole them to contempt and derifion, 


| Svcn naturally found intimates among the cor- 
rupt, the thoughtleſs, and the intemperate; paſled 
their lives amidſt the levities of ſportive idlenels, * 
| TP: 20K, 
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the warm profeſſions of drunken friendſhip; and fed 
their hopes with the promites of wretches, whom 
their precepts had taught to ſcoff at truth. But 
when fools had laughed away their ſprightlineſs, 
and the languors of excefs could no longer be re- 
lieved, they ſaw their protectors hourly drop way, 
and wondered and ſtormed to find themſelves aban- 
doned. Whether their companions perſiſted in 
wiekedneſs, or returned to virtue, they were left 
equally without aſſiſtance; for debauchery is ſelfiſh 
and negligent, and from virtue the virtuous only 
can expect regard. 


Ir is ſaid by Florus of Catiline, who died in the 
midſt of flaughtercd enemies, that his death had been 
uluftrious, had it been ſuffered for his, country, Of 
the wits, who have languiſhed away life under the 
preſſures of poverty, or in the reſtleſſneſs of ſuſpenſe, 
careſſed and rejected, flattered and deſpiſed, as they 
were of more or leſs uſe to thofe who. ſtiled them- 
ſelves their patrons, it might be obſerved, that their 
miſeries would enforce compaſſion, had they beer 
brought upon them by haneſty and religion. 


Taz wickedneſs of a looſe or profane author is 
more atrocious than that of the giddy libertine, or 
drunken raviſher, not only becaule it extends its et- 
fects wider, as a peſtilence that taints the air is more 

deſtructive than poiſon infuſed in a; draught, by 
becauſe it is committed with cool deliberation. By 
the inſtantaneous violence of deſrre, a good man may 
ſometimes be ſurpriſed before reflection can come to 
his reſcue; when the appetites have ſtrengthened 
their influence by habit, they are not eaſily reſiſted 
or ſuppreſſed : but for the frigid villany of ſtudious 
lewdneſs, for the calm malignity of laboured im- 
picty, what apology can be invented? What puniſh» 
ment can-be adequate to the crime of him who re- 
ures to ſolitudes tor the refinement of debauchery z. 

M., who. 
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who tortures his fancy, and ranfacks his memory, 
only that he may leave the world leſs virtuous than 
he found it; that he may intercept the hopes of the 
riſing generation; and tpread ſnares for the foul 


with more dexterity ? 


WrarT were their motives, or what their excuſe, 
is below the dignity of reafon to examine. It ha- 
ving extinguifhed in themſelves the diftinCtion of 
right and wrong, they were inſenſible of the miſ. 
chief which they promoted, they delerved to be 


| hunted down by the general compact, as no longer 


partaking of ſocial nature; if influenced by the cor. 
ruption of patrons, or readers, they ſacrificed their 


own convictions to vanity or intereſt, they were to 


be abhorred with more acrimony than he that mur- 


ders for pay; fince they committed greater crime 


without greater temptations. 


Of him to whom much ts given, much ſhall be re. 
quired. Thoſe, whom God has favourcd with ſu- 
perior faculties, and made eminent for quickneſs of 
intuition, and accuracy of diſtinctions, will certain- 
ly be regarded as culpable in his eye, for defects 
and deviations, which, in ſouls leſs enlightened, 
may be guiltleſs. But, ſurely, none can think with. 
out horror on that man's condition, who has been 
more wicked in proportion as he had more means 
of excelling in virtne, and uſed the light imparted 
from heaven only to embelliſh folly, and ſhed luſtre 
upon crimes. 
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Nous. 78. SATURDAY, December 15. 17 50. 


————NMors ſola fatetur | 
Quantula fint hominum corpuſenla. + +: - Foy. 


Death only this myſterious truth-unfolds, 
The mighty ſoul how ſinall a body holds. DRYDER. 


ORPORATL ſenſation is known to depend 
ſo much upon novelty, that cuſtom takes away 
from many things their power of giving pleaſure or 
pain, Thus a new dreſs becomes eaſy by wearing 


it, and the palate is reconciled by degrees to diſhes. 


which at firſt diſguſted it. That by long habit of 
carrying a burden we loſe, in great part, our ſen- 
d bility of its weight, any man may be convinced by 

putting on for an hour the armour of our anceſtors ;, 

for he will ſcarcely. believe that men would have had 
much inclination to marches and battles, encum- 
. bered and oppreſſed, as he will find himſelf with 
ge ancicnt panoply. Yet the heroes that over -· run 
„regions, and ſtormed towns in iron accoutrements,, 
he knows not to have been bigger, and has no rea- 
fon to imagine them ſtronger than the preſent race: 
of men; he therefore muſt conclude, that their pe- 
culiar powers were conferred only by peculiar ha- 
bits, and that their familiarity with the dreſs of war 
enabled them to move in it with eaſe, vigour, and 
agility. MET 


*YET it ſeems to be the condition of our preſent 
ſtate, that pain ſhould be more fixed and permanent 
than pleature. Uneaſineſis gives way. by flow de- 
grees, and is long before it quits its poſſcſſion ot the: 
ieniory ; but all our gratifications are volatile, va- 
grant, and caſily diſſipated. he fragrance of the: 
kilimine bower is loſt after the enjoyment of a few: 
moments, and the Indian wanders among his native 
ſpices without any ſenſe of their exhalations. It is; 
wiccd not necetfiry to ſhew by many inſtances; 
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what all mankind confeſs, by an inceſſant call for 
variety, and reſtleſs purſuit of enjoyments, which 
they value only becauſe unpoſſefled. 


- SOMETHING ſimilar, or analogous may be ob- 
ſerved in effects produced immediately upon the 
mind; nothing can ſtrongly ſtrike or affect us, but 
what is rare or ſudden, The moſt important events, 
when they become familiar, are no longer confi 
dered with wonder or ſolicitude, and that which 
at firſt filled up our whole attention, and left ng 
place for any other thought, is ſoon thruſt aſide into 
ſome remote repoſitory of the mind, and lies, among 


other lumber of the memory, overlooked and re- 


glected. Thus far the mind reſembles the body, 
but here the ſimilitude is at an end. * 


Tux manner in which external force acts upon 
the body is very little ſubject to the regulation of 
the will; no man can at pleaſure obtund or invigo- 
rate his ſenſes, prolong the agency of any impulle, 
or continue the preſence of any image traced upon 
the eye, or any ſound infuſed into the ear. But our 
ideas are more ſubjected to choice; we can call them 
before us, and command their ſtay z we can facili 
tate and promote their recurrence; we can either re- 
preſs their intruſion, or haſten their retreat. It i 
therefore the buſineſs of wiſdom and virtue, to ſe- 
lect among numberleſs objects ſtriving for our no- 


tice, ſuch as may enable us to cxalt our reaſon, ex- 


tend our views, and fecure our happinefs. But this 
choice is to be made with very little regard to rare 
neſs or frequency; for nothing is valuable merely 
becauſe it is either ſure or common, but becauſe i 
is adapted to ſome uſeful pur poſe, and enables us to 
ſupply ſome deficiency of our nature. | 


MIL rox has judiciouſly repreſented the Father 
of mankind, as ſeized with horror and aſtoniſhment 
at the fight of death, exhibited to him on the 

| mount 
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mount of viſion. For ſurely, nothing can ſo much 


diſturb the paſſions, or perplex the intellects of man, 
as the diſruption of his union with viſible nature; 


a ſeparation from all that has hitherto delighted or 
engaged him; a change not only of the place, but 


the manner of his being; an entrance into a ſtate 
not ſimply which he knows not, but which perhaps 


he has not faculties to know; an immediate and 
| perceptible communication with the ſupreme Being, 


and, what is above all diſtreſsful and alarming, the 
final ſentence, and unalterable allotment. 


Ver we to whom the ſhortneſs of life has given 


| frequent occaſions of contemplating mortality, can, 


without emotion, ſee generations of men pals away, 
and are at leaſure to eſtabliſh modes of ſorrow, 


and adjuſt the ceremonial of death. We can look 


upon funeral pomp as a common ſpectacle in which 
we have no concern, and turn away from it to tri- 


| fles and amuſements, without dejection of look, or 


inquietude of heart, 


Ir is indeed apparent, from the conſtitutionof the 
world, that there muſt be a time for other thoughts; 
and a perpetual meditation upon the laſt hour, how- 
ever it may become the ſolitude of a monaſtery, is 
inconſiſtent with many duties of common life. But 
ſurely the remembrance of death ought to predomi- 
nate in our minds, as an habitual and ſettled prin- 
ciple, always operating, though not always percei- 
ved; and our attention ſhould ſeldom wander fo far 
from our own condition, as not to be recalled and 


fixed by ſight of an event, which mult ſoon, we 


know not how ſoon, happen likewiſe to ourſelves, 
and of which, though we cannot appoint the time, 
we may ſecure the conſequence. 


Every inſtance of death may juſtly awaken our 
fears, and quicken our vigilance, but its frequency 


lv much weakens its effect, that we are ſeldom 


alarmed, 
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alarmed, unleſs ſome cloſe connection is broken, 
fome ſcheme fruſtrated, or ſome hope defeated, 
Many therefore ſeem to paſs on from youth to de. 
crepitude without any reflection on the end of life, 
becauſe they are wholly involved within themſelves, 


and look on others only as inhabitants of the com. 


mon earth, without any expectation of receiving 
good, or intention of beſtov ing it. 


EveNnTs, of which we confeſs the importance, 
excite little ſenſibility, unleſs they affect us more 
nearly than as ſharers in thecommon intereſt of man- 
kind; that deſire which every man feels of being 
remembered and lamented, is often mortified when 
we remark how little concern is cauſed by the eter- 
nal departure even of thoſe who have paſſed their 
lives with public honours, and been diſtingviſhed 


by extraordinary performances. It is not peflible 


to be regarded with tenderneſs except by a few, 
That merit which gives greatneſs and renown, dit: 
fuſes its influence to a wide compaſs, but a 
weakly on every ſingle breaſt; it is placed at a'd- 
ſtance from common ſpectators, and ſhines like one 
of the remote ſtars, of which the light reaches uy 
but not the heat. The wit, the hero, the philoſa: 
pher, whom their tempers or their fortunes han 
hindered from intimate relations, die without any 
other effect than that of adding a new topic to the 
converſation of the day. They impreſs none with 
any freſh conviction of the tragility of our nature 
becauſe none had any particular intereſt in theit 
lives, or was united to them by reciprocation d 
benefits and endearments. 


Thus it often bappens, that thoſe who in their 
lives were applauded and admired, are laid at lalt 
in the ground without the common honour of 4 
ſtone; becauſe by thoſe excellencies with which 
many were delighted, none had been obliged, and, 

thouys 


of c 
rally 
in 4; 
lol: 3 
conc 
Was | 
Not 
but t 
and 
how 
this 1 
and | 
ral n 
for t 
ſome 
pierc 


diita1 


818 
attent 
tion is 
and w 
than t 
Plies ? 
tion t 


w ee 


r r 


No. 78. THE R AMB LE R. 129 
though they had many to celebrate, they had none 
to love them. hs | 


Cos ron fo far regulates the ſentiments at leaſt 
of common miads, that I belicve men may be gene- 
rally obſerved to grow leſs tender as they advance 


in age. He who, when life was new, melted at the 


loſs of every companion, can look in time without 
concern, upon the grave into which his laſt friend 
was thrown, and into which himſelf is ready to tall. 
Not that he is more willing to die thin formerly, 
but that he is more familiar to the death of others, 
and therefore is not alarmed fo far as to conſider 
how much nearer he approaches to his end. Bat 
this is to ſubmit tamely to the tyranny of accideat, 
and to ſuifer our reaſon to lie uſelefs. Every fune- 
ral may juſtly be conſidered as a ſummons to prepare 
for that ſtate into which it ſhews us that we muſt 
ſometime enter; and the ſummons is more loud and 
piercing, as the event of which it warns us is at lefs 
diſtance, To neglect at any time preparation for 
death, is to ſleep on our poſt at a ſiege; but to o- 
mit it in old age, is to ſleep at an attack. : 


IT has always appeared to me one of the moſt 
firiking paſſages in the viſions of Quevedo, which 
ſtigmatizes thoſe as fools, who complain, that they 
tailed of happineſs by ſudden death. How,” ſays 
he, * can death be ſudden to a being who always 
* knew that he muſt die, and that the time of his 
* dcath was uncertain ?” | 


SINCE buſineſs and gaiety are always drawing our 
attention away from a future ſtate, ſome admoni- 
tion is frequently neceſſiry to recall it to our minds; 
and what can more properly renew the impreſſion, 
than the examples of mortality which every day ſup- 
pics? The great incentive to virtue, is the reflec- 
non that we mult die; it will therefore be uſeful 
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to accuſtom ourſelves, whenever we ſee a funeral 1 
to contider how ſoon we may be added to the num. requi 
ber of thoſe whoſe probation is pait, and whoſe WM #9" 
thappinels or miſery thall endure for ever. of vit 
; | | | : there 
F 3 FT r Wor int 
_Þ Nox. 79. Tusa, December 18. 1750, =” 
Tom ſxpe noſtrum decipi Fabullum, quid mon 
Miraris, Aule Semper bonus homo tire eff. Man. he cat 
You wonder l've ſo little wit, detect 
Friend John, ſo often to be bit, — every 
None better guard againſt a cheat ther g 
Than he who is a knave complete. F. LE VI. =p | 
| | real t 
8 SPICLON, however neceſſary it may be won 
our ſafe paſſage through ways beſet on all eue 
fides by fraud and malice, has been always conſider- nder! 
ed, when it exceeds the common meaſures, 1 Yo 
token of depravity and corruption; and a Greek Pede 
writer of ſentences, has laid down as a' ſtanding tation 
maxim, that he who believes nat another an his cath, 
knows himſelf to be perjured. | Ur. 
IN a 
Wx can form our opinions of that which ve der a 
know not, only by placing it in comparifon with hey 
ſomething that we know. Whoever therefore ñ 
over-run with ſuſpicion, and detects artifice and ly le 
. ſtratagem in every propoſal, muſt either have learn onfide 
ed, by experience or obſervation, the wickedneſs ft 
mankind, and been taught to avoid fraud, by having els 0 
often ſuffered or ſeen treachery ; or he mult dere ne 
his judgment from the conſciouſneſs of his own dil 
poſition, and impute to others the fame inclinatioꝶ Tur 
which he feels predominant in himſclf. n of 
private 
To learn caution, by turning our eyes upon lik, Acts 
and obſerving the arts by which negligence is ſur ot the 
prilcd, timidity overborne, and credulity amulcd, =—_ 
| ba 


requires 
1 * ve be 
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requires either great latitude of converſe, and long 
a:quaintance with buſineſs, or uncommon activity 


therefore a young man, not diſtinguiſhed by vigour 
of intelle&, comes into the world full of ſcruples 
and diffidence; makes a bargain with many provi- 
ſional limitations; hefitates in his anſwer to a com- 
mon queſtion, leaſt more ſhould be intended than 
he can immediately diſcover; has a long reach in 
detecting the projects of his acquaintance ; conſiders 
every careſs as an act of hypocriſy, and feels nci- 
ther gratitude nor affection from the tenderneſs of 
his friends, becauſe he believes no one to have any 
real tenderneſs but for himſelf ; whatever expec- 
tations this early ſagacity may raiſe of his future 
eutinence or riches, I can ſeldom forbear to con- 
fider him as a wretch incapable of generoſity or be- 
nevolence z as a villain, early completed beyond the 


a oa” . - 

ee of common opportunitics, and gradual temp-/ 
tations, Aa 

5 8 

h 


Upo men of this claſs, inſtruction and admoni- 
jon are generally thrown away, becauſe they con- 
der artifice and deceit as proofs of underſtunding,” 
hey are miſled at the ſame time, by the two great 
educers of the world, vanity and intereſt ; and not 
only look upon thoſe who act with openneis and 
onfidence, as condemned by their principles to ob- 
curity and want; but as contemptible for narrow- 
es of comprehenſion, ſthortnels of views, and 
wnels of contrivance. 

Tur world has been long amuſed with the men- 
n of policy in public tranſactions, and of art in 
Private affairs; they have been confidered as the 
cots of great qualities, and as unattainable by men 
pt the common level; yet I have not found many 
criormances, either of art or policy, that required 
irc ſtupendous efforts of intellect, or miglit not 
ave been effected by falſehood and im pudence, with - 
5 Out 


of vigilance, and acuteneſs of penetration. When 
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h 
out the aſſiſtance of any other powers. To profeſ i 
what he does not mean, to promiſe what he canngt h 
perform, to flatter ambition with proſpects of pro- 
motion, and miſery with hopes of relief, to ſooth ; 
pride with appearances of fubmiſiuon, and appeaſe " 
enmity by blandiſhments and bribes, can ſurely jm. | N 
ply nothing more or greater than a mind devoted th, 


wholly to its own purpoſcs, a face that cannot bluſh, 
and a heart that cannot feel. | 


THESE practices are ſo mean and baſe, that he 
who-finds in himſelf no tendency to uſe them, can- 
not eaſily believe that they are conſidered by others 
with leſs deteſtation; he therefore ſuffers hiniſelf to 
ſlumber in falſe ſecurity, and becomes a prey to 
thoſe who applaud their own ſubtlety, bec-ulc they 
know how to ſteal upon bis ſleep, and exult in the 
ſucceſs which they could never have obtained, had 

they not atten-pted a man better than themſelves, 
who was hindered trom obviating their ſtratagems 
not by folly, but by innocence. 


SUSPICION is indeed a temper ſo uneaſy and 
reſtleſs, that it is very juſtly appointed the conco- 
mitant of guilt. It is ſaid, that no torture is equal 
to the inhibition of ſl: cp long continued; a pain to 
which the ſtate of that man bears a very exact ana-: 
logy. who dares never give reſt to his vigilance and T 
circumſpection. but corfiders himſelf as furrounded 1 
by ſecret toes, and fears to intruſt his children, or N vort F 
bis friend, with the ſecrer that throbs in his breaſt, 
and the anxieties that break into his face. To acid - 
at this expence; thoſe evils to which e ſineſs and cl. 

; ae ea re Meg nr” Meri 
fricn0{ſhip might have expoſed him, is ſurely to "ul that di 


ſafety at too dear a rate, and, in the language o; 6 
the Roman ſatyriſt, ro ſave life by loſing all for hi b. 
which a wiſe man would live. * + 
fuffe; 
WHEN, in the diet of the German empire, as C. OY, | 
merarious relates, the princes were once diſplaying Vo 4 


their 
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their felicity, and each boaſting the advantages of 
his own dominions; one who poſſeſſed a country 
not remarkable for the grandeur of its cities, or the 
fertility of its ſoil, roſe to ſpeak, and the reſt liſten- 
ed between pity and contempt, till he declared, in 
honour of his territories, that he could travelthrough 
them without a guard, and if he was weary, fl-ep 
| in ſafety upon the lap of the firſt man whom he 
ſhould meet; a commendation which would have 
deen ill exchanged for the boaſt ot palaces, paſtur-s, 
or ſtreams. | 


$ SUSPICION is not lefs an enemy to virtue than to 
0 Wl happineſs : he that is already corrupt, is naturally 
0 Wl lulpicious; and he that becomes ſuſpicious, will 
) WT quickly be corrupt It is too common for us to 
de kern the frauds by which ourſclves have ſuffered. 
al Ma who are once perſuaded that deceit will be em- 
Sy 


ployed againſt them, ſometimes think the ſame arts 
juſtified by the neceſſity of defence. Even they 
whoſe virtue is too well eſtabliſhed to give way to 
example, or be ſhaken by ſophiſtry, muſt yet feel 


nd WY their love of mankind diminithed with their eſteem, 
co ud grow leſs zealous for the happin-1s of thoſe by 
al WHY whom they imagine their own happincſs endanger- 
% ed. | | 

ma- 

and 


uus we find old age, upon which ſuſpicion has 
wal been ſtrongly impreſſed by long intercourſe with the 


» 0 Bi vorld, inflexible and ſevere, not eafily ſoftened by 
= ſubmiſſion, melted by complaint, or ſubdued by ſup- 
yo 4 plication, Frequent experience of counterfeited 
| 


mileries, and diſſembled virtue, in time overcomes 
bil Mat diſpoſition to tenderneſs and ſympathy, which 
s ſo powerful in our younger years; and they that 
hippen to petition the old for compaſſion or aſkſt- 
ance, are doomed to languiſh without regard, and 
luffer for the crimes” of men who have formerly 
been found undeſerving or ungrateful. | 


Vol. II. N T HIS TORIANS 
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HisToR1aNs are certainly chargeable with the 
depravation of mankind, when they relate without 
cenſure thoſe ſtratagems of war by which the virtues 
of an enemy are engaged to his deſtruction. A ſhip 
comes before a port, weather- beaten and ſhattered, 
and the crew implore the liberty of repairing their 
breaches, ſupplying themſelves with neceſſaries, or 
burying their dead. The humanity of the inhabi. 
rants inclines them to conſent; the ſtrangers enter a 
the town with weapons concealed, fall ſuddcnly 
upon their benefactors, deſtroy thoſe that make re. 
ſiſtance, and become maſters of the place; they 
return home rich with plunder, and their ſuccels is / 


recorded to encourage imitation, ſtri 
Wea 
BuT ſurely war has its laws, and ought to be WM em 
conducted with ſome regard to the univerſal intereſt WM it is 
of man. Thoſe may juſtly be purſued as enemies ud 
to the community of nature, who ſuffer hoſtility to 
vacate the unalterable laws of right, and purſue * 
their private advantage by means, which, if once thing 
eſtabliſhed, muſt deſtroy kindneſs, cut off from tion, 
every man all hopes of affiſtance from another, and fiag 
fill the world with perpetual tuſpicion, and impla-W ad 
cable malevolence. Whatever is thus gained ought vr a 
to be reſtored, and thoſe who have conquered / li.ht 
ſuch treachery may be juſtly denied the protection WM ſinit 
of their native country. tude 
| ace 
WHOEVER commits a fraud, is guilty not only of Hades 
the particular injury to him whom he deceives, bug vith a 


of the diminution of that confidence which conſti-ſelter 
tutes not only the eaſe, but the exiſtence of ſocicij. | 
He that ſuffers by impoſture, has too often his vir Ta: 
tue more impaired than his fortune. But as it te go! 
neceſſary not to invite robbery by ſupinencſs, ſo Mons 
is our duty not to ſuppreſs tenderneſs by ſuſpicion Mcriain 
it is better to ſuffer wrong than to do it, and hape h. 
pier to be ſometimes cheated than not to truſt, Gan 
NUM; t 
it deli, 
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NumB. 80. SATURDAY, December 22. 1750. 


Vider ut alta flet Nive candidum 
Soradte, nec jam jubjiineant Onus | 
Silve laborantes Ho RAR. 
Behold yon mountain's hoary height, 
Made higher with new mounts of inow ; 
Again behold the winter's weight ak 
Oppret; the lab'ring woods below. DaxpERR. 


8 providence has made the human foul an ac- 
A tive being, always impatient for novelty, and 
ſtruggling for ſomething yet unenjoyed with un- 
wearicdl progreſſion, the world ſeems to have been 
eminently adapted to this diſpoſition of the mind: 
It is formed to raiſe expectations by conſtant viciſſi- 
tudcs, and to obviate ſatiety by perpetual change. 


WHERE-EVER we turn our eyes, we find ſome- 
thing to revive our curioſity, and engage our atten- 
ton, In the duſk of the morning we watch the ri- 
ſag of the tun, and ſee the day diverſity the clouds, 
and open new proipects in its gradual advance. Af- 


tr a few hours, we ſee the thades lengthen, aud the 


l-ht decline, till the ſky is reſigned to a muititude of 
lining orbs different from each other in magni- 
tude and iplendour.” The earth varics its appear- 
uce as we MOVE upon itz the woods «ter their 
llades, and the fields their harveſts; the Lill flatters 
Wih an extenſive view, and the valley invites with 
liciter, fragrance, and flowers. 5 


Tux poets have numbered among the felicities of 
lbe golden age, an exemption trom the change of 
kaluns, and a perpetuity of ſpring; but I am not 
certain, that in this ſtare of imaginary happineſs 
licy have made {uflicicnt proviſion tor that intatiavle 
tnand of new gratifications, which ſeems particu- 
urly to characterize the nature of man. Our ſenſe 
it dclight is in a great mcature comparative, aud 
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ariſes at once from the ſenſations which we feel, and 
thoſe which we remember. Thus eaſe after tor. 
ment is pleaſure for a time; and we are very agree. 
ably recreated, when the body, chilled with che 
weather, is gradually recovering its natural tepidi- 
ty; but the joy ceaſes when we have forgot the cold: 
we muſt fall below eaſe again, if we defire to rife 
above it, and purchaſe new felicity by voluntary 
pain It is therefore not unlikely, that however the 
fancy may be amuſed with the deſcription of regions 
in which no wind is heard, but the gentle zephir, 
and no ſcenes are diſplayed, but valleys enamclled 
with unfading flowers, and woods waving their pe- 
rennial verdure, we ſhould ſoon grow weary of uni- 


formity, find our thoughts languiſh for want of | 


other ſubjects, call on Heaven for our wonted 
round of ſeaſons, and think ourſelves liberally re- 
compenſed for the inconveniencies of ſummer and 
winter, by new perceptions of the calmneſs and 
mildneſs of the intermediate variations. 


EveRy feaſon has its particular power of ſtriking 
the mind. Ihe nakedneſs and aſperity of the win- 
try world always fiils the beholder with penfive and 
protound aſtoniſhment; as the variety of the ſcene 
is leſſened, its grandeur is increaſed; and the mind 
is ſwelled at once by the mingled ideas of the pre- 
{ent and the paſt, of the beauties which have va. 
niſhed from the eyes, and the waſte and deſolation 

that are now before them. 


IT is obſerved by Milton, that he who negledds to 
vitit the country in ſpring, and rejects the pleatures 
that are then in their firſt bloom and fragrance, b 
guilty of ſullenneſs againſt nature. If we allot dif- 

erent duties to different ſeaſons, he may be charged 
with equal diſobedience to the voice of nature, 
who looks on the bleak hills. and leafleſs woods, 
without ſeriouſneſs and awe, Spring is the ſealon 
of gaicty, and winter of terror; in ſpring the 2 
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of tranquillity dances to the melody of the groves, 
12d the eye of benevolence ſparkles at the fight of 
happineſs and plenty: in the winter, compaſſion 
melts at univerſal calamity, and the tear of ſoftneſs 
{arts at the wailings of hunger, and the cries of the- 
creation in diſtreſs. 


Few minds have much inclination to indulge: 
| heavineſs and ſorrow, nor do I recommend them be- 
192d the degree neceſſary to maintain in its full vi- 


in a world of fo. much miſery, is neceflary to the 
ready diſcharge of our molt important duties. The 
winter therefore is generally celebrated as the pro- 
per ſeaſon for domeſtic merriment and gaity. We 
are ſeldom invited by the votaries of pleaſure to look 
broad for any other purpoſe, than that we may 
ſkrink back with more ſatisfaction to our coverts; 
and when we have heard the howl of the tempeſt, 


other with more gladneſs upon a cloſe room, an ealy: 
chair, a large fire, and a ſmoaking dinner. 


WixTER brings natural inducements to jollity” 
and converſation. Differences, we know, are never 
ſo effectually laid aſlzep, as by fome common cala- 
Bity' an enemy unites all to whom he threatens: 


the fame fire-ſide thoſe, who, by the oppoſition of 
inclinations, or difference of employment, moved in 
rarious directions through the other parts of the 
to er; and when chey-have met, and find it their 
res nutual interett to remain together, they endear each 

is eher by mutual compliances, and often with for 
kf. e continuance of the ſocial jcaſon, with all its 
oed laknels and all its ſcverities. 


4, o the men of ſtudy and imagination the winter 
ſon WM © generally the chief time ot labour. Gloom and 
cart Acnce produce compolure of mind, and concentra— 


N 3 tion 
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gour that habitual ſympathy and tenderneſs, which, 


and felt the gripe of the froſt, congratulate each 


danger. The rigour of winter brings generally to 
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tion of ideas; and the privation of external pleaſure 
naturally cauſes an effort to find entertainment with- 
in. This is the time in which thoſe, whom litera- 
ture enables to find amuſements for themfelves, have 
more than common convictions of their own hap- 
pineſs. When they are condemned by the clements 
to retirement, and debarred from moſt of the diver- 
ſtons which are called in to aſſiſt the flight of time, 
they can find new ſubjects of enquiry, and preſerve 
themſelves from that wearineſs which hangs always 
flagging upon the vacant mind. 5 9 


Ir cannot indeed be expected of all to be poets 
and philoſophers; it is neceſſary that the greater part 
of mankind ſhould be employed in the minute bu- 
ſineſs of common life; minute, indeed, not if we 
conſider its influence upon our happineſs, but if we 
reſpect the abilities requiſite to conduct it. Theſe 
muſt neceflarily be more dependent on accident for 
the means of ſpending agrceably thoſe hours which 
their occupations leave unengaged, or nature obli- 
ges them to allow to relaxation. Yet even on theſe 
I would willingly impreſs ſuch a ſenſe of the value 
of time, as may incline them to find out for their 
careleſs hours amuſements of more uſe and dignity 
than the common games, which not only weary the 
mind without improving it, but ſtrengthen the paſ- 
ſions of envy and avarice, and often lead to fraud 
and to profufion, to corruption and to ruin. Itis 
unworthy of a reaſonable being to ſpend any of the 
little time allotted us, without ſome tendency, either 
direct or oblique, to the end of our exiſtence. And 
though every moment cannet be laid out on the 
formal and regular improvement of our knowledge, 
or in the ſtated practice of a moral or religious duty, 
yet none ſhould be ſo ſpent, -as to exclude wiſdom 
or virtue, or paſs without poſlibility of qualifying 
us more or lets for the better employment of thoſe 
which are to come, : 
| T 


Ir is ſcarcely poſſible to paſs an hour in honeſt 


converſation, without being able when we riſe from 


it, to pleaſe ourſclves with having given or received 
ſome advantages; but a man may ſhuffle cards, or 
rattle dice, from noon to midnight, without tracing 


any new idea in his mind, or being able to recollect 


the day by any other token than his gain or loſs, 
and a confuſed remembrance of agitated paſſions, 
and clamorous altercations. 


How EVER, as experience is of more weight than 


precept, any of my readers, who are contriving 
how to ſpend the dreary months before them, may 
confider which of their paſt amuſements fills them 
now with the greateſt ſatisfaction, and reſolve to re- 
peat thoſe gratifications of which the pleaſure is moſt 
durable. 5 


8 — — 
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NuMs. 81, TutsDAY, December 25. 1750, 


Diſcite Fuſlitiam moniti 
Hear, and be juſt. 


VIRGs 


= queſtions which have been diſcuſſed 
without any approach to deciſion, may be 
numbered the precedency or ſuperior excellence of 
one virtue to another, which has long furniſhed a 


lubje&t of diſpute to men, whoſe leiture ſent them 


out into the intellectual world in ſearch of employ- 
ment, and who have, perhaps, been ſometimes with- 
held from the practice of their favourite duty, by 


0 for its advancement, and diligence in its cele- 
ration. | 


Tas intricacy of this diſpute may be alledged 
$4 proot of that tenderneſs for mankind which 
providence has, I think, univerſally diſplayed, by 
Laking attainments eaſy in proportion as they are 
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neceſſary. That all the duties of morality ought to 
be practiſed, is without difficulty diſcoverable, be- 
cauſe ignorance or uncertainty would immediately 
involve the world in confufion and diſtreſs; but 
which duty ought to be moſt eſteemed, we may 
continue to debate, without inconvenience, fo all 
be diligently performed, as there is an opportunity or 
need : for upon practice, not upon opinion, depends 
the happineſs of mankind ; and controverſies, mere- 
ly ſpeculative, are of ſmall importance in them- 
ſelves, however they may have ſometimes heated a 
diſputant, or provoked a faction. 


OF the divine author of our religion, it is impoſ- 
fible to perule the evangelical hiſtorics, without ob- 
{crving how little he favoured the vanity of indui— 
fitivencſs ; how much more rarely he condeſcended 
to ſatisfy curioſity, than to relieve diſtreſs; and how 
much he deſired that his followers ſhould rather 
excel in goodneis than in knowledge. His precepts 
tend immediately to the rectification of the moral 
principles, and the direction of daily conduct, with- 
out oſtentation, without art, at once irrefragable 
and plain, ſuch as well-meaning fimplicity may 
readily conceive, and of which we cannot miſtake 
the meaning, but when we are afraid to find it. 


Tu meaſure of juſtice preſcribed to us, in our 
traul-ctions with others, is remarkably clear and 
con;prehenfive: Whatſorver ye would that men ſhould 
do unto you, even jo do unty them. A law by which 
every claim of right may be immediately adjuſted, 
as far as the private conicience requires to be in- 
formed; a law, of which every man may find the 
expulition in his own breaſt, and which may always 
be obſerved without any other qualifications than 
honeſty of intention, and purity ot will. 


ONy+r this law, indeed, ſome ſons of ſophiſtry 
have been ſubtle enough to throw miſts, _ 
| | have 
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have darkened their own eyes. To perplex this 
univerſal principle, they have enquired whether a 
man, conſcious to himſelf of unreaſonable wiſhes, 
be bound to gratify them in another. But ſurely 
there needed no long deliberation to conclude, that 
the deſires, which are to be confidered by us as the 
m:aſure of right, muſt be ſuch as we approve; and 
that we ought to pay no regard to thoſe expecta- 
tions in others which we condemn in ourſelves, 
and which, however they may intrude upon our 
imagination, we know it our duty to reſiſt and 
ſupprels. | 


Ox of the moſt celebrated caſes which have 
been produced, as requiring ſome {kill in the direc- 
tion of conſcience to adapt them to this great rule, 
is that of a criminal aſking mercy of his judge, 
who cannot but know, that if he was in the ſtate of 
the tupplicant, he ſhould defire that pardon which 
he now denies, The difficulty of this ſophiſm will 
vaniſh, if we remember that the parties are, in 
reality, on one fide the criminal, and on the other 
the community, of which the magiſtrate is only the 
miniſter, and- by which he is intruſted with the 
public ſafety. The magiſtrate, therefore, in par- 
doning a man unworthy of pardon, betrays the truſt 
with which he is inveſted, gives away what is not 


ur | 

\d bis own, and, apparently, does to others what he 
ld would not that others ſhould do to him. Even the 
+ onmugity, whoſe right is ſtill greater to arbitrary 


d, Sans ot mercy, is bound by thoſe laws which re- 


n. Ned the great republic of mankind, and cannot - 


he Juſtify ſuch forbearance as may promote wicked- 


„au, and leflen the general confidence and ſecurity. | 
in MW ich all have an equal intereſt, and which all 


ae therefore bound to maintain. For this reaton 
tac ſtare has not a right to erect a general ſanctu ry 
try "> tugitivcs, or give protection to ſuch as have 
* ortented their lives by crimes againſt the laws of 
common morality equally acknowledged by all na- 
tions, 
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tions, becauſe no people can, without infraction of wc 
the univerſal league of ſocial beings, incite, by pro- 
fpe cts of impunity and fatety, thoie practices in ano- 


ther dominion, which they would themiclves pu- ce. 
niſh in their own. W 
ſut 
ONE occaſion of uncertainty and heſitation, in aff 
thoſe by whom this great rule has been commented ou! 
and dilated, is the contuſion of what the exatter wh 
| caſuiſts are careful to diſtinguifh, debts of juſtice, dee 
i and debts of charity. The immediate and primary dif 
1 intention of this precept is to eſtabliſh a rule ot ju - tial 
i ſtice, and I know not whether invention, or ſophi- pec 
{ ſtry, can ftart a fingle difficulty to retard its appli- Per 
5 cation, when it is thus expretied and explained, let ſuit 
0 every man alicw the cluim of right in another which he to j 
5 Should think himſelſ entitled to make in the like circun- thin 
6 ſtances. IS cc 
| | | = but 
Tur difcharge of the debts of charity, or duties big 
which we owe to others, not merely as required by how 
juſtice, but as dictated by benevolence, admits in min 

its own nature greater complication of circumitan- 
ces, and greater latitude ot choice. Juſtice is indif- B 
penſably and univertally neceffary; and what is ne- volu 
ccllary n uſt always be limited, unitorm, and diſtinct, min. 
But beneficence, though in general equally enjoincd term 
by our religion, and equally needtul to the con- then 
ciliation of the divine tavour, is yet, tor the molt WM belic 
part, with regard to its fingle acts, elcEtive and vo- may 
luntary. We may certainly, without injury to our WE. dito 


fellow-beings, allow, in the diſtribution or kindnels, WM than 
ſomethirg ro our aff: Ctions, and change-the mea- I now 
ſure of our liberality accorcing to cur opinions and IMF when 
proſpects, our hopes and fears. This rule therefore I arc ſt 
is not equally determinate and abſolute with reipet Wl vile | 
to offices of kindneſs, and acts of liberality, be- 

cauſe liberality and kindneſs, abſolutely determined, 


would loſe their nature; for how could we be 
called 
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called tender or charitable, for giving that which 
we are poſitively forbidden to with-hold. 


Vir even in adjuſting the extent of our benefi- 
cence, no other meaſure can be taken than this pre- 
cept affords us, for we can only know what others 
ſuffer or want, by conſidering, how we ſhould be 
affected in the ſame ſtate; nor can we proportion 
our aſſiſtance by any other rule, than that of doing 


' what we ſhould then exp-et from others. It in- 


deed generally happens that the giver and receiver 
difer in their opinions of generoſity; the ſame par- 
tixlity to his own Intereſt inclines one to large ex- 
pectations, and the other to ſparing diſtributions. 
Perhaps the infirmity of human nature will ſcarcely 
ſuifer a man groaning under the preſſure of diſtrels, 
to judge rightly of the kindneſs of his friends, or 
think they have done enough till his deliverance 
is completed; not therefore what we might wiſh, 
but what we could demand from others, we are 0- 


bliged to grant, ſince, though we can eaſily know 
bow much we might claim, it is impoſſible to deter- 


nine what we ſhould hope. 


Bor in all enquiries concerning the practice of 
voluntary and occalional virtues, it is ſafeſt for 
minds not oppreſſed with ſuperſtitious fears to de- 
termine againit their own inclinations, and ſecure 
themſelves from deficiency, by doing more than they 
believe ſtrictly neceſſary. For of this every man 
may be certain, that, if he were to exchange con- 


ditions with his deperdent, he thould expect more 


than, with the utmoſt exertion of his ardour, he 
now will prevail upon himſelf to perform; and, 
When reaſon has no ſettled rule, and our paſſions 
arc ſtriving to miſl- ad us. it is ſurely the part of a 
vile man to err on the tide of ſatcty. 
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Nums. 82. SATUR pay, December 29. 1750, 


Omnia Caſtor emit, ſic fiet ut omnia vendat. Mar, 
Who buys without diſcretion, buys to ſell, 


To the RAM BL E R. 
SIR, 


1. will not be neceſſary to ſolicit your good - will 


by any formal preface; when 1 have informed 
you, that I have long been known as the mot la- 
borious and zealous virtuoſo that the preſent age 
has had the honour of producing, and that incon- 
veniencies have been brought upon me by an unex- 
tinguiſhable ardour of curioſity, and an unſhaken 
perſeverance in the acquilition of the productions 
of art-and nature. 


IT was obſerved, from my entrance into the 
world, that I had ſomething uncommon in my dif- 
polition, and that there appeared in me very early 
tokens of ſuperior genius. I Was always an enemy 
to trifles; the play things which my mother be- 
ſtowed upon me, I immediately broke, that I might 
diſcover the method ot their ſtructure, and the 
cauſes of their motions; of all the toys with which 
children are delighted, l valued only my coral, and 
as ſoon as I could ſpeak, aſked, like Peireſc, innu- 
merable queſtions, which the maids about me could 
not reſolve. Asl1 grew older I was more thoughttul 
and fericus, and inſtead of amuſing. myſelf wich 

puerile diverſions, made collections of natural ru 
rities, and never walked into the fields without 
bringing home ſtones of remarkable forms, or in» 
ſects of ſome uncommon ſpecies, 1 never entered 


an old houſe, from which I did not take away the 
painted plais, and often lamented that I was not 
one of that happy generation who demol:thed the 
1 : COnvEnts 
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convents and monaſteries, and broke windows by 


. law, 
BEING thus early poſſeſſed by a taſte for ſolid 
r. WF knowledge, I paſſed my youth with very little diſ- 
urbance from paſſions and appetites 3 and having 
no pleaſure in the company of boys and girls, who 
talked of plays, politics, taſhions, or love, I car- 
ried on my enquiries with inceſſaut diligence, and 
had amaſſed more ſtones, mofles, and th-lls, than 


are to be found in many celebrated collections, at 
Wl an age in which the greateſt part of young men 
la- arc ſtudying under tutors, or endeavouring to re- 
ige com nend themielves to notice by their drels, their 
n- aur, and their levities, 

eX» | 

cen WurN I was two and twenty years old, I be- 


ons Wl came, by the death ot my father, poſſeſſed ot a ſmall 
eſtate in land, with a very large ſum of money in 
the public tunds z and muit confeſe, that 1 did not 
the nuch lament him, for he was a man of mean p:rts, 
diſ. bit rather upon growing rich than wiſe, He once 
arly Wl fretted ar the expence ot only ten thillings, which 
em be happened to overhear me offering tor the ſting of 
 be- a hornet, though it was a cold moitt ſummer, in 
igbt WF which very few hornets had been ſcen. He often 
the WF recommended to me the ttudy ot phytic, in which, 
hich WM fail be, you may at once gratity your curioſity atter 
and H natural Hittory, and cncreate your fortune by bene- 
nu. filing mankind. . I heard him, Mr Rambter, with 
ould WF piey, and as there was no proſpect of clevating a 
btful WY nid formed to grovel, ſuffered him to pleate him: 
with tf with hoping that 1 ſhould tometiwie follow his 
] 12 WF advice, For you know that there are men, with 
bout whom, when they have once fſcttled a notion in 
r in. tacir heads, it is to very little purpole to ditpute. 


BrixG now left wholly to my own inclinations, I 
ry toon enlarged the bounds of my curioſity, and 
contented myſelf no longer with ſuch rarities as re- 
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quired only judgment and induſtry, and when once 
found, might be had for nothing. I now turned 
my thoughts to Exotic and Antiques, and became 


ſo well known for my generous patronage of Inge- 


nious men, that my levee was crowded with vifitants, 
ſome to lee my muſeum, and others to increale its 
treaſures, by ſelling me whatcver they had brouyht 


from other countries. 


I nan always a contempt for that narrowneſs of 
conception, which contents itſelf with cultivating 
ſome ſingle corner of the field of ſcience; I took 
the whole region into my view, and wiſhed it of 
yet greater extent. But no man's power can be 
equal to his will. 1 was forced to proceed by flow 
degrees, and to purchale-what chance or kindneſs 
happened to prelent. 1 did not however proceed 


without ſon e deſign, or imitate the indiſcretion of 
thoſe, who begin a thoutand collections, and finiſh 


none. Having been always a lover of geography, 
I determined to collect the maps drawn in the rude 
and barbarous times, before any regular turveys, or 
Juſt obſervations; and have, at a great expence, 
brought together a volume, in which perhaps, not 
a ſingle country is laid down according to its true 
dituation, and by which, h- that delires to know he 
errors of the ancicnt geographers, may be amply in- 


formed, 


Bu r my ruling paſſion is patriotiſm : wy chict 
care has been to procure the products of our own 
country; and as Al red received the tribute ot the 
Welch in wolves heads, I allowed ny tenants to 
pay their rents in butterflies, till I had exhaultcd 
the papilionaceous tribe. I then directed then to 
the purſuit of other animals, and obtained, by this 
eaiy method, moſt of the grubs and iniects, which 
land, air, or water, can ſupply. 1 have three ipe- 
cies of carthwerms not known to the naturaliſts, 
have diſcovercd a new ephemera, and can 2 
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four waſps that were taken torpid in their winter- 
quirters. I have, from my own ground, the longeſt 
blade of graſs upon record, and once accepted, as 
a half-year's rent for a field of wheat, an ear con- 
taining more grains than had been ſcen betore upon 
a ſingle ſtem. 


Ox of my tenants ſo much neglected his own 
intereſt, as to ſupply me, in a whole ſummer, with 
only two horſe-flics, and thoſe of little more than 
the common ſize; and 1 was upon the brink of 
ſizing for arrears, when his good fortune threw a 
rhite mole in his way, for which he was not oal 
forgiven, but rewarded. | 


Tarss, however, were petty acquiſitions, and 
made at {mall expence; nor thould I have ventured 
to rink mylelf among the virtuoſi without better 
daims, | have ſuffered nothing worthy the regard 
of a wiſe man to eſcage my notice: 1 have ran- 
ſack-d the old and the new world, and been equally 
attentive to paſt ages and the preſent. For the illus 
ſtration of ancient hiſtory, I can ſhew a marble, 
of which the inſcription, though it is not now 
le ible, appears, from ſome broken remains of the 
letters, to have been Vuſcan, and therefore probably 
engraved before the foundation of Rome. I have 
two pieces of porphery found among the ruins of 
Lphefus, and three letters broken off by a learned 
traveller from the monuments at Pertepolis; a piece 
ot {tone which paved the Arcopagus ot Athens, and 
a plate without figures or characters, which was 
fhund at Corinth, and which 1 therefore believe to 
be that metal which was once valued before gold. 
| have ſand gathered out of the Grauicus; a frag- 
ment of Trajan's bridge over the Danube; ſome of 
the mortar which cemented the water courſe of Tar- 
quin; a horſe-thoe broken on the Flaminian way + 
ad a turf wich tive daiſies dug from the field of 
Pharſatia, | 
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I do not wiſh to raiſe the envy of unſucceſsful 

collectors, by too pompous a diſplay of my ſcienti. 
fic wealth, but cannot forbear to obterve, that 
there are few regions of the globe which are not 
honoured with tome memorial in my cabinets. The 
Perfian monarchs are ſaid to have boaſted the great- 
neſs of their empire, by being ſerved at their tables 
with drink from the Ganges and the Danube: I can 
ſhew one vial, of which the water was formerly an 
icicle on the crags of Caucaſus, and another that 
contairs what once was now on the top of Atlas; 
in a third is dew bruſhed from a banana in the 
gardens of Iſpahan; and, in another, brine that 
has rolled in the Pacific ocean. 
that I am writing to a man who will rejoice at the 


honour which my labours have procured to my 


country, and therefore | thall tell you that Britain 
can by my care boaſt of a ſnail that has crawled up- 
on the wall of Chinaz a humming bud which an 
American princeſs wore in her ear; the tooth of an 
elephant who carried the queen of Siam; the ſkin 
of an ape that was kept in the palace of the Great 
Mogul; a ribbon that adorned one of the maids of 
a Turkiſh ſultana; and a ſcymetar once wielded by 
a ſoldier of Abas the Great. 


IN collecting antiquities of every country, I have 
been careful to chute only by intrinſic worth, and 
real uſefulneſs, without regard to party or opinions. 
I have therefore a lock of Cromwells hair in a box 
turned from a piece of the royal oak; and keep in 
the ſame drawers, ſand ſcraped from the coffin of 
king Richard, and a commiſſion ſigned by Henry 
the ſeventh. I have equal veneration for the ruff 
of Elizabeth, and the thoe of Mary of Scotland; 
and ſhould loſe, with like regret, a tobacco-pipe of 
Raleigh, and a ſtirrup of king James, I have paid 
the ſame price for a glove of Lewis, and a thimble 
of queen Mary; for a fur- cap of the Czar, and 4 
boot of Charles of Sweden. 
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You will eaſily imagine, that theſe accumulations 
were not made without ſome diminution of my for- 
tune; for I was ſo well known to 2 no coſt, that 
at every ſale ſome bid againſt me for hire, ſome for 
ſport, and ſome for malice z and if I aſked the price 
of any thing, it was tufficient to double the demand. 
For curiotity, trafficking thus with avarice, the 
wealth of India had not been enough; and I, by 
little and little, transferred all my money from the 
funds to my cloſet. Here I was inclined to ſtop, and 
live upon my eſtate in literary leiſure; but the ſale 
of the Harleian collection ſhook my reſolution: I 
mortgaged my land, and purchaſed thirty medals, 
which I could never find before. I have at length 
bought till 1 can buy no longer, and the cruelty of 
my creditors has ſcized my repolitory ; J am there- 
fore condemned to diſperſe what the labour of an 
ze will not re- aſſemble. I ſubmit to that which 
cannot be oppoſed, and ſhall, in a ſhort time, de- 
care a lale, 1 have, while it is yet in my power, 
ſent you a pebble, picked up by Tavernier on the 
banks of the Ganges; tor which I deſire no other 
recompence, than that you will recommend my ca- 
uo ue to the public. | 
QuUISQUVILIUSs 


—_ 


NumB. 83. TuEs DAV, January 1. 1751. 


Vit utile ꝶ quod facias ſtulta eſt gloria. Paz. 
All uteicts ſcience is an empty boaſt. 


* publication of the letter in my laſt paper 
has naturally led me to the conſideration of 
that thirtt after curiviities, which often draws con- 
tempt and ridicule upon itſelf, but which is perhaps 
no otherwite blameable than as it wants thoſe cir- 
cunitantial recommendations which add luſtre even 
to moral cxcellencies, and are abſolutely neceſſary 

to the grace and beauty of indifferent actions. 
O 3 LEARNING 
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* LEARNING confers ſo much ſuperiority on thoſe 
who poſleis it, that they might probably have eſca- 
ped all cenſure, had they been able to agree among 
themſelves; but as envy and competition have di- 
vided the republic of letters into factions, they have 
neglected the common intereſt; each has called in 
foreign aid, and endeavoured to ſtrengthen his own 
cauſe by the frown of power, the hifs of ignorance, 
and the clamour of popularity. They have all en- 
gaged in feuds, till, by mutual hoſtilities, they demo- 
liſhed thoſe outworks which veneration had raiſed 
for their ſecurity, and expoſed themſelves to bar- 
barians, by whom every region of ſcience is equally 
laid waſte. 


BETWEEN men of different ſtudies and profeſ- 
fions, may be obſcrved a conſtant reciprocation of 
reproaches. The collector of fhells and ftones, de- 
rides the folly of him who paſtes leaves and flowers 
upon paper, pleaſes himſelf with colours that are 
perceptibly fading, and amaſſes with care what can- 
not be preſerved. Ihe hunter of infects ſtands a- 
mazed, that any man can waſte his ſhort time upon 
Lfelefs matter, while many tribes of animals yet 
want their hiſtory. Every one is inclined not only 
to promote his own ſtudy, but to exclude all others 
from regard; and having heated his imagination 
with ſome favourite purivit, wonders that the reſt 
of mankind are not ſeized with the fame paſſion. 


THERE are indeed many ſubjeas of ſtudy which 
feem but remotely allied to uſctul knowledge, and 
of little importance to happineſs or virtue; nor 
is it eaſy to forbear ſome fallics of merriment, or 
expreſſions of pity, when we fee a man wrinkled 
with attention, and emaciated with folitude in the 
inveſtigation of queſtions, of which, without vi 
ficle inconvenience, the world may expire in 1g: 
norance, Let it is dangerous to diſcourage well. 

| intended 
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intended labours, or innocent curioſity; for he 
who is employed in ſearches, which by any de- 
duction of conſequences tend to the benefit of life, 
is ſurely laudable, in compariſon of thoſe who 
ſpend their time in counteracting happineſs, and 
filling the world with wrong and danger, confuſion 
and remorſe. No man can perform ſo little, as not 
to have reafon to congratulate himſelf on his me- 
rits, when he beholds the multitudes that live in 
total idleneſs, and have never yet endeavoured to 
be uſeful. 


IT is impoſſible to determine the limits of enqui- 


9, or to foreſce what conſequences a new difcovery 


may produce. He who fuffers not his faculties to 
lie torpid, has a chance, whatever be his employ- 
ment, of doing good to his fellow-creaturcs. The 
man that firſt ranged the woods in ſearch of medici- 
nal ſprings, or climbed the mountains for falutary 
plants, has undoubtedly merited the gratitude of 
poſterity, how much ſoever his, frequent mifcar- 
riages might excite the ſcorn of his contemporaries. 
If what appears little be univerſally defpiſed, nothing 
greater can be attained ; for all that is great was at 
rſt little, and roſe to its preſent bulk by gradual 
acceſſions, and accumulatdd labours. 


Trost who lay out time or money in aſſembling 
matter for contemplation, are doubtleſs entitled to 
lome degree of reſpect, though, in a flight of gaicty, 
it be eaſy to ridicule their treafure, or in a fit of 
ſullenneſs to deſpiſe it. A man who thinks only on 
the particular object before him, goes not away 
much illuminated, by having enjoyed the privilege 
ot handling the tooth of a ſhark, or the paw ot a 
White bear; yet there is nothing more worthy of 
admiration to a philoſophical eye, than the ſtructure 
of animals, by which they are qualified to ſupport 
lic in the elements or climates to which they are 

| | appropriated; 
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appropriated; and of all natural bodies it muſt be 
generally confeſſed, that they exhibit evidences of 
infinite wiſdom, bear their teſtimony to the ſupreme 
reaſon, and excite in the mind new raptures of gra- 
titude, and new Incentives to piety. 


To collect the . of art, and examples 
of mechanical ſcience, or manual ability, is unque- 
ſtionably uſeful, even when the things themiclves 
are ot ſmall importance, becauſe it is always advan- 
tageous to know how far the human powers have 
proceeded, and how much experience has found to 
be within the reach of diligence. Idleneis and ti- 
midity often deſpair without being overcome, and 
forbear attempts for fear of being defeated ; and we 
may promote the invigoration ot faint endeavours, 
by ſhewing what has been already performed. lt 
may ſometimes happen that the greateſt efforts of 
ingenuity have becn cxerted in trifles; yet the ſame 
principles and expedients may be applied to more 
valuable purpoi.s, and the movements which put 
into action machines of no ute but to raiſe the won- 
der ot 1gnorance, may be employed to drain fens, 
or manutature metals, to afliit the architect, or 
preterve the ſailor. 


For the utenſils, arms. or drefles of foreign na- 
tions, Which make the greatelt part of many col- 
lections, 1 have little regard, when they are valued 
only becauſe chey are toreign, and can ſuggeſt no 
improvement of our own PruCtice, Yet they are 
not all <qually ufclels. nor can it be always lately 
determined, which ſhould be rejected or retained; 
for they may ſometimes unexpectedly contribute 
to the illuſtration ot hiſtory, and to the knowlcdge 
of the natural commoditics-of the country; or ot 
the genius aud cuſtoms of its inhabitants. 


RARITIEs there are of yet a lower rank, which 
owe cheir worch merely to accident, and — can 
COnvey 
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convey no information, nor ſatisfy any rational de- 
fire, Such are many fragments of antiquity, as urns 
and pieces ot pavement; and things held in venera- 
tion ly for having been once the property of ſome 
eminent perſon, as the armour of king Henry, or 
for having been uſed on ſome remarkable occaſion, 
zs the lantern ot Guy Faux. The loſs or preſerva- 

tion of theſe ferms to be 4 thing indifferent; nor 
can 1 perceive why the poſſeſſion of them ſhould be 
coveted, Yet, perhaps, even this curioſity is im- 
planted by nature; and when I find Tully confeſſing 
of himſelf, that he could not forbear at Athens to 
it the walks and houſes which the old philoſophers 
had frequented or inhabited, and recollect the re- 
rverence which every nation, civil and barbarous, 
his paid to the ground where merit has been buried, 
[am afraid to declare againſt the general voice of 
mankind, and am inclined to believe, that this re- 


E oird, which we involuntarily pay to the meaneſt 


i1ique of a man great and illuſtrious, is intended as 
an incitement to labour, and an encouragement to 
exp: the ſame renown, it it be ſought by the ſame 
VIItUcs, | 


Tun virtuoſo therefore cannot be ſaid to be whol- 
lj uleleis ; but perhaps he may be ſometimes cul- 
pable for confining himſelf to buſineſs below his ge- 
mus, and loſing, in petty ſpeculations, thoſe hours 
by which, it he had ſpent them in nobler ſtudics, 
be might have given new light to the intellectual 
world, It is never without grief, that I find a man 
arable of ratiocination or invention, euliſting him- 
k|tin this ſecondary claſs of learning; for when he 
lus once diſcovered a method of gratifying his de- 
ug ot eminence by expence rather than by labour, 
nl known the ſweets of a life bleſſed at once with 
le eaſe of idleneſs, and the reputation of know- 
age, he will not eaſily be brought to undergo 
413 the toil of thinking, or lcave his toys and 
umkets for arguments and principles; arguments 
which 
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which require circumſpection and vigilance, and 
principles which cannot be obtained but by the 
drudgery of meditation. He will gladly ſhut him. 
ſeif up tor ever with his ſhells and medals, like the 


companions of Ulyſſes, who, having taſted the fruit 
of Lotos, would not, even by the hope of fecing 
their own country, be tempted again to the dangers 
of the ſea, 1 8 


A avry Bixovio wer” avipar AwTopayioty 
AwTov tpe r1opuever piveueyy vory TE ARSE . 


— Whoſo taſtes, 
In ſatiate riots in the ſweet repaſt ; 
Nor other home nor other care intends, 
But quits his houſe, his country, and his friends, 
| PoPE, 


CoLLECT10Ns of this kind are of uſe to the 
learned, as heaps of ſtone, and piles of timber, are 
neceſſary to the architect. But to dig the quarry, or 
to ſearch the field, requires not much of any quali- 
ty, beyond ſtubborn perſeverance; and though ge- 
nius muſt often lie unactive without this humble 
aſſiſtance, yet this can claim little praiſe, becauſe 
every man can afford it. 


To mean underſtandings, it is ſufficient honour 
to be numbered amongſt the loweſt labourers of 
learning; but different abilities muſt find different 
taiks. To hew ſtone, would have been unworthy 
of Palladio; and to have rambled in ſearch of {thells 
and flowers, had but ill-tuited with the capacity of 
Newton, | 
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NuMs. 84. SATURDAY, Fanuary 5. 1751. 


Cunarum fueras motor, CHARIDFME, mearum, 
Et pueri cuſtos, aſiduu que comes, 
Jam mihi nigrejcunt tonja judaria Jara,. 
Sed tibi non crevi e te no;;er villicus hprret e 
Te viſpenjator, te domus ip/a pavet. 
Cerripis, ov/ervas, quereris, ſuſpiria ducis, 
Et vix a ferulis abſtinet ira manum. Mar. 


You rock' d my cradle, were my guide 

In youth, ſtill tending at my fide: 

But now, dear fir, my beard is grown, 

Still 'm a child to thee alone. 

Our ſteward, butler, cook, and all 

You fright, nay e'en the very wall; 

You pry, and frown, and growl, and chide, 
And ſcarce will lay the rod aſide. F. LEWIS. 


To the RAM B L E R. 
8 1 R, 


OU ſeem in all your papers to be an enemy 

to tyranny, and to look with impartiality up- 
0: the world; I ſhall therefore lay my caſe betore 
jou, and hope, by your deciſion, to be ſet tree 
from unreatonable rettraints, and enabled to jultity 
my({cl; againſt the accutations Which tpite and pee- 
nitneſs produce againſt me. 

An the age of five years I loſt my mother, and 
my father being not qualified ro ſuperintend the e- 
ducation of a girl, committed me to the care of his 
iter, who inſtructed me with the authority, and, 
not to deny her what ſhe may juſtly claim, with 
luc alfection of a parent. She had not very cleva- 
kd tentiments, or extenſive views, but her prin- 
eples were good, and her intentions pure; and 
ough ſome may practiſe more virtues, ſcarce any 
(aunt tewer faults, 

UNDER 
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UNDER this good lady I learned all the common 
rules of decent behaviour, and ſtanding maxims of 
domeſtic prudence; and might have grown up by 
degrees to a country gentlewoman, without any 
thoughts of ranging beyond the neighbourhood, 
had not Flavia come down, laſt ſummer, to viſit 
her relations in the next village. I was taken, of 
courſe, to compliment the ſtranger, and was, at 
the firſt ſight, ſurprized at the unconcern with 
which the ſaw herſelf gazed at by company whom 
ſhe had never known before; at the careleſſneſs 
with which ſhe received compliments, and the rea- 
dineſs with which ſhe returned them. | found ſhe 
had ſomething which I perceived myſelf to want, 
and could not but with to be like her, at once eaſy 
and officious, attentive and unembarraficd. I went 
home, and for four days could think and talk of 
nothing but Miſs Flavia; though my aunt told me, 
that ſhe was a forward flirt, and thought herliclf 
wite before her time. 


IN a little time ſhe repaid my viſit, and raiſed 
in my heart a new contuſion of love and admira- 
tion. | ſoon ſaw her again, and ſtill found new 
charms in her air, converſation, and behaviour, 
Ycu who have perhaps ſcen the world, may have 
oblerved, that formality ſoon ceaſes between young 
perſens. I know not how others are affected on 
ſuch occaſions, but I tound myſelf irrefiſtibly allu- 
red to friendſhip and intimacy, by the familiar com- 
plaiſunce and airy gaicty of Flavia; fo that in a few 
weeks | became her favourite, and all the time was 
paſled with nie that ſhe could gain from ceremony 
and viſit. | | 


As ſhe came often to me, ſhe neceſſarily ſpent 
ſome hours with my aunt, to whom ſhe paid great 
reſpect, by low courteſies, ſubmiſſive compliance, 
and ſoft acquicſcence; but as I became gradually 


more accuſtomed to her manners, I diſcovered that 
her 
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her civility was general; that there was a certain 
degree of deference ſhewn by her to circumſtances 
and appearances; that many went away flattered by 
her humility, whom the deſpiſed in her heart; that - 
the influence of far the greateſt part of thoſe with 
whom ſhe converſed, ceaſed with their preſence z 
and that ſometimes the did not remember the names 
of them, whom, without any intentional inſincerity, 
or falſe commendation, her habitual civility had ſeat 
away with very high thoughts of their own unport- 
ance. 


Ir was not long before I perceived, that my 
zunt's opinion was not of much weight in Flavia's 
delib-rations ; and that ſhe was looked upon by her 
as a woman of narrow ſentiments, without knows 
ledge of books, or obiervations on mankind. TI had - 
hitherto conſidered my aunt, as entitled by her wiſ- 
dom and experience to the higheſt reverence, and 
could not forbear to wonder that any one ſo much 
younger ſhould venture to ſufpect her of error or 
ignorance z but my ſurpriſe was without uneaſineſs, 
and being now accuttomed to think Flavia always in 

| the right, I realy learned from her to truſt my 
own reaſon, and to believe it poſlible, that they 
who had lived longer might be miſtaken. 


> 
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FLAavia had read much, and uſed fo often to con- 
verſe on ſubjects ot learning, that ſhe put all the men 
in the country to flight, except the old parſon, who 
declared himſelf much delighted with her company, 
becauſe ſhe gave him opportunity to recollect the ſtu- 
dies of his younger yrars, and by ſome ment un of 
anciznt ſtory, had made him rub the duſt off his Ho- 
mer, which had laiq unregarded in his cloſet. With 
Homer, and a thouſand other names familiar to Fla» 
at WW viz, I had no acquaintance, but began, by comparing 
© ¶ her accompliſhments with my own, to repine at my 
ly WU <ducation, and with thit I had not been fo long conſi- 
at I ned to the company o thoſe from whom nothing but 
er Vor. II. P ＋ houſewitery. 
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houſewifery was to be learned. I then ſet myſelf to n 
peruſe ſuch books as Flavia recommended, and Is 
heard her opinion of their beauties and defects. I a 
aw new worlds hourly burſting upon my mind, t 
and was enraptured at the proſpect of diverſifying c 
life with endleſs entertainment. | d 
THe old lady finding that a large ſcreen, which I 

had undertaken to adorn with turkey-work againſt ſc 
winter, made very flow advances; and that I had n. 
added in two months but three leaves to a flowered m 
apron then in the frame, took the alarm, and, with fa 
all the zeal of honeſt folly, exclaimed againſt my 8 
new acquaintance, who had filled me with idle no- 8 
tions, and turned my head with books. But ſhe had fc 
now loſt her authority, for I began to find innume- m 
rable miſtakes in her opinions, and improprieties in W 
her language; and therefore thought mylelf no I 
longer bound to pay.much regard to one who knew de 
little beyond her needle and her dairy, and who fe 
profeſſeg to think that nothing more is required of an 
a woman than to ſee that the houſe is clean, and ſo 
that the maids go to bed, and rite at a certain hour, hi 


Snx ſeemed, however, to look upon Flavia as ſe- 
ducing me, and to imagine that when her influence 
was withdrawn, I ſhould return to my allegiance ; 
ſhe therefore contented herſelf with remote hints, 
and gentle admonitions, intermixed with ſage hiſto-, 
ries of the miſcarriages of wit, and diſappointments 
of pride. But ſince ſhe has found, that though Flavia 
is departed, I till perſiſt in my new ſcheme; ſhe has 
at length loſt her patience; the ſnatches my book out 
of my hand, tears my paper if the finds me writing, 
burns Flavia's letters before my face when ſhe can 
ſeize them, and threatens to lock me up, and to 
complain to my father of my perverſeneſs. If wo- 
men, ſhe ſays, would but know their duty and 
their intereſt, they would be careful to acquaint 
themiclves with family affairs, and many a _ 

mig [ 
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might be ſaved ; for while the miſtreſs of the houſe 
is icribbling and reading, ſervants are junketting, 
and linen is wearing out. She then-takes me round 
the rooms, ſhews me the worked hangings, and 
chairs of tent-ſtitch, and aſks whether all this was 
done with a pen and a bock. | 


I cannoT deny that I ſometimes laugh, and 
ſometimes am ſullen; but ſhe has not delicacy e- 
nough to be much moved either with my mirth or 
my gloom, if the did not think the intcreſt of the 
family endangered by this change of my manners. 
She had, for ſome years, marked out young Mr 


Surly, an heir in the neighbourhood, remarkable 


for his love of fighting cocks, as an advantageous 
match; and was extremely pleaſed with the civilities 


which he uſed to pay me, till under Flavia's tuition - 


I learned to talk of ſubjects which he could not un- 
derſtand. This, the tays, is the conſequence of 
female ſtudy ; girls grow too wiſe to be adviſed, 


and too ſtubborn to be commanded ; but the is re- 


ſolved to try who ſhall govern, and will thwart my 
humour till the breaks my tpirit. 


Tuksz menaces, Mr Rambler, ſometimes make 
me quite angry; for J have been fixteen theſe ten 
weeks, and think myſelf exempted from the domi- 
nion of a governets, who has no pretenſions to more 
ſcuſe or knowledge than myſelf. I am relolved, 
ſince I am as tall and as wiſe as other women, to be 
no longer treated like a girl. Miſs Flavia has often 


told me, that ladies of my age go to aſſemblies and 


routs, without their mothers and their aunts ; I 
{hall therefore, from this time, leave aſking advice, 
and refuſe to give accounts. I with you would ſtate 
the time at which young ladies may judge for them- 
ſclves, which I am ture you cannot but think ought 
to begin Before ſixtcen; if you are inclined to de- 
lay it longer, 1 {hall have very little regard to your 
opinion. : 

P 2 My 
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My aunt often tells me of the advantages of ex- 
perience, and of the deference due to ſeniority; and 
both ſhe, and all the antiquated part of the world, 
talk of the unrelerved obedience which they paid to 


the commands of their parents, and the undoubting 
confidence with which they liſtened to their pre- 


cepts; of the terrors which they felt at a frown, and 
the humility with which they ſupplicated forgive- 
neſs whenever they had offended. 1 cannot but 


Fancy that this boaſt is too general to be true, and 


that the young and the old were always at variance, 


I have, however, told my aunt, that 1 will mend 


whatever ſhe will prove to be wrong ; but the re- 
plies, that the has reaſons of her own, and that ſhe 
is ſorry to live in an age when girls have the unpu- 
dence to alk for proofs. x | 


I BEG once again, Mr Rambler, to know whe- 
ther I am not as wiſe as my aunt; and whether, when 
ſhe preſumes to check me as a baby, I may not 
pluck up a ſpirit, and return her infolence. I ſhall 
not proceed to extremities without your advice, 


which is therefore impatiently expected b 
MYRT 1 LLA. 


2. Remember I am paſt ſixteen. 


CY 


—_— 
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Otia i tollas periere Cupidinis arcus 
Contempraque jacent, et ſine luce faces, Ovin. 


At buſy hearts in vain love's arrows fly ; 
Dim, ſcorn'd, and impotent, his torches lie. 


M ANY writers of eminence in phyſic have 
'A laid out their diligence upon the confidera- 
tion of thoſe diſtempers to which men are expoſed 
by particular ſtates of life, and very learned treatiſes 
VV have 


body. 
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have been produced upon the maladies of the camp, 
the ſea, and the mines. There are, indeed, few em- 
ployments which a man accuſtomed to anatomical 
euquiries, and medical refinements, would not find 


reaſons for declining as dangerous to health, did not 


his learning or experience inform him, that almoſt 
every occupation, however inconvenient or for- 
midable, is happier and ſafer than a lite of ſloth. 


Tus neceſſity of action is not only demonſtrable 
from the fabric of the body, but evident from ob- 
ſervation of the univerſal practice of mankind, who, 
for the preſervation of health, in thoſe whole rank 
or wealth exempts them from the neceſſity of lucra- 
tive labour, have invented ſports and diverſions, 
though not of equal uſe to the world with manual 
trades, yet of equal fatigue to thole that practiſe 
them, and differing only from the drudgery of the 
huſbandman or manutacturer, as they are acts of 
choice, and therefore pertormed without the pain- 
ful tenſe of compuliion. The huntſman riſes early, 
purſues his game through all the dangers and ob- 
ſtructions of the chace, iwims rivers, and ſcales pre- 
cipices, till he returns home no leſs haraſſed than 
the ſoldier, and has perhaps ſometimes incurred as 
great hazard of wounds or death: yet he has no 
motive to incite his ardour ; he is neither ſubject to 
the commands of a general, nor dreads any penal- 
ties for neglect and diſobedience; he has neither 
profit or honour to expect from bis perils and his 
conqueſts, but toils without the hope of mural or 
civic garlands, and muſt content himſelf with the 
praile of his tenants and companions, 


Bo r ſuch is the conſtitution of man, that labour 


may be ſtiled its own reward; nor will any external 


incitements be requitite, if it be conlidered how 
much happineſs is gaincd, and how much miſery 
eſcaped, by frequent and violent agitation of the 
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EaszE is the utmoſt that can be hoped from a ſe- 
dentary and unactive habit; eafe, a neutral ſtate be- 
tween pain and pleaſure. The dance of ſpirits, the 
bound of vigour, readineſs of enterpriſe, and de- 

flance of fatigue, are reſerved for him that braces 
his nerves, and hardens his fibres, that keeps his 
limbs pliant with motion, and by frequent expoſure 
fortifies his frame againſt the common accidents of 
cold and heat. 8 


Wir eaſe, however, if it could be ſecured, ma- 
ny would be content; but nothing terreſtrial can be 
kept at a ſtand. Eaſe, if it is not riſing into plea- 
ſure, will be falling towards pain; and whatever 
hope the dreams of ſpeculation may ſuggeſt of ob- 
ſerving the proportion between nutriment and la- 


bour, and keeping the body in a healthy ftate, by | 


{upphes exactly equal to its waſte, we know that, 
in effect, the vital powers unexcited by motion, 
grow gradually languid ; that as their vigour fails, 
obſtructions are generated; and that from obſtruc- 
tions proceed moſt of thoſe pains which wear us a- 
way flowly with periodical tortures, and which, 
though they ſometimes ſuffer lite to be long, con- 
demn it to be uſeleſs, chain us down to the couch 
of mifery, and mock us with the hopes of death. 


EXERCISE cannot ſecure us from that diſſolution 
to which we are decreed; but while the ſoul and 
body continue united, it can make the aſſociation 
pleaſing, and give probable hopes that they {ſhall 
be disjoined by an eaſy ſeparation. It was a: prin- 
ciple among the ancients, that acute difeaſes are 
from heaven, and chronical from ourſelves; the dart 
of death indeed falls from heaven, but we poiſon it 
by our own miſconduct; to die is the fate of man, 
but to die with lingering anguith is generally his folly. 


IT is neceflzry to that perfection of which our 
preſent ſtate is capable, that the mind and body 


ſhould 
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ſhould both be kept in action; that ncither the fa- 
culties of the one, nor of the other, be ſuffered to 
grow lax or torpid for want of uſe; that neither 
health be purchaſed by voluntary ſubmiſſion to ig- 
norance, nor knowledge cultivated at the expence of 
that health, which mult enable it either to give plea- 
ſure to its poticior, or afſiitance to others. It is ioo 
frequently the pride of ſtudents to delpile thoie a- 
mulements and recreations which give to the reſt of 
mankind ſtrength of limbs and cheerfulnels of heart. 
Solitude and contemplation are indeed ſeldom con- 
ſiſtent with juch {kill in common exerciles or iports. 
as is neceſlary to make them practited with delight; 
and no man 1s willing to do that of which the ne- 
ceffity is not preſſing and immediate, when he kuows 
that his aukwardncis muſt make him ridiculous, 


Ludere gui neicit, campeſiribus abſtinet armis, 

Indottujque Pile, Diſcive, Irochive quicſcit, 

Ne jpiſſe rijum tollent impune Coroiie. 

He that's unſkilfal will not toſs a ball, 

Nor run, nor wreſtle, tor he fears the fall; 

H- juſtly fears to meet deſerv'd dilgrace, 
| And that the ring will hifs the baſfled af, ; 
| | CREECH. 


Tavs the man of learning is often reſigned, al- 

' mult by his own content, to languor and pain; and 

while, in the protecution ot his itudies, he 1tuttcrs the 

wearinefs of labour, is ſubjcct, by his courte of lite, 
to the maladies ot idlencis. 


IT was, perhaps, from the obſervation of this 
miſchievous omiſſion in thoſe who are employed a- 
bout intellectual objects, that Locke has, in his em 
Education, urged the neceſſity of a trade to men 
0: all ranks and profeſſions, that when the mind is 
weary with its proper taſk, it may be relaxed by a 
llizhter attention to ſome mechanical operation; and 
that while the vital functions are reſuſcitated and 
awakened by vigorous motion, the uudcritand- 


ing 


Q 
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ing may be reſtrained from that vagrance and diſſi- 
pation by which it relieves itſelf after a long intenſe- 
neſs of thought, unleſs ſome allurement be preſent- 
ed that may engage application without anxicty. 


THERE is ſo little reaſon for expecting frequent 
conformity to Locke's precept, that it is not neceſ- 
ſary to enquire, whether the practice of mechanical 
arts might not give occaſion to petty emulation, and 
degenerate ambition; and whether, if our divines 
and phyſicians were taught the lathe and the chizzel, 


they would not think more of their tools than their 


books; as Nero neglected the care of his empire for 
his chariot and his fiddle. It is certainly dangerous 
to be too, much pleaſed with little things; but what 
is there which may not be perverted ? Let us remem- 
ber how much worſe employment might have been 
found for thoſe hours, which a manual occupation 
appears to engroſs; let us compute the profit with 
the loſs, and when we refle& how often a genius is 
allured from his ſtudies, conſider likewiſe that per- 
haps, by the ſame attractions, he is ſometimes 
with-held from debauchery, or recalled from malice, 
from ambition, from envy, and from luft. 


IAE always admired the wiſdom of thoſe by 
whom our female education was inſtituted, for ha- 


ving contrived, that every woman of whatever con- 


dition ſhould be taught ſome arts of manufacture, 
by which the vacuitics of recluſe and domeſtic lei- 
ſure may be filled up. Theſc arts are more neceflary, 
as the weaknels of their tex, and the general ſyſtem 
of life, debar ladies from many employ ments which, 
by diverſifying the circumſtances of men, preſerve 
them from b-ing cankered by the ruſt of their own 
thoughts. ' | know not how much of the virtue and 
happinets of the world may be the conſequence of this 
judicious regulation. Perhaps the moſt powerful 
fancy iniyit be unable to figure the contution and 
flaughter that would be produced by to many piercing 
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eyes and vivid underſtandings, turned looſe at once 


upon mankind, with no other buſineſs than to 
ſparkle and intrigue, to perplex and to deſtroy. 


For my part, whenever chance brings within my 
oblervation a knot of mifles buſy at their needles, 
I confider myſelf as in the ſchool of virtue; and 
though I have no extraordinary tkill in plain work 
or embroidery, look upon their operations with as 
much ſatisfaction as their governets, becauſe I re- 
gard them as providing a ſecurity againſt the moſt 
dangerous enſnarers of the ſoul, by enabling them- 
ſelves to exclude idleneis from their ſolitary mo- 
ments, and with idleneſs her attendant train of paſ- 
ons, fancies, and chimeras, fears, ſorrows, and de- 
fircs. Ovid and Cervantes will inform them, that 
love has no power but over thoſe whom he catches 
un-mployed ;z and Hector, in the Iliad, when he ſees 
Andromache overwhelmed with terrors, ſends her 
for conſolation to the doom and the diitatt. 


IT is certain that any wild wiſh, or vain imagina- 
tion, never takes ſuch firm poſſeſſion of the mind, as 
when it is found empty and unoccupied. The old 
peripatetic principle, that Nature abhors a Vacuum, 
may be properly applied to the intellect, which will 
embrace any thing, however abſurd or criminal, ra- 
ther than be wholly without an object. Perhaps 
every man may date the predominance of thoſe de- 
fires that diſturb his life, and contaminate his con- 
ſcience, from ſome unhappy hour, when too much 
leiſure expoſed him to their incurſions; for he has 
lived with little obſervation either on himielf or 
others, who docs not know, that to be idle is to be 
vicious. 


. | Nu un. 
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Nux. 86. SATURDAY, January 12. 1751. 


Legitimumque ſonum Digitis callemus et Aure. Hog, 


By fingers, or by ear, we numbers ſran. 
E: PHINSTON, 


NE of the ancients has obſerved, that the bur- 
| then of government is increaſed upon princes 
by the virtues of their immediate predeceſſors. It 
is indeed always dangerous to be placed in a ſtate 
of unavoidable compariſon with excellence; and the 
_ danger is ſtill greater when that excellence is conſe. 
crated by death; when envy and intereſt ceaſe to ad 
- againſt it, and thofe paſſions by which it was at firſt 
vilified and oppoſed, now ſtand in its defence, and 
turn their vehemence againſt honeſt emulation, 


He that ſucceeds a celebrated writer, has the 
ſame difficulties to encounter; he ſtands under the 
ſhade of exalted merit, and is hindered from riſing 
to his natural height, by the interception of thoſe 
beams which ſhould invigorate and quicken him, 
He applies to that intention which is already . enga- 
ged, and unwilling to be drawn off from certain ſa- 
tisfaction; or perhaps to an attention already wea- 
- ried, and not to be recalled to the ſame object. 
One of the old poets congratulates himſelf, that he 


has the untrodden regions of Parnaſſus before bim, 


and that his garland will be gathered from planta- 
tions which no writer had yet culled. But the imi- 
. tator treads a beaten walk, and with all his diligence 
can only hope to find a few flowers or branches un- 
touched by his predeceſſor, the refuſe of contempt, 
or the omiſſions of negligence. 


that fung like a nightingale, replied with contempt, 
„ that he bad heard the nightingale herſelf;“ an 


the ſame treatment muſt every man expect, "whole 
pPraiſe is, that he imitates another. 


Ter 


The Macedonian 


conqueror, when he was once invited to hear a man 
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YET, in the midſtof theſe diſcouraging reflections, 
Jam about to offer to my reader ſome obſervations 
upon Paradiſe Loſt; and hope, that, however I may 
fall below the illuſtrious writer, who has ſo long dic- 
tated to the coramonwealth of learning, my attempt 


may not be wholly uſeleſs. There are, in every age, 


new errors to be rectified, and new prejudices to be 
oppoſed. Falſe taſte is always buſy to miſl-ad thoſe 
that are entering upon the regions of learning; and- 
the traveller, uncertain of his way, and forſaken by 
the fun, will be pleaſed to fee a fainter orb ariſe on 
the horizon, that may refcue him from total dark- 
nels, though with weak and borrowed luſtre. 


ADD1s$0N, though he has conſidered this poem 
under moſt of the general topics of criticiſm, has 
barely touched upon the verſification; not proba- 
bly becauſe he thought the art of numbers unwor- 
thy of his notice; for he knew with how minute at- 
tention the ancient critics confidered the diſpoſition 
of ſyllables, and had himſelf given hopes of ſome 
metrical obſervations upon the great Roman poet : 
but being the firſt who undertook to diſplay the 
beauties, and point out the defects of Milton, he had 
many objects at once before him, and paſſed wil- 
lingly over thoſe which were moſt barren of ideas, 
and required labour, rather than genius. 

Ver verſification, or the art of modulating his 
numbers, is indiſpenſibly neceſſiry to a poet. Every 
othar power by which the underſtanding is en— 
Iyhtened, or the imagination enchanted, may be 
ex-rciſed in prote. But the poet has this peculiar 
ſuperiority, that to all the powers which the per- 
fection ot every other compoſition can require, he 
adds the faculty of joining muſic with reaſon, and 
of acting at once upon the ſenſes and the paſſions, 
asp rie there are few who do not tec} themici: es 
touched by poetical melody, and who will not con- 


cis, that they are more or leſs moved by the ſame 


thoughts, 
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thoughts, as they are conveyed by different ſounds, 


and more affected by the ſame words in one order, 


than in another. I he perception of harmony is in- 
deed conferred upon men in degrees very uncqual; 
but there are none who do not perceive it, or to 
whom a regular ſeries of proportionate ſounds can- 
not give delight. 


I x treating on the verſification of Milton, I am de- 

ſirous to be generally underſtood, and ſhall therefore 
ſtudiouſly decline the dialect of grammariansz though, 
indeed, it is always difficult, and ſometimes ſcarcely 
poſſible, to deliver the precepts of an art without the 
terms by which the peculiar ideas of that art are ex- 
prefied, and which had not been invented but be- 
cauſe the language already in uſe was inſufficient. 
If therefore I ſhall ſometimes ſeem obſcure, may it 
be imputed to this voluntary interdiction, and to a de- 
fire of avoiding that offence which is always given 
by unuſual words. : 


Tat heroic meaſure of the Engliſh language may 


be properly conſidered as pure or mixed. It is pure 


when the accent reſts upon every ſecond ſyllable 
through the whole line, 


Courage uncertain dangers may abate, _ 
But who can bear the approach of certain fate. 
ö | DKkYDEN. 


Here love his golden ſhaſts employs ; here lights 
His conſtant lamp, and waves his purple winps, 
Reigns here, and revels; not in the bought ſmile 
Of harlots, lovelets, joy leſs, unendear'd. Mirros. 


The accent may be obſerved, in the ſecond line of 
Dryden, and the ſecond and fourth of Milton, to re- 
poſe upon every ſecond ſyllable. 


Tur repetition of this ſound or pereuſſion at equal 


times, is the moſt complete harmony of which a ſingle 


verle 
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verſe is capable, and ſhould therefore be exactly 
kept in diſtichs, and generally in the laſt line of a 


paragraph, that the ear may reſt without any ſenſe 
of imperfection; 


Bor to preſerve the ſeries of ſounds untranſpo- 
ſed in a long compoſition, is not enly very difficult, 
but tireſome and diſguſting z for we are ſoon wea- 
ried with the perpetual recurrence of the ſame ca- 
dence. Neceſſity has therefore enforced the mixed 
meaſure, in which ſome variation of the accents is 
allowed: this, though it always injures the harmony 
of the line conſidered by itſelf, yet compenſates the 
loſs, by relieving us from the continual tyranny of the. 
fume ſound, and makes us more ſenſible of the har- 
mony ot the pure mealure. 


Or theſe mixed numbers every poet affords us- 
innumerable inſtances; and Milton ſeldom has two 
pure lines together; as will appcar, if any of his pa- 
r.;raphs be read with attention merely to the mu- 
ſic, | 


Thus at their ſhady lodge arriv'd, both ſtood, 
Both turn'd, and under open ſky ador'd' 
The God that made both iky, air, earth, and 
heav'n, | | | —_——_ 
Which they beheld; the moon's reſplendent globe, 
And ſtarry pole: thou alſo mad'ſt the nigbt, 
Maker omnipotent ! and thou the day, 
Which we in our appointed work employ'd 
Have finilh'd, happy in our mutual help, 
Aud mutual love, the crown of all our bliſs 
0:dain'd by thee; and this delicious place, 
For us too large; where thy abundauce wants 
f Vartakers, and uncrop'd falls to the ground, 
But thou haſt-promis'd from us two a rice 
To fill the earth, who thall with us extol 
Thy goodneſs "infinite, both when we wake, 
end when we ſeck, as now, thy gift of fleep. 


6% THE RAM B L E R. No. 80. 


IIx this paſſage i it will be at firſt obſerved, that 
all the lines are not equally harmonious; and upon a 
nearer examination it will be found, that only the 
fifth and ninth lines are regular, and the reſt are 
more or lets licentious with reſpect to the accent. 

In ſome the accent is equally upon two ſyllables to- 
| gether, and in both ſtrong. As, 


Thus at their ſhady lodge rcd both flood, 

Beth turn'd, and under open ſky ador d 

The God that made beth 1ky, air, earth, and 
heav'n. 


In others the accent is equally upon two ſyllables, 
but upon both weak. 


a race 
To fill the earth, who ſhall with us extol 
Thy goodneis izfinite, both when we wake, 
And when we leck, as now, thy gilt of fleep. 


In the firſt pair of ſyllables the accent may deviate 
from the rigour of ex ctneis, without any unpleaſing 
diminution of harmony, as may be obſcrved in the 
lines already cited, and more remarkably in this, 


— Thou alſo mad'ſt the night, 
Maker omnipotent ! ! and thou the day, 


Bur, excepting in the firſt pair of ſyllables, which 


may be conkdered as arbitrary, a poet who, not ha- | 


ving the invention or knowledge ot Milton, has more 
necd to allure his audience by muſical cadences, 
ſhould ſeldom ſuffer more than one aberration from 
the rule in any ſingle verſe, 


THERE are two lines in this paſſage more . 
ably unharmonious. 
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| This delicious place, | 
For us too large; where thy abundance wants 
Partakers, and uncrop'd fall; ts the ground. 


Here the third pair of ſyllables in the firſt, and 
fourth pair in the ſecond verſe, have their accents 
retrogade or inverted ; the firſt (ſyllable being ſtrong 
or acute, and the ſecond weak. The detriment 
which the meaſure ſuffers by this inverſion of the 
accents is ſometimes lets perceptible, when the ver- 
ſes are carried one into another, but is remarkably 
ſtriking in this place, where the vicious verſe con- 
cludes a period; and is yet more offenſive in rhyme, 


— 


when we regularly attend to the flow of every ſingle 


line. This will appear by reading a couplet in 
which Cowley, an author not ſufficiently ſtudious 
of harmony, has committed the ſame fault. 


— His harmleſs life 
Does with ſuvitantial bleſſedneſs abound 
and the ſoft wings of peace cover him round. 


In theſe the law of metre is very groſsly violated by 
mingling combinations of ſound directly oppoſite to 
eich other, as Milton expreſſes it in his ſonnet, by 
cmmnitting ſhort and long, and ſetting one part of 
tie mealure at variance with the reit. The ancients, 
who had a language more capable of variety than 
ours, had two kinds of verſe, the Iambic, conſiſt- 
ing of ſhort and long ſyllables alternately, from 
waich our heroic meaſure is derived, and the Tro- 
chaic, conſiſting in a like alternation of long and 
ſhort, Theſe were conſidered as oppoſites, and 
conveyed the contrary images of ſpeed and ſlowneſs; 
to confound them, therefore, as in theſe lines, is 
to deviate from the eſtabliſhed practice. But where 
the ſenſes are to judge, authority is not neceſſary, 
the ear is ſufficient to detect diſſonance, nor ſhould 
| have {ought auxiliaries on ſuch an occaſion a- 
gainſt any name but that of Milton. 


2 Niuus. 


> 
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Nums. 87. Tutspay, January 15. 1751, 


Invidus, iracundus, inert, vinoſus, amator, 
' Nemo adeo ſerus efl, ut non miteſcere poſſit, 
Si modo culiure patientem commodet aurem. 


Hog, 


The ſlave to envy, anger, wine, or love, 
The wretch of ſloth, its excellence fthall prove; 
Fierceneſs itſelf ſhall hear its rage away, 
When liſt *ning calmly to th? initructive lay. 
Francis, 


THAT few things are ſo liberally beſtowed, 
1 or ſquandered with ſo little effect, as good ad- 
vice, has been generally obſerved; and many ſage 


Poſitions have been advanced concerning the reaſons 


of this complaint, and the means of removing it, 
It is indeed an important and noble enquiry ; for 


1 little would be wanting to the happineſs of life, if 


\.. 
, 
. 


every man could conform to the right as ſoon as he 
was ſhown it. 


Tris perverſe neglect of the moſt ſalutary pre- 
cepts, and ſtubborn reſiſtance of the moſt pathetic 
perſuaſion, is uſually imputed to him by whom the 
counſel is received; and we often hear it mentioned 


as a ſign of hopeleſs depravity, that though good | 


advice was given, it has wrought no reformation. 


OTHERS who imagine themſelves to have quick- 
er ſagacity, and deeper penetration, have found 


out, that the inefficacy of advice is uſually the fault 


of the counſellor, and rules have been laid down, 
by which this important duty may be ſucceſsfull 

performed: we are directed by what tokens to-dil- 
cover the favourable moment at which the heart is 
diſpoſed for the operation of truth and reaſon, with 
whar addreſs to adminiſter, and with what vehicles 
to dilguiſe the cathartics of the ſoul. 


Bur, 
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Bur, notwithſtanding this ſpecious expedient, 
we find the world yet in the ſame ſtate; advice is 
ſtill given, but ſtill received with diſguſt; nor has 
it appeared, that the bitterneſs of the medicine has 
been yet abated, or its power increaſed by any me- 
thods of preparing it. | 

Is we conſider the manner in which thoſe who 
fume the office of directing the conduct of others 
execute their undertaking, it will not be very won- 
derful that their labours, however zealous or affec- 
tionate, are frequently uſeleſs. For what is the ad- 
vice that is commonly given? A few general ma- 
xims, enforced with vehemence, and inculcated 
with importunity, but failing for want of particu- 
lar reference, and immediate application. 


IT is not often that any man can have ſo much 
knowledge of another, as is neceflary to make in- 
ſtruction uſeful. We .are ſometimes not ourſelves 
conſcious of the original motives of our actions; 
and when we know them, our firft care is to hide 
them from the fight of others, and often from thoſe 
moſt diligently, whoſe ſuperiority either of power 
or underſtanding may intitle them to inſpect our 
lives; it is — very probable, that he who en- 
deavours the cure of our intellectual maladies, 
miſtakes their cauſe; and that his preſcriptions avail 
nothing, becauſe he knows not which of the paſ- 
hons or deſires is vitiated. 


| ADVICE, as it always gives a temporary appear- 
ance of ſuperiority, can never be very gratetul, even 
| when it is molt neceſſary or moſt judicious. But 
for the ſame reaſon every one is eager to inſtruct his 
| neighbours. To be wile or to be virtuous, is to buy 
dignity and importance at a high price; but when 
nothing is necetlary to elevation but detection of the 
follics or the faults of others, no man is ſo infenfible 
to the voice of tame as to linger on the ground. 

Q 3 = T entanda 
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Tentanda via eſi, qua me quoque poſſim 
Tollere humo, vidtsrque virum volitare per era. 


New ways | muſt attempt, my grovelling name 
To raiſe aloft, and wing my flight to fame. DRY D. 


VaxiTY is fo frequently the apparent motive of 
advice, that we, for the moſt part, ſummon our 
powers to oppoſe it wthout any very accurate en- 
quiry whether it is right. It is ſufficient that ano- 
ther is growing great in his own eyes at our expence, 
and aſſumes authority over us without our per- 
miſſion 3; for many would contentedly ſuffer the 
conſequences of their own miſtakes, rather than the 
inſolence of him who triumphs as their deliverer, 


IT is, indeed, ſeldom found that any advantages 


are enjoyed with that moderation which the uncer- 
tainty of all human good ſo powerfully enforces ; 
and therefore the adviſer may juſtly ſuſpect, that he 
has inflamed the oppoſition which he laments by 
arrogance and ſuperciliouſneſs. He may ſuſpect, 
but needs not haſtily to condemn himſelf, for he 
can rarely be certain that the ſofteſt language, or 


moſt humble diffidence, would have eſcaped reſent- 


ment; ſince ſcarcely any degree of circumſpection 
can prevent or obviate the rage with which the 


flothtul, the impotent, and the unſucceſsful, vent 


their diſcontent upon thole that excel them. Mo- 


deſty itſelf, if it is praiſed, will be envied; and there | 


are minds ſo impatient ot interiority, that their gra- 
titude is a ſpecies of revenge, and they return be- 


nefits, not becauſe recompence is a pleaſure, but 


becauſe obligation is a pain. 


Ta number of thoſe whom the love of them- 
ſelves has thus far corrupted, is perhaps not great; 
but there are few ſo free trom vanity, as not to dictate 


to thoſe who will hear their inſtructions with a viſible ! 


lente of their own beneficence ; and few to whom 
it is not unpleaſing to receive documents, however 
te: derly and cautiouſly delivered, or who are not 


willing 


| 
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willing to raiſe themſelves from pupillage, by diſpu- 
ting the propofitions of their teacher. 


Ir was the maxim, I think, of Alphonſus of Ar- 
ragon, that dead counſellors are ſafeſt. The grave 
puts an end to flattery and artifice, and the infor- 
mation that we receive from books is pure from in- 
tereſt, fear, or ambition. Dead counſellors are 
likewiſe moſt inſtructive ; becauſe they are heard 
with patience and with reverence. We are not un- 
willing to believe that man wiſer than ourſelves, 
from whoſe abilities we may receive advantage, 
without any danger of rivalry or oppofition, and 
who aftords us the light of his experience, without 
hurting our eyes by flaſhes of infolence. 


By the conſultation of books, whether of dead 
or living authors, many temptations to petulance 
and oppoſition, which occur in oral conferences, 
are avoided. An author cannot obtrude his advice 
unaſked, nor can be often ſuſpected of any malig 
nant intention to inſult his readers with his know- 
ledge or his wit. Yet ſo prevalent is the habit of 
comparing ourſelves with others, while they remain 
within the reach of our paſſions, that books are ſel- 
dom read with complete impartiality, but by thoſe 
from whom the writer is placed at ſuch a diſtance 
that his life or death is indifferent. 


Wx ſee that volumes may be peruſed, and peru» 
ſed with attention, to little effect; and that maxims 
of prudence, or principles of virtue, may be trea- 
ſured in the memory without influencing the con- 
duct. Ot the numbers that pals their lives among 
books, very few read to be made wifer or better, 
apply any general reproot of vice to themſelves, or 
try their own manners by axioms of juſtice. They 
purpoſe either to conſume thoſe huurs for which 
they can find no other amuſement, to gain or pre- 
lerve that reſpect which learning has always obtain- 

-" nl 


* 


which, like treaſures buried and forgotten, is of no 
ule to others or themſelves. | 


© The preacher (ſays a French author) may ſpend 


© an hour in explaining and enforcing a precept of 


cc religion, without feeling any impreſſion from his 


ce own performance, becaule he may have no fur- 
te ther deſign than to fill up his hour.” A ſtudent 
may eaſily exhauſt his life in comparing divines and 
moraliſts, without any practical regard to morality 
or religion; he may be learning not to live, but to 
reaſon; he may regard only the elegance of - ſtile, 
juſtneſs of argument, and accuracy of method; and 
may enable himſelf to criticite with judgment, and 

diſpute with ſubtlety, while the chief uſe of his vo- 

lumes is unthought of, his mind is unaffected, and 
his life is unreformed. | 


Bur though truth and virtue are thus frequent- 
ly defeated by pride, obſtinacy, or tolly, we are 
not allowed to deſert them; tor whoever can fur- 
niſh arms which they hitherto have not employed, 
may enablethem to gain ſome hearts which would have 
reſiſted any other method of attack, Every man of 
genius has ſome arts of fixing the attention peculiar 
to himſelf, by which, honeſtly exerted, he may be- 
. nefit mankind; for the arguments tor purity of life 
fail of their due influence, not becauſe they have 
been conſidered and confuted, but becauſe they 
have been paſſed over without conſideration. To 
the poſition of Pully, that it Virtue could be ſeen, 
ſhe muſt be loved, may be added, that it Truth 
could be heard, ſhe muſt be obeyed, 


Nu u. 
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NumMs. 88. SATURDAY, January 19. 1751. 


Cum Tabulis an imum cenſoris ſumet honeſti, 

Audebit guæcungue minus ſplendoris habebunt, 

Aut ſine pondere erunt, et honore indigna ferentur 
Verba movere loco, quamvis invita recedant | 
Et verſentur adhuc intra penetralia Via. HoRACE. 
But he that hath a curious piece deſign'd 

When he begins mult take a cenſor's mind, 
Severe and honeſt ; and what words appear 

Too light and trivial, or too weak to bear 
The weighty ſenſe, nor worth the reader's care, 
Shake off ; though ſtubborn, they are loth to move, 
And though we tancy, dearly though we love. 

| CREECH. 


(« HERE is no reputation for genius,” ſays 

Quintilian, © to be gained by writing on 
« things, which, however neceſſary, have little 
% ſplendor or ſhew. The height of a building at- 
« tracts-the eye, but the foundations lie without re- 
« gard. Yet ſince there is not any way to the top 
« of ſcience, but from the loweſt parts, I ſhall thipk 
« nothing unconnected with the art of oratofy, 
© which he that wants cannot be an orator.” 


ConFIRMED and animated by this illuſtrious pre- 
cedent, I thall continue my inquiries into Milton's 
art of verſification. Since, however minute the 
employment may appear, of analyſing lines into ſyl- 
lables, and whatever ridicule may be incurred by & 
ſolemn deliberation upon accents and pauſes, it is 
certain, that without this petty knowledge, no man 
can be a poet; and that from the proper diſpofition 
of ſingle ſounds, reſults that harmony that adds force 
to reaſon, and gives grace to ſublimity; that thacklcs 
attention, and governs paſſions. | 


t Trar verſe may be melodious and pleaſing, it 
is neceſſary, not only that the words be ſo ranged, 
as that the accent may fall on its proper place, but 

that 
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that the ſyllables themſelves be ſo choſen, as to flow 


ſmoothly into ont another. This is to be effected 
by a proportionate mixture of vowels and conſonants, 
and by tempering the mute conſonants with liquids 
and ſemivowels. The Hebrew grammarians have 
obſerved, that it is . impoſſible to pronounce two con- 
ſonants without the intervention of a vowel, or 
without ſome emiſſion of the breath between one 
and the other ; this is longer and more perceptible, 
as the ſounds of the conſonants are leſs harmonical- 
ly conjoined, and, by conſequence, the flow of the 
verſe is longer interrupted, 


IT is pronounced by Dryden, that a line of mono- 
ſyllables is almoſt always harſh. This, with regard 
to our language, is evidently true, not becauſe mo- 
noſyllables cannot compoſe harmony, but becauſe 
our monolyllables being of Teutonic original, or 
formed by contraction, commonly begin and end 
with conſonants, as, 


| — Every lower faculty 
.Of ſenſe, whereby they hear, ſee, ſmell, touch, taſte, 


The difference of harmony ariſing principally 


from the collocation of vowels and conſonants, will 


be ſufficiently conceived, by attending to the tollow- | 


ing paſſages. 


Immortal Amarant—there grows 

And flow'rs aloft, ſhading the fount of life 

And where the river ot bliſs throngh midſt Fheav's 
Rolls ober Ely/tan flowers her amber ſtream; 

With theſe that never fade, the ſpii its elect 

Bind their reſplendent locks inwreeth'd with beams. 


Tux ſame compariſon that I propbſe to be made 
between the fourth and fixth verſes of this paſlage, 
may be repeated between the laſt lines of the fol- 
lowing quotations, 
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Under foot the violet, 
Crocus, and hyaciuth, with rich in- lay 
Broider'd the ground, mere colour d than with ſtone, 
Of coſtlieſt emblem. 


Here in cloſe receſs, | 
with flow'rs, garlands, and ſweet-ſmelling herbs, 
Eſpouſed Eve firſt deck'd her nyptial bed: 
and heav'nly cheirs the hymenean jung. 


MiLToON, whoſe ear had been accuſtomed, not 
only to the muſic of the ancient tongues, which, 
however vitiated by our pronunciation, excel all 
that are now in uſe, but to the ſoftneſs of the Italian, 
the moſt mellifluous of all modern poetry, ſeems 
fully convinced of the unfitneſs of our language for 
ſmooth verſification, and is therefore pleaſed with 
an opportunity of calling in a ſofter word to his aſ- 
fiſtance; for this reaſon, and I believe for this only, 
he ſometimes indulges himſelf in a long ſeries of 


proper names, and introduces them where they add 
little but muſic to this poem. 


The richer ſeat 

Of Atabalipa, and yet unſpoil'd 
Guiana, wh oſe great city Gerion's ſons 
Call El Dorado, — —— 


The moon —— The Tuſcan artiſt views 
at evening from the top of Fetole 


Or in Valdarno, to deſery new lands. — 


Hu has indeed been more attentive to his ſyllabl: s 
than to his accents, and does not often offend by 
colliſions of contonants, or openings of vowels 
upon each other, at leaſt not more often tt an other 
Writers Who have had luis important or complicated 
luvj.cts to take off their care trom the cadence of 
their unes. 5 
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Tux great peculiarity of Milton's verſification, 
compared with that of later poets, is the eliſion of 
one vowel before another, or the ſuppreſſion of the 


laſt ſyllable of a word ending with a vowel, when 
a vowel begins the following word. As, 


— 


Knowledge 
Oppreſſes elſe with ſurfeit, and ſoon turns 
Witdom to folly as nouriſhment to wind. 


Tris licence, though now diffuſed in Engliſh 
poetry, was practiſed by our old writers, and is al- 
lowed in many other languages ancient and modern; 
and therefore the critics on Paradiſe loſt have, 
without much deliheration, commended Milton tor 
continuing it. But one language cannot commu: 
Nicate its rules to another. We have already tried 
and rejected the hexameter of the ancicnts, the 
double cloſe of the Italians, and the alexandrine of 
the French; and the <lifion of vowels, however 
graceful it may ſcem to other nations, may be very 
unſuitable to the genius of the Engliſh tongue. 


TukRE is reaſon to believe, that we have negli- 
gently loſt part of our vowels, and that the ſilent: 
which our anceſtors added to moſt of our monolyl- 
lablcs, was once vocal. By this detruncation of our 
ſyllables, our language is overſtocked with con- 
ſonants, and it is more neccilary to add vowels to 
the beginning of words, than to cut them off from 
the end 


Mi1LToN therefore ſeems to have ſomewhat 
miſtaken the nature of our language, of which the 
chief detect is ruggedneſs and aſperity, and has left 
our harſh cadences yet harſher. But his eliſions are 
not all <qually to be cenſured; in ſome ſyllables 
they may be allowed, and perhaps in a few may 
be ſafely imitated. "The abſciſſion of a vowel 1 


undoubtedly vicious when it is ſtrongly ne 
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and makes, with its aſſociate conſonant, a full and 
zudible ſyllable. 


* 


What he gives, 
spiritual, may to pureſt ſpirits be found, 

No ingrateful food, and food alike theſe pure 
Incelligential ſubſtances require. 


Fruits, Heſperian fables true, 
If true, here on, and of delicious taſte. 


Evening now approach'd, 
For we have ah our evening and our morn. 


of gueſts he makes them ſlaves, 
Inhoſpitab/y, and kills their infant males. 


And vital virtue infus'd, ad vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid maſs.— 


God mide ther ofchalceilo own „ and of his own 
To ſerve him. 


I BELIEVE every reader will agree, that in all 
thole paſſages, though not equally in all, the muſic 1 
is injured, and in ſome the meaning obſcured. 1 
There are other lines in which the vowel is cut off, * 
but it is fo faintly pronounced in common ſpeech, 
that the loſs of it in poetry is ſcarcely perceived ; 
and therefore ſuch compliance with the meaſure | 
may be allowed. 


Nature breeds 
Perverſe, all monſtrous, all pr odigious things, 
Abominde, inutterable; and worſe 
Tuau fahles yet have tei gu d 


rom the ſhore 
They view'd the vaſt immenſurab/e aby ſs. 


Vor. II. R + Impene trable; 
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Impenetrab/e, impal'd with circling fire. 
To none communica6/e in earth or heav'n. 


YET even theſe contractions increaſe the rough- 
neſs of a language too rough already; and though 
in long poems they may be ſometimes ſuffered, it 
never can be faulty to forbear them, 


Mil xox frequently uſes in his poems the by- 
permetrical or redundant line of eleven 1yllables, 


Thus it ſhall befal 
Him who to worth in woman over-truſtiag 


Lets her will rule. 


I alſo err'd in over-much admirizg. 


VernsrEs of this kind occur almoſt in every page; 


but though they are not unpleaſing or diſonant, 


they ought not to be admitted into heroic. poetry, 
ſince the narrow limits of our language allow us 
no other diſtinction of epic and tragic meaſures, 
than is afforded by the liberty of changing at will 
the termipations of the dramatic lines, and bring: 
ing them, by that relaxation of metrical rigour, 
nearer to proſe. | 


— 


___— 
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Dulce eſt di ſipere in loco. HORACE. 


Wiſdom at proper times is well ſorgot. 


_—_ OCEKE, whom there is no reaſon to ſuſpet of 


being a favourer of idleneſs or libertiniſm, 


has advanced, that whoever hopes to employ any. 


part of his time with efficacy and vigour, muſt al- 
low tome of it to paſs in trifies. It is beyond the 
| | powers 


No 
p» * 
fou 
rige 


| app 


[- 
man 
im P 
fro: 
curl 
ſerv 
him 
the « 
his 


moitt 
upon 
2paC: 
they, 
fancy 
or pl. 
in va. 
ter 
life { 
fecble 
and n 


itead 


No 859 THE RAM IL E R. 183 


powers of humanity to ſpend a whole life in pro- 
found ſtudy, and intenſe meditation; and the moſt 
rigorous exacters of induſtry and ſeriouſneſs have 
appointed hours for relaxation and amuſcment. 


IT is certain, that, with or without our conſent, 
many of the few moments allotted us will flide 
imperceptibly away; and that the mind will break, 
from confinement to its itated taſk, into ſudden ex- 
curſions. Severe and connected attention is pre- 
ſer ved but for a thort time; and when a man ſhuts 
himiclt up in his clolet, and bends his thoughts to 
the difcufſion of any obſtruſe queſtion, he will ſind 
his faculties continually ſteaing away to more 
pleiting entertainments. He orten perceives him- 
{lf tran{ported, he knowsnot how, to diſtant tracks 
of thought, and return to his firit object as rrom 


a drcam, without knowing when he foriook it, or 


how long he has been abitracted from it. 


ir has been obſcrved, that the moſt ſtudious are 
not always the moſt learned. There is, indeed, no 
prear duiculty in diicovering that chis difference of 
proficiency may ariſe from the difference of intellec- 
tual powers, of the choice of books, or the conve- 
nieuce of information. But I believe it likewiſe 
frequently happens, that the moſt recluſe are not the 
moit vigorous proſecutors of ſtudy. Many impoſe 
upon the world, and many upon themiclves, by an 
appearance of ſcvere and exen aplary diligence, when 
they, in reality, give themicives up to the luxury of 
fancy, plcaſe their minds with CL Wating the paſt, 
or planniog out the tuturez place themic.ves at will 
in varicd ſituations of happinels, and flumber away 
tacir days in voluntary vions. In the journey of 
life ſome are left behind, bi cauſe they are naturally 
fecble aud flow: forme becauie they mits the Ways 
and man, becau'c they leave it by choice, and in- 
tead ot petting oawar:l with a ſteady pace, delight 
3 chemſelves 
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themſelves with momentary deviations, turn aſide 
to pluck every flower, and repote in every ſhade, 


184 


THERE is nothing more fatal to a man whoſe by. 
ſineſs is to think, than to have learned the art of 


regaling his mind with thofe airy gratifications, - 


Other vices or folkes are reſtrained by fear, reform- 
ed by admonition, or rejected by the conviction 
which the comparifon of our conduct with that of 
others, may in time produce. But this inviſible riot 
of the mind, this ſecret prodigality of being, is ſe- 
cure from detection, and fearleſs of reproach. The 
dreamer retires to his apartment, ſhuts out the 
cares and interruptions of mankind, and abandons 
himſelf to his own fancy, new worlds riſe up be- 
fore him, one image is followed by another, and a 
long ſucceſſion of delights dances round him. He 
is at laſt called back to lite by nature, or by cuſtom, 
and enters peeviſh into ſociety, becauſe he cannot 
model it to his own will, lie returns from his idle 
excurſions with the aſperity, though not with the 
knowledge, of a ftudent, and haſtens again to the 
fame felicity with the eagerneſs of a man bent upon 
the advancement of ſome favourite fcience. The 
infatuation ſtrengthens by degrees, and, like the 
poiſon of opiates, weakens his powers, without any 
external fymptom of malignity. 


IT happens, indeed, that thefe hypocrites of learn- 
ing are in time detected, and convinced; by diſgrace 
and diſappointment, of the difference between the 
labour of thought, and the fport of muſing. But 
this diſcovery is often not made till it is too late to 
recover the time that has been fooled away. A 
thouſand accidents may, indeed, awaken drones to 
a more early ſenſe of their danger and their ſhame. 
But they who are convinced of the neceflity ot 
breaking from this habitual drowſineſs, too often re- 
lapſe in ſpite of their reſolution 3 for theſe ideal ſe- 
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ducers are always near, and neither any particula- 
rity of time nor place is neceſſary to their influence; 
they invade the ſoul without warning, and have of- 
ten charmed down reſiſtance, before their approach 
js perceived or ſuſpected. | | 


Tus captivity, however, it is neceflary for every 
man to break, who has any deſire to be wile or 
uſctul, to pals his life with the. eſteem of others, or 
to look back with ſatis faction from his old age upon 
his earlier years. In order to regain liberty, he 
muſt find the means of flying from himſelf; he 
muſt, in oppoſition to the Stoic precept, teach his 
BB delires to fix upon external things; he muſt adopt 
| the joys and the pains of others, and excite in his 
mind the want of ſocial pleaſures, and amicable 
communication. 


Ir is perhaps not impoſſible to promote the cure 
of this mental malady, by cloſe application to ſome 
new ſtudy, which may pour in freth ideas, and keep 
curioſity in perpetual motion. But ftudy requires 
lolitude, and folitude is a ſtate dangerous to thoſe 
who are too much accuſtomed to tink into them- 
ſelves. Active employment, or public pleaſure, is 
generally a neceflary part of this intellectual re- 
gimen, without which, though ſome remiſſion may 


y obtained, a complete cure will ſcarcely be effect - 
- ed. 
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Tuts is a formidable and obſtinate diſeaſe of the 
intellect 3 of which, when it has once become radi- 
cated by time, the remedy is one of the hardeſt taſks 
of reaſon and of virtue. Its {lighteſt attacks, there- 
tore, ſhould be watchfully oppoſed ; and he that 
nds the frigid and narcotic infection beginning to 
eiae him, ſhould turn his whole attention againtt it, 
and check it at the firſt diſcovery by proper coun- 
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THE great reſolution to be formed, when happi- 
neſs and virtue are thus formidably invaded, is, that 
no part of life be ſpent in a ſtate of neutrality or 
indifference ; but that ſome pleaſure be found for 
every moment that is not devoted to labour; and 
that, whenever the neceſſary buſineſs of life grows 
i kſome or diſguſting, an immediate tranſition be 
made to diverſion and gaiety. 


— — — 
— % 


CC vc c 


requires, and which have themſclves a natural ten- 
dency to actuate and invigorate the mind, the moſt 
cligible amuſement of a rational being ſeems to be 
that interchange of thoughts which is practiſed in 
free and eaſy converſation z where ſuſpicion is ba- 
niſhed by experience, and emulation by benevolence; 
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unwillingneſs to offend, and hears with no other 
diſpoſition than deſire to be pleaſed. 


and the only choice that nature offers us, is, to 
trifle in company or alone. To join profit with 


have had very different conceptions of profit. All 
have agreed, that our amuſements ſhould not termi- 
nate wholly in the preſent moment, but contribute 
more or leſs to future advantage. He that amuſes 
himſelf among well-choſen comp.inions, can ſcarcely 
fail to receive from the moſt careleſs and obſtrepe- 
rous merriment which virtue can allow, ſome uſeful 
hints; nor can cenverſe on the moſt familiar topics, 
without ſome caſual information. The looſe 
ſparkles of thoughtleſs wit may give new light to 
the mind, and the gay contention for paradoxical 
poſitions, rectify the opinions. | 


ſo 


where every man ſpeaks with no other reſtraint than 


TukRE muſt be a time in which every man trifles; 


pleaſure, has been an old precept among men who Þ 
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'Tar1s is the time in which thoſe friendſhips that 
give happineſs or conlolation, relief or ſecurity, are 
generally formed. A wiſe and good man is never | 
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ſo amiable as in his unbended and familiar inter- 
vals, Heroic generoſity, or philoſophicat diſcove- 
ries, may compel veneration and reſpect; but love 
always implies ſome kind of natural or voluntary 
equality, and is only to be excited by that levity and 
chcerfulnels which diſencumbers all minds from 
awe and ſolicitude, invites the modeſt to freedom, 
and exalts the timorous to confidence. This caſy 
gaicty is certain to pleaſe, whatever be the charac- 
ter of him that exerts, it: if our ſuperiors deſcend 
from their elevation, we love them tor leilcning the 
diftance at which we are placed below them; and 
interiors, from whom we can receive no laſting ad- 
vantage, will always keep our affections, while their 
ſprightlineſs and mirth contributes to our pleaſure. 


EvERY man finds himſelf differently affected by 
the fight of fortreſſes of war, and palaces of plea- 
fure. We look on the height and ſtrength of the 
bulwarks with a kind of gloomy ſatisfaction; for 
ve cannot think of defence, without admitting ima» 
ges of danger: but we range delighted and jocund 
through the gay apartments of the palace, becauſe 
nothing is impretied by them on the mind but joy 
n teſtivity. Such is the difference between great 
and amiable characters: with protectors we are late; 
with companions we are happy. 


om. — 


NuMB. 90. SATURDAY, January 26. 1751. 


In tenui labor. . VIRG. 
What toil in ſlender things! 


T is very difficult to write on the minuter parts of 
literature without tailing either to pleaſe or in- 
ſtint, Loo much nicety of detail diiguſts the 
preateſt part of readers; and to throw a multitude 
ot particulars under general heads, and lay down 
rules 
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rules of extenſive comprehenſion, is to common un- 
derſtandings of little uſe. They who undertake 
theſe ſubjects, are therefore always in danger, as 
one or other inconvenience ariſes to their imagina- 
tion, of frighting us with rugged ſcience, or amu— 
fing us with empty ſound. | 


Ix criticiſing the work of Milton, there is indeed 
opportunity to interſperſe paſſages that can hardly 


fail to relieve the languors of attention; and ſince, 
in examining the variety and choice of the pauſes 


with which he has diverfified his numbers, it will 
be neceflary to exhibit the lines in which they are to 
be found, perhaps the remarks may be well com- 


penſated by the examples, and the irkſomeneſs of | 


grammatical diſquiſitions ſomewhat alleviated. 


MiLToxN formed his fcheme of verſification by | 
the poets of Greece and Rome, whom he propoſed | 
to himſelf for his models, ſo far as the difference of 
his language from theirs would permit the imitation. 
There are indeed many inconveniencies inſeparable 
from our heroic meaſure, compared with that of 
Homer and Virgil; inconveniencies, which it is no 
reproach to Milton not to have overcome, becauſe 


they are in their own nature inſuperable; but a- 
gainſt which he has ſtruggled with ſo much art and 


diligence, that he may at leaſt be ſaid to have deſer- 


ved ſucceſs. 


THe hexameter of the ancients may be conſider- 
ed as conſiſting of fifteen ſyllables, ſo melodioufly 


diſpoſed, that, as every one knows who has exa- 5 


mined the poetical authors, very pleaſing and fo- 


norous, lyric meaſures are formed from the frag- 


ments of the heroic. It is indeed ſcarce poſſible 


to break them in ſuch a manner, but that invent] 
etiam digjecti membra poete, ſome harmony will ſtill | 
remain, and the due proportions of found will al- 


ways 
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ways be diſcovered. This meaſure therefore al- 
lowed great variety of pauſes, and great liberties of 


connecting one verſe with another, becauſe where. 


ever the line was interrupted, either part ſingly 
was muſical. But the ancients ſeem to have con- 
fined this privilege to hexameters; for in their other 
meaſures, though longer than the Englith heroic, 
thoſe who wrote after the refinements of verſifica- 
tion, venture fo ſeldom to change their pauſcs, that 
every variation may be ſuppoſed rather a compli- 
ance with neceſſity than the choice ot judgment. 


MiLToN was conſtrained within the narrow li- 
mits of a meaſure not very harmonious in the ut- 
moſt perfection; the ſingle parts theretore, into 
which it was to be ſometimes broken by paules, 
were in danger of lofing the very form of verſe. 
This has, perhaps, notwithſtanding all his care, 
ſometimes happened. | 


As harmony is the end of poetical meafores, no 
part of a verſe ought to be to feparated from the 
reſt as not to remain ftill more harmonions than 
proſe, ar to ſhew, by the diſpoſition of the tones, 
that it is part of a verie. This rule in the old hexa- 


neter might be eaſily obſerved, but in Engliſh will 


very frequently be in danger of violation; for the 
order and regularity of accents cannot well be per- 
ceived in a ſucceſſion of fewer than three ſyllables, 


which will confine the Englith poet to only five 


pauſes z it being ſuppoſed, that, when he connects 
one line with another, he ſhould never make a full 


pauſe at leſs diſtance than that of three ſyllables 
trom the beginning or end of a verſe. | 


Thar this rule ſhould be univerſally and indiſ- 
penſibly eſtabliſhed, perhaps cannot be granted; 
lomething may be allowed to variety, and ſomething 
© the adaption of the numbers to the ſubject; but 
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it will de found generally neceſſary, and the ear 
will ſeldom fail to ſuffer by its neglect. | 


Tavs when a ſingle ſyllable is cut off from 1 
reſt, it muſt either be united to the line with which 
the ſenſe connects it, or be ſounded alone. If it be 
united to the other line, it corrupts its harmony; 
if disjoined, it muſt ſtand alone, and with regard to 
muſic be ſuperfluous; for there is no harmony in a 


| ſingle ſound, becauſe it has no n to ano- 


other. 
Hypocrites auſterely talk, 
Defamin g as impure what God declares 
Pure ; and commands to ſome, leaves free to all, 


WHEN two ſyllables likewiſe are abſcinded fr om 


the reſt, they evidently want ſome affociate ſounds 


to make them harmonious. 


— — 
more wakeful than to drouze, 


cCharm'd with Arcadian pipe, the paſt'ral reed 


Of Hermes, or his opiate rod. Mean hile 
To re-i{alute the world with ſacred light. 
Leucothea wak'd. | 


He. ended, and the ſun gave ſignal hi gh 
To the brio oh t miniſter that watch'd : he blew 
His trumpet. 


Firſt in his eaſt the glorious lamp was ſeen, 
Regent of day; aud all th' horizon round 
In veſted with bright rays, Jocund to "_ 


His longitude thiough heav'n's high road ; the gr 


Dawn, and the pleiades, before him danc d, 


Sheddin g {weet influence. 


Tux ſame defect is perceived in the following 
line, where the pauſe is at the ſecond ſyllable from 


The 
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The race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 
ln Rhodope, where woods and rocks had ears 
he W To rapture, 'till the ſavage elamour drown'd 
ch Þth harp and voice; nor could the muſe defend 
be Her ſon. So fail not thou, who thee implores. 


to WHEN the pauſe falls upon the third ſyllable, or 
aß the ſeventh, the harmony is better preſerved; but 
-s the third and ſeventh are weak ſyllables, the pe- 
nod leaves the ear unſatisfied, and in expectation 
of the remaining part of the verſe. 


He with his horrid crew, 
Lay vanquiſh'd, rolling in the fiery gulph, 
(on founded though immortal. But his doom 
mY kleſerv'd him to more wrath ; for now the thought 
ds Boch of loſt happineſs aud laſting pain 
Torments him. 


God, with frequent intercourſe, 
Thither will ſend his winged meſſengers 
On errands of ſupernal grace. So ſung 
The glorious train aſcendizg. 


IT may be, I think, eſtabliſhed as a rule, that a 
muſe which concludes a period ſhould be made for 
the moſt part upon a ftrong ſyllable, as the tourth 
and ſixth; but thoſe pauſes which only futpend the 
ſenſe may be placed upon the weaker. Thus the 
reſt in the third line of the firſt paſſige ſatisfies the 
ar better than in the fourth, and the cloſe of the 
kcond quotation better than of the third. 


The evil ſoon 
Drawn back, redonnded (as a flood) on thoſe 
from whom it ſprung; impoſlible to mix 
With bleſſedneſs. | 5 


What we by day 

Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 
One night or two wich wanton growth derides, 
Tending to wild. 
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Her fartheſt verge, and chaos to retire. 


155 Bur far above all others, if I can give any cre- 
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The paths and bow'rs doubt not but our joint In pi 


. wit! 

Will keep from wilderneſs with eaſe as wide 
As we need walk, till younger hands ere long Or o 
Aftilt us. Like 
15 5 F ort: 
Tux reſt in the fifth place has the ſame incon- Thri 
venience as in the ſeventh and third, that the ſyl- * U 
lable is weak. Ss 

18 


Beaſt now with beaſt gan war, and fowl with fowl, E Whe 
And fiſh with fiſh, to graze the herb all leaving, 3 To ( 


and regular verſe, and at either of which the line 
is ſo divided, that both members participate of har- ; 
mony. | | | 


Devour'd each other 1 nor ſtood much in awe ; 12 
Of man, but fled m, or with count'nance grim, — 
Glar'd on him palſs:ng. | z | 
1 It wil 

Taz nobleſt and moſt majeſtic pauſes which our "ng! 
verſification admits, are upon the fourth and fixth FT 2 
ſyllables, which are both ſtrongly ſounded in a pure — 


But now at laſt the ſacred influence 
Ot light appears, and from the walls of heav'n 
Shoots far into the boſom of dim night 
A plimm'ring dawn ; here nature firtt begins 


dit to my own ear, is the reſt upon the fixth ſyl- 
lable, which taking in a complete compaſs of tound, 
ſuch as is ſufficient to conſtitute one of cur lyric 
meaſures, makes a full and folemn clote. dome paſ- 


ſages which conclude at this ſtop, I could never Fg cvar 


read withuut ſome ſtrong emotions ot delight or N equite 
admiration. 4 per 
3 With t 

B-fore the hills appear'd, or fountain flow'd, N diene 
Ihou dithth' eternal Wiſdom didit converie, : ach [ 
Wiſdom thy lifter ; and with her didit play ; 7 K. 1 
419 0 
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In preſence of th' almighty Father, plea d 
With thy celeſtial /ozg. ; 


Or other worlds they ſeem'd, or happy iſles, 
Like thoſe Heſperian gardens fam'd of old, 
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow'ry vales, 


Thrice happy ifles! But who dwelt happy GPs , 
He ſtaid not to inguire. 


He ble w | 
His trampet, heard in Oreb ſince, perhaps | 
When Gop deſcended; and, perhaps, once more 
To (ound at e doom. 


Ir the poetry of Milton be examined, with regard 
to the pauſes and flow of his verſcs into each other, 
t will appear, that he has performed all that our 
lnguage would admit; and the compariſon of his 
nunbers with thoſe who have cultivated the ſame 
manner of writing, will how that he excelled as 
much in the lower as the higher parts of his art, 
and that his {kill in harmony was not leis than his 
invention or his learning. 
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Dulcis inexpertis cultura potentis amici, 
N Expertus metuit. Hor. 


To court the great ones, and to ſooth their pride, 
Seems a ſweet taſk to thoſe that never try'd ; 
But thoſe that have, know well that danger's near. 
CREECHs 
PHE Sciences having long ſeen their votaries 
labouring for the benefit of mankind without 
reward, put up their petition to Jupiter for a more 
equitable diſtribution of riches and honours. Ju- 
pier was moved at their complaints, and touched 
vith the approaching miſeries of men, whom the 
Siences, wearied with perpetual ingratitude, were 
ww threatening to forſake, and who would have 


been reduced by their departure to feed in dens up- 
. . 8 . on 


r 
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on the maſt of trees, to hunt their prey in deſarts, 


and to periſh under the paws of animals ſtronger 
and fiercer than themſelves. 5 | 


A SYNOD of the celeſtials was therefore con- 
vened, in which it was reſolved, that Patronage 
ſhould deſcend to the aſſiſtance of the Sciences. Pa- 
tronage was the daughter of Area, by a mortal 
father, and had been educated in the ſchool of 
Truth, by the goddeſſes, whom ſhe was now ap- | 
pointed to protect. She had from her mother that 
dignity of aſpect, which ſtruck terror into falle me- 
rit, and from her miſtreſs that reſerve which made 
her only acceſſible to thoſe whom the Sciences 
brought into her preſence. 


A % 1 


Yr 
” 


Sn came down, with the general acclamation of 
all the powers that favour learning. Hope danced © 
before her, and Liberality ſtood at her fide, ready © 
to ſcatter, by her direction, the gifts which Fortune, 
who followed her, was commanded to ſupply. As 
ſhe advanced towards Parnaſſus, the cloud which 
bad long hung over it, was immediately diſpelled. 
The ſhades, before withered with drought, ſpread ©? 
their original verdure, and the flowers that had 
languiſhed with chilneſs brightened their colours, 
and invigorated their ſcents; the muſcs tuned their 
harps, and exerted their voices; and all the con- 
cert of nature welcomed her arrival. 3 


Ox Parnaſſus ſhe fixed her reſidence, in a palace 3 
raiſed by the Sciences, and adornedwith whatever could prev 
delight the eye, elevate the imagination or enlarge BY | 
the underſtanding. Here ſhe diſperſed the gitts of _ a 0 


Fortune, with the impartiality of Juſtice, and the 
diſcernment of Truth. Her gate ſtood always . » 
pen, and Hope fat at the portal, inviting to entrance 
all whom the Sciences numbered in their train. The 
court was therefore thronged with innumerable © 

multitudes, 


——. * - WT 2 
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multitudes, of whom, though many returned diſap- 
pointed, ſeldom any had confidence to complain; 
for Patronage was known to neglect few, but for 
want of the due claims to her regard. "Thoſe, 


YA therefore, who had ſolicited her favour without 


ſucceſs, generally withdrew from public notice, 
and either diverted their attention to meaner em- 
ployments, or endeavoured to ſupply their deficien- 
cies by cloſer application. | 


Id time, however, the number of thoſe who had 
miſcarried in their pretenſions grew ſo great, that 
they became leſs aſhamed of their repulſes; and in- 
ſtead of hiding their ditgrace in retirement, began 
to beſiege the gates of the palace, and obſtruct the 
entrance of fuch as they thought likely to be more 
careſſed. The deciſions of Patronage, who was but 
half a goddeſs, had been ſometimes erroneous z | 
and though the always made haſte to rectify her mi- 
ſtakes, a few inſtances of her fallibility encouraged 
every one to appeal from her judgment to his own 
and that of his companions, who were always ready 
to clamour in the common cauſe, and elate each 
other with reciprocal applauſe. 


HOPE was a ſteady friend to the diſappointed, 
and Impudence incited them to accept a ſecond in- 
vitation, and lay their claim again before Patron- 
age. They were again, for the moſt part, ſent back 
with ignominy, but found Hope not alienated, and 
e more reſolutely zealous; they therefore 
contrived new expedients, and hoped at laſt to 
prevail by their multitudes, which were always in- 
crealing, and their perſeverance, which Hope and 
Impudence forbade them to relax. | 


PATRONAGE having been long a ſtranger 
to the heavenly afle nblies, began to degenerate to- 
wards terreſtrial nature, and forget the precepts of - 

| < 


Fuſtice 
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Juſtice and Truth. Inſtead of confining her friendſhip 


to the Sciences, ſhe ſuffered her ſelt, by little and 
little, to eontract an acquaintance with Pride, the 
fon of Faſſe hood, by whoſe embraces the had two 
daughters, Flattery and Caprice Fattery was 
nurſed by Liberality, and Caprice by Fortune, 
without any afliitance from the leflons ot the Scien- 
Ces, 


PATRONAGE began openly to adopt the 


ſentiments and imitate the manners of her huſband, 


by whoſe opinion ſhe now directed her decitions 
with very little heed to the precepts of Truth; and, 
as her daughters continually gained upon her af- 
fections, the Sciences loſt their influence, till none 
found much reaſon to boaſt of their reception, but 
thoſe whom Caprice or Flattery conducted to her 
throne. 


| Tas throngs who had ſo long waited, and ſo of- 
ten been diſmiſſed for want of recommendation from 


the Sciences, were delighted to fee the power of 


thoſe rigorous goddefles tending to its extinction. 
Their patroneſſes now renewed their encourage: 
ments. Hope ſmiled at the approach of Caprice, 
and Impudence was always at hand to introduce her 
clients to Flattery. | 


PATRONAGE had now learned to procure 
berſelf reverence by ceremonies and formalities; Þ 
and inſtead of admitting her petitioners to an im- 


mediate audience, ordered the antechamber to be 
erected, called among mortals the Hall of Expecta- 
tion. Into this hall the entrance was eaſy to thoſe 
whom Impudence had conſigned to Flattery, and it 
was therefore crowded with a promiſcuous throng, 
aſſembled from every corner of the earth, preſſing 
forward with the utmoſt eagerneſs of defire, and 
agitated with all the apkictics of competition. 


THEY 
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Tat y entered this general receptacle with ardour 
and alacrity, and made no doubt of ſpeedy acceſs, 
under the conduct of Flattery, to the preſence of 
Patronage. But it generally happened that they were 
here left to their deſtiny; for the inner doors were 
committed to Caprice, who opened and ſhut them, 
2s it ſeemed, by chance, and rejected or admitted 
without any ſettled rule of diſtinction. In the mean 
time, the miſerable attendants were left to wear out 
their lives in alternate exultation and dejection, de- 
livered up to the ſport of Suſpicion, who was always 
whiſpering into their ear deſigns againſt them which 
were never formed, and of Envy, who diligently 
pointed out the good fortune of one or other of 
their competitors. [nfamy flew round the hall, and 
ſcattered mildews from her wings, with which every 
one was ſtained; Refutation tollowed her with 
flower flight, and endeavoured to hide the blemiſhes 
with paint, which was immediately bruſhed away, or 
ſeparated of itſelf, and left the ſtains more vilible z 
nor were the ſpots of /nfamy ever effaced, but with 
limpid water effuſed by the hand of Time from a 
well which ſprung up beneath the throne of Truth. 


IT frequently happened that Science, unwilling 
to loſe the ancient prerogative of recommending to 
Patronage, would lead her followers into the Hall 
of Expectation ; but they were ſoon diſcouraged from 


attending, for not only Envy and Suſpicion inceſ- 


ſantly tormented them, but Impudence conſidered 
them as intruders, and incited Infamy to blacken 
them. They therefore quickly retired, but ſeldom 
without ſome ſpots which they could ſcarcely waſh 
away, and which ſhewed that they had once waited 
in the Hall Expectation. ; 


Tas reſt continued to expect the happy moment, 
at which Caprice ſhould beckon them to approach 
and endeavoured to propitiate her not with Ho- 
merical harmony, the repreſentation of great ac- 
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ſeemed proud of their minacles, and ſeldom com- 
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tions, or the recital of noble ſentiments, but with 
ſoft and voluptuous melody, intermingled with the 
praiſes of Patronage and Pride, by whom they were 
heard at once with pleaſure and contempt. 


SOME were indeed admitted by Caprice, when 
they leaſt expected it, and heaped by Patrauage | 
with the gifts of Fortune, but they were from that 
time chained to her tootitool; and condemned to 
regulate their lives by her glances and her nods; they 


plained of any drudgery, however ſervile, or any 
affront, however contemptuous; yet they were of. 


ten, notwithſtanding their obedience, ſeized on a 
ſudden by Caprice, diveſted of their ornaments, and 


thruſt back into the Hall of Expefation. 


HERR they mingled again with the tumult, and 
all, except a few whom experience had taught to 
feck happineſs in the regions of liberty, continued, 
to ſpend hours, and days, and years, courting the 
{mile of Caprice by the arts of Flattery; till at“ 
length new crowds preflcd in upon them, and drove? 
them forth at different outlets into the habitations 7 
of Diſeaſe, and Shame, and Poverty, and Deſyar, ® 
where they paſſed the reſt of their lives in narratives 
of promiſcs and breaches of faith, of joys and ſor- 


rows, of hopes and difappointments. 


THE Sciences, after a thouſand indignities, re.“ 
tired from the palace of Parranage ; and having long 
wandered over the world in grief and diſtreis, were 
led at laſt to the cottage of Independence, the daugh-#J 
ter of Fortitude, where they were taught by Pru- 
dence and Par ſimony to ſupport themſclves in dignity? 


and quiet. 
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NuMB. 92. SATURDAY, February 2. 1751. 


Jam nunc minaci murmure cor nuum | 
Perſtrin is ures, jam litui fir epunt. Ho RAcR. 


Lo! now the clarion's voice I hear 

Its threat'ning murmurs pierce mine ear; 

And in thy lines with brazen breath 

The trumpet ſounds the charge of death, Fran. 


T has been long obſerved, that the idea of beauty 

is vague and undefined, different in different 
minds, and diverſi fie d by me or place. It has been 
a term hitherto uſed to ſignify that which pleaſes us 
we know not why, and in our approbation of which 
we can juſtify ourſelves only by the concurrence of 
numbers, without much power of enforcing our 
opinion upon others by any argument, but example 
and authority. It is, indeed, ſo little ſubjcct to the 
examinations of reaſon, that Paſchal ſuppoſes it to 
end where demonſtration begins, and maintains, 
that without incongruity and abſurdity we cannot 
ſpeak of ge:metrical beauty. | 


To trace all the fources of that various pleaſure: 
which we aſcribe to the agency of beauty, or to diſ- 
entangle all the perceptions involved in its idea, 
would, perhaps, require a very great part of the life of 
Ariſtotle or Plato. It is, however, in many caſes, ap- 
parent, that this quality is merely relative and com- 
parativc z that we pronounce things beautiful, becauſe 
they have ſomething which we agree, for whatever 


IJ reafon, to call beauty, in a greater degree than we 


have been accuſtomed to find it in other things of the 
ſame kind; and that we transfer the epithet as our 
knowledge increaſes, and appropriate it to higher ex- 


cellence, when higher excellence comes within our 
View. ; 


Moch of the beauty of writing is of this kind; 
and therc fore Boileau juſtly remarks, that the books 
55 wWhick 
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which have ſtood the teſt of time, and been admired 


through all the changes which the mind of man has 
ſuffered from the various revolutions of knowledge, 
and the prevalence of contrary cuſtoms, have a 
better claim to our regard than any. modern can 
boaſt, becauſe the long continuance of their repu- 
tation proves that they are adequate. to, our facul- 
ties, and agreeable to nature. 


IT is, however, the taik of criticiſm to eſtabliſh 
principles; to improve opinion into knowledge; 
and to diſtinguiſh thoſe means of pleaſing which 
depend upon known cauſes and rational deduction, 
from the nameleſs and inexplicable elegancies which 
appeal wholly to the fancy, from which we feel 
delight, but know not how they produce it, and 
which may well be termed the enchantreſſes of the 
ſoul. Criticiſm reduces thoſe regions of literature 
under the dominion of ſcience, which have hitherto 
known only the anarchy of ignorance, the caprices 
of fancy, and the tyranny of preſcription, 

0 

THERE is nothing in the art of verfifying fo 
much expoſed to the power of imagination as the 
accommodation of the ſound to the ſenſe, or the re- 
preſentation of particular images, by the flow of the 
verſe in which they are expreſſed. Every ſtudent 
has innumerable paſſages, in which he, and per- 
haps he alone, ditcovers ſuch reſcmblances; and 

fince the attention of the preſent race of poetical 
readers ſeems particularly turned upon this ſpecies 
of elegance, I ſhall endeavour to examine how 
much theſe conformities have been obſerved by the 
poets, or directed by the critics, how far they can 
be eſtabliſhed upon nature and reaſon, and on what 
occaſions they have been practiſed by Milton. 


| Hows, the father of all poetical beauty, has 
been particularly celebrated by Dionyſius of Ha- 
licarnaſſus, as he that, of all the poets, mag”: 
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the greateſt variety of ſound; for there are, ſays he, 
innumerable paſſages, in which length of time, bulk of 
bo ly, extremity of paſſion, and jtillneſs of repoſe ; or, 
in which, on th: contrary, brevity. ſpeed, and eager- 
neſs, are evidently marked out by the ſound of the ſyl. 
Libles. Thus the anguiſh and flow pace with which the 
blind Poly heme groped out with his hands the en- 
trance of his cave, are perceived in the cadence of the 
verſes which deſcribe it. 


KAN dé gerd xo Tt % wdivay oduvnery 
Keops nnopoay 
Mean time the cyclop, raging with his wound, 


Spreads his wide arms, and fearches round and 
round. PopEs 


« — — — » 
— — 2 — — — 


Tus critic then proceeds to ſhew, that the efforts 
of Achilles, ſtruggling in his armour againſt the 
current of a river, ſometimes reliſting, and ſome- 
times yielding, may be perceived in the elifions of 
the ſyllables, the low ſucceſſion of the fcet, and the 
ſtrength of the conſonants. 


Ma. 2 
— —— 


— to — 


. 
- q n * - n > * 
* 22 2 K — 3 3 
. - . . 
6 . - V2 - 
— | — a — N 4 4 5 2 3 . CANE \ 
— —— ©, — — — 72 - — 8 + = © MM i 3 : 4 27 * 2 * , A 3 4 — 

EEE abt ne "IIS 7 <= I J ICE EIS III es on, 

8 : N * , 4 * F . yi Y _ f i 2 pr 4 — ©, + Ab © 8 * 

mar] "INLIE? 8 * Z 4 — 1 LS LOT. = # . — es 2 N us 24 3 er * 

? IS. „ a nid r wigs > _— N 8 "TI 2 > _ a” 2 — 5 == 

2 0 a - > I * 11 . - " - = = * 1 . - 

n Ton -_ - = 4 N .. A 1 8 P q 0 " AAS OE * n * 

7 l 7 ** . 5 _— 22 - l TY 
t * >. = N 
* aw 1 4 „„ „ wh 1 = ? , 0 p — & = oy 
rf N 1 ” — * D _ * cd" hag 
2 = f Ln * - 192 1: +18 YN — — 1 : EDS 
ag Nw SS 2X4 : . „ l 5 ] 
— : a=" _ 


Af ivov π Axinia xuxowevor ISaTO . 

"N.It 6" tv oaxu mirlov poog” d wodeoaiy 

Ext rnpitarfar.— 
So oft the ſurge, in watry mountains ſpread, 
Beats on his back, or burſts upon his head ; 
Yet dauntleſs ſtill the adverſe flood he braves, 
and till indignant bounds above the waves. 
Tir'd by the tides, his knees relax with toil ; 
Wath'd from beneath him, flides the ſlimy foil. 


Pork. 


Wren Homer deſcribes the cruſh of men daſhed 
againſt a rock, he collects the moſt unpleaſing and 
harſh ſounds. 2D 

Luv Je Ju vaplas, wr TXUAG YE cori yon 
Kor?” tx d*tyxipancs xapwadig fit, drve Je yatave 

—— His bloody hand 

Snatch'd two, unhappy ! of my martial band, 
Aud 
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And daſh'd like dogs agaiuſt the flony floor: 


The pavement ſwims with brains and mingled gore. 
; Por is » 


- And when he would place before the eyes ſomething 
dreadful and aſtoniſhing, he makes choice ot the 
ſtrongeſt vowels, and the letters of moſt difficult 


ULLETAnce. 


TI 4“ ext u Topyw Broouparis irepavuls 
© Beuvoy Sepxoprnvn cep! Je AtlAog Te poCog 76. 


Tremendous Gor gon frown'd upon its field, 


And circling terrors fill'd th'expreſſi e ſhield. Pops, 


Maxy other examples Dionyſius produces; but 
theſe will ſufficiently ſhew, that either he was fanci- 
ful, or we have loſt the genuine pronunciation 
for I know not whether in any one of theſe inſtan- 
ces ſuch ſimilitude can be diſcovered. It ſeems in- 
deed probable, that the veneration with which Ho- 
mer was read, produced many ſuppoſitious beauties; 
for though it is certain, that the ſound of many of 
his verſes very juſtly correſponds with the things 
expreſſed; yet when the force of his imagination, 
which gave him full poſſeſſion of every object, is 


conſidered, together with the flexibility of his lan- 
guage, of which the ſyllables might be often con- 
tracted or dilated at pleaſure, it will ſeem unlikely 
that ſuch conformity ſhould happen leis frequently, 


even without deſign. 


IT is not however to be doubted, that Virgil, who 


wrote amidit the light of criticiſm, and who 


owed 


ſo much of his ſucceſs to art and labour, endeavour- 
ed, among other excellencies, to exhibit this ſimili- 


_ tude ; nor has he becn leſs happy in this than 


in the 


other graces of verſification. This felicity of his 
numbers was, at the revival of learning, diſplayed 
with great elegance by Vida, in his Art of poetry. 


Haud ſatis eff illis utcunque elaudere verſum. 


Q mnia ſed numeris vocuin concordibus aptant, 


Ai gut 


in. 
Aut 
Cumy 
Curmn 
In 7. 
Fojis 
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Atque ſono quecunque canunt imitantur, et apta 

Verborum facie, et guæſits carminis ore. 

Nam diverſa opus eſt veluti dare verſibus ora. — 

Hic melior motuque pedum, et pernicibus alis, 

Molle viam tacite lapſu per levia radit : 

Ille autem membris, ac mole ignavius ingens 

Incedit tardo molimine ſubſidendo. 

Ecce aliquis ſubit egregio pulcherrimus ore, 

Cui latum membris Venus omnibus afflat honorem. 

Contra alius rudis, informes oftendit et artus, 

Hirſutunique ſupercilium, ac caudam finuoſamy 

Ingratus viſu, ſonitu illætabilis ipſo | 

Ergo ubi jam naut'e ſpumas ſalis ere ruentes 

Incubuere mari, videas ſpumare reducli, 

Convulſum remis, reſtriſgue ſtridentibus æquor. 

Tunc longe ſale ſaxa ſonant, tunc et freta ventis 

Incipiunt agitata tumeſcere : littore fluctus 

Iilidunt rauco, atque refratta remur murat unda | 

4d ſcopulos, cumulo inſequitur pr aruptus aqua Mons 

Cum vero ex alto ſpeculatus carula Nereus 

Lentit in morem ſtagni, placideque paludis, 

Labitur undta vadis abies, natat uncta carina. 

Verba etiam res exiguas anguſia ſequuniur, 

Ingenteſgue juvant ingentia cuncta gigantem 

Vaſta decent, vultus immanes, pectora lata, 

Et magni membrorum artus, magna ofa lacertique. 

Aique aceo, /iquid geritur molimine Magna, 

Aude moram, ct pariter tecum qusgue verba laborent 

Sepnia : ſeu quando vi muita gleba coattis 

ft ternum frangenda bidentihus, @quore jeu cum. 

Cornua velatarum obvertimus aniennarum 

At mora fi fuerit damno, properare jubebo. 

Si ſe forte cava extulerit mala vipera terra, 

Tolle meras, cape ſaxa manu, cape robora, paſter ; 

Ferte citt fammas, date tela, repeilite pellem 

Ipſe etiam verſus ruat, in fracepſque feratur, 

Immenjo cum pracipitans ruit Oceans nox, 

Hut cum perculſus graviter procumbit humi bos, 

Cunmgue eliam requies ro bus datur, ipſa quoque ultre 

Carmina puuliſper cur/u ceſſare vide is 

In , edio interrupta : quierunt cum freta prnti, 

Fijiguam aure pojucre, quieſcere protinus ipjum 
Cernere 


o 
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Cernere erit, medii que inceptis ſiſtere verſum. 

Quid dic am, ſenior cum telum imbelle fine ictu 
Invalidus jacit, et defectis viribus eager ? 

Nam guoque tum ver, u, ſeg ni pariter pede languet + 
Sanguis he bet, frigent effete in corpore vires. 

Fortem autem juvenem cteceat prorumpere in arces, 
Evertiſſe domos, preſrattaque quadi upedantum 

Pectera pectoribus perrumpere, flernere turres 
Ingentes, totogue, ferum dare ſunera camps. 


'Tis not enough his verſes to complete, 
In meaſure, number, or determin'd feet. 
To all, proportion'd terms he muſt diſpenſe, 
And make the ſouud a picture of the ſenſe; 
The correſpondent words exactly frame, 
The look, the features, and the mien the ſame. 
With rapid feet and wings, without delay, 
This ſwiftly flies, and ſmoothly ſkims away: 
This blooms with youth :nd beauty in his face, 
And Venus breathes on eu, y limb a grace; 
That, of rude form, his uncouth members ſhows, 
Looks horrible, and trowns with his rough brows; 
His mon(trous tail in many a'fold and wind, ; 
Voluminous and vaſt, curls up behind ; 
Ar once the image and rhe lines appear, 
Rude tothe eye, and fightful to the ear. 
Lo! when the ſailors ſteer the pond'rous ſhips, 
And plough, with brazen beaks, the foamy deeps, 
I:rcumbent on the main that roars around, ; 
Beneath the lab'ring oars the waves reſound ; 
The prows wide echoing through the dark pro- 

found. 

To the loud call each diſtant rock replies ; 
Toſt by the ſtorm the tow 'ring ſurges riſe ; 
While the hoarſe occan beats the ſounding ſhore, 
Dath'd from the ſtrand, the flying waters roar, 
Flaſh at the ſhock, and gath'ring in a heap, 
The liquid mountains riſe, and over-hang the deep. 
But when blue Neptune from his car ſurveys, 
And calms at one regard the raging ſeas, 
Stretch'd like a peaceful lake the deep ſubſides, 
And the pitch'd veſſel o'er the ſur face glides. 

| When 
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When things are ſmall, the terms ſhould ſtill be ſo; 
For low words pleaſe us when the theme is low. 
But when ſome giant, horrible and grim, 
Enormous iu his gait, and vaſt in ev'ry limb, 
Stalks tow'ring on; the ſwelling words mult riſe 
In juſt proportion to the monſter's ſize. 
If tome large weight his huge arms ſtrive to ſhove, 
The verſe too labours ; the throng*d words ſcarce 
move. | | 
When each ſtiff clod beneath the pond'rous plough 
Crumbles aud breaks, th'incumber'd lines mult flow. 
Nor leſs, when pilots catch the friendly gales, 
Unfurl their ſhrouds, and hoiſt the wide - ſtretch'd 
fails, 
But if the poem ſuffers from delay, 
Let the lines fly precipitate away, 
And when the viper iſſues from the brake, ? 


* 


B quick; with ſtones, and vrands, and fire attack 

His riſing creſt, aud drive the ſerpent back. 

When night deſcends, or ſtunn'd by num'rous 
{trokes, 

And groaning, to the earth drops the vaſt ox; 

The line too ſinks with correſpondent found, 

Flat with the ſteer, and headlong to the ground. 

When the wild waves ſubſide, and tempeſts ceaſe, 

And huſh the roariugs of the ſea to peace; 

So oft we fee the interrupted ſtrain 

Styp'd in the midit—and with the ſilent main 5 

Parſe for a ſpace— at laſt it glides ag in. 

When Priam {trains his aged arms, to throw 

His unavailing jav'liu at the toe; 

(His blood congeal'd, and ev'ry nerve unſtrun 

Then with the theme complies the artful ſong ; 

Like him the {ſolitary numbers flow, | 

Weak, trembling, melancholy, (tiff, and flow. 

Not fo young Pyrrhus, who with rapid force, 

Beats down embattled armies in his courſe. 

The raging youth on trembling Nion falls, 

Burſts her ſtrong gates, and ſhakes her lofty walls; 

Provokes his flying courſer to the ſpeed, 

In full career to charge the warlike ſteed: 

He piles the field with mountains of the lain ; 

He pours, he ſtorms, he thunders tlirou gh the plain. 


PITT. 
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Fou the Italian gardens Pope ſeems to have 
tranſplanted this flower, the growth of happier cli- 
mates, into a ſoil leſs adapted to its nature, and leſs 
. favourable to its increaſe. n 


Soft is the ſtrain, when Zephyr gently blows, 
And the ſmooth ſtream in ſmoother numbers flows; 
But when loud billows laſh the ſounding ſhore, 
The hoarſe rough verſe ſhould like the torrent roar, 
When Ajax (ſtrives ſome rock's vaſt weight to throw, 
The line too labours, and the words move flow ; 
Not ſo when ſwift Camilla ſcours the plain, 
Flies o'er th' unbending corn, and ſkims along the 
main. | 


TRoM theſe lines, laboured with great attention, 


and celebrated by a rival wit, may be judged, what 
can be expected from the moſt diligent endeavours 
after this imagery of found. The verſe intended to 
repreſent the whiſper of the vernal breeze, muſt be 
confeſſed not much to excel in ſoftneſs or volubility ; 
and the ſmooth ſtream, runs with a perpetual claſh 
of jarring conſonants. The noiſe and turbulence 
of the torrent, is indeed diſtinctly imaged, for it re- 
quires very little {kill to make our language rough; 
but in theſe lines which mention the effort of Ajax, 
there is no particular heavineſs, obſtruction, or de- 
lay. The ſwiftneſs of Camilla is rather contraſted 
than exemplified : why the verſe ſhould be lengthen- 
ed to expreſs ſpeed, will not eafily be diſcovered, 


In the dactyls uſed for that purpole by the ancients, 


two ſhort {ſyllables were pronounced with ſuch rapi- 
dity, as to be equal only to one long; they there- 
fore naturally exhibit the act of paſſing through a 
long ſpace in a ſhort time. But the alexandrine, by 
its paule in the midſt, is a tardy and ſtately meaſure; 
and the word unbending, one of the moſt f{luggith 
and ſlow which our language affords, cannot much 
accelerate its motion. | 


THESE 


7 
4 
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THESE rules, and theſe examples, have taught our 
preſent critics to enquire very ſtudiouſly and mi- 
nutely into ſounds and cadences. It is therefore 
uſeful to examine with what ſkill they have proceed- 
ed; what diſcoveries they have made; and whether 
any rules can be eſtabliſhed, which may guide us 
hereafter in . rr 


— 


— 
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Experiar quid concedatur in illos 
Quorum Flaminia tegitur cinis atque Latina. JUVs 


More ſafely truth to urge her claim preſumes, 
On names now tound alone in books and tombs. 


HERE are few books on which more time is 
ſpent by young ſtudents, than on treatiſ-s 

which deliver the characters of authors; nor any 
which oftener deccive the expectation of the reader, 
or fill his mind with more opinions, which the pro- 
grets of his ſtudies, and the increaſe of his know- 
ledge, oblige him to reſign. | 


BAIiLLET has introduced his collection of the 
deciſions of the learned, by an enumeration of the 
prejudices which miſlead the critic, and raiſe the 
paſſions in rebellion againſt the judgment. His ca- 
talogue, though large, is imperfect; and who. can 
hope to complete it? The beauties of. writing have 
been obſerved to be often ſuch as cannot, in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of human knowledge, be evinced by evi- 
dence, or drawn out-into demonſtrations: they are 
therefore wholly ſubject to the imagination, and do 
not force their effects upon a mind preoccupied by 
unfavourable ſentiments, nor overcome the counter» 
action of a falle principle, or of ſtubborn partias 
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Io convince any man againſt his will is hard, but 
to pleaſe him againſt his will is juſtly pronounced by 
Dryden to be above the reach of human abilities. 
Intereſt and paſſion will hold out long againſt the 

cloſeſt ſiege of diagrams and ſyllogiſms; but they 
are abſolutely impregnable to imagery and ſentiment; 
and will tor ever bid defiance to the moſt powerful 
ſtrains of Virgil or Homer, though they may give 
way in time to the batteries of Euclid or Archime- 
des. 5 


IN truſting therefore to the ſentence of a critic, 
we are in danger not only from that vanity which 
exalts writers too often to the dignity of teaching 
what they are yet to learn, from that negligence 
which ſometimes ſteals upon the moſt vigilant cau- 
tion, and that fallibility to which the condition of 
nature has ſubjected cvery human underſtanding z 
but from a thouſand extrinſic and accidental cauſcs, 
from every thing which can excite kindneſs or ma- 
levolence, veneration or contempt. 


Many of thoſe who have determined with great 
boldneſs, upon the various degrees of literary me- 
Tit, may be juſtly ſuſpected of having paſſed ſen- 
tence, as Seneca remarks of Claudius, 


Una tantum Parte audita, 
Sepe et nulla, 


without much knowledge of the cauſe before them: 
for it will not eafily be imagined of Langbane, Bor- | 


richitus, or Rapin, that they had very accurately 
peruſed all the buoks which they praiſe or cenſure; 
or that, even if nature and learning had qualified 
them for judges, they could read for ever with the 
attention neceflary to juſt criticiſm. Such perform- 
ances, however, are not wholly without their uſe ; 


for they are commonly juſt echoes to the voice of 


fame, and tranſmit the general ſuffrage of mankind, 


when they have no particular motives to ſuppreſs it. 


CRITICS, 


3 © ite. 
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CRITICS, like all the reſt of mankind, are very 
frequently miſled by intereſt. 'The bigotry with 
which editors regard the authors whom they illu- 
ſtrate or correct, has been generally remarked. 
Dryden was known to have written moſt of his cri- 
tical diſſortations only to recommend the work up- 
on which he then happened to be employed ; and 
Addiſon is ſuſpected to have denied the expediency 
of poetical juſtice, becauſe his own Cato was con- 
demned to periſh in a good caule. 


THERE are prejudices which authors, not other- 
wiſe weak or corrupt, have indulged without ſcruple; 
and perhaps ſome of them are ſo complicated with 
our natural affections, that they cannot eaſily be 
diſentangled from the heart. Scarce any can hear 
with impartiality a compariſon between the writers 
of his own and another country; and though it can- 
not, I think, be charged equally on all nations, that 
they are blinded with this literary patriotiſm, yet 
there are none that do not look upon their authors 
with the fondneſs of affinity, and eſtcem them as 
well for the place of their birth, as for their know- 
ledge or their wit. There is, therefore, ſeldom much 
reſpect due to comparative criticiſm, when the com- 
petitors are of different countries, unleſs the judge 
is of a nation equally indifferent to both. The Ita- 
lians could not for a long time believe, that there 
was any learning beyond the mountains; and the 
French feem generally perſuaded, that there are no 
wits or reaſoners equal to their own. I can ſcarce- 
ly conceive, that if Scaliger had not conſidered him- 
elf as allied to Virgil, by being born in the ſame 
country, he would have tound his works ſo much 
ſupcrior to thole oft Homer, or have thought the 
coatroverly worthy of ſo much zeal, vehemence, 
and acrimony. | 


Tautrs is indeed one prejudice, and only one, 
by which it may be doubted whether it is any diſho- 
"4 nour 
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nour to be ſometimes miſguided. Criticiſm has ſo 
often given occaſion to the envious and ill: natured 
of gratifying their malignity, that ſome have thought 
it neceſſary to recommend the virtue of candour 
without reſtriction, and to preclude all future liber- 
ty of cenſure. Writers poſſeſſed with this opinion 
are continually enforcing civility and decency, re- 
commending to critics the, proper diffidence of 
themſelves, and inculcating the veneration due to 
celebrated names. „ 


I am not of opinion, that thefe profeſſed enemies 
of arrogance and ſeverity, have much more bene- 
volence or modeſty than the reſt of mankind ; or 
that they feel in their own hearts, any other inten- 
tion than to diſtinguiſh themſelves by their ſoftneſs 
and delicacy. Some are modeſt becauſe -they are 


- timorous, and fome are lavith of praife becauſe they 


hope to be repaid. | 


Tarr is indeed ſome tenderneſs due to living 
writers, when they attack none of thoſe truths 


which are of importance to the happineſs of man- 


kind, and have committed no other offence than 
that of betraying their own ignorance or dulneſs. I 
thould think it cruclty to cruſh an inſect who had 
provoked me only by buzzing in my ear; and would 


not willingly interrupt the dream of harmleſs ſtupi- 


dity, or deſtroy the jeſt which makes its author 
laugh. Yet I am far from thinking this tenderneſs 
univerſally neceffary; for he that writes may be 
conſidered as a kind of general challenger, whom 
every one has a right to attack, ſince he quits the 
common rank of lite, ſteps forward beyond the 
liſts, and offers his merit to the public judgment. 
To commence author is to claim praiſe, and no 
man can julily aſpire to honour, but at the hazard 
ef diſprace. | ; 


Bor whatever be decided concerning contempo- 
| rarics, 
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raries, whom he that knows the treachery of the 
human heart, and conſiders how often we gratify 
our own pride or envy under the appearance of con- 
tending foe elegance and propriety, will find himſelf 
not much inclined to diſturb ; there can ſurely be 
no exemptions pleaded to ſecure them from criti- 
ciſm, who can no longer ſuffer by reproach, and of 
whom nothing now remains but their writings and 
their names. Upon theſe authors the critic is, un- 
doubtedly, at full liberty to exerciſe the ſtricteſt ſe- 
verity, ſince he endangers only his own fame, and, 
like ZEneas when he drew his fword in the infernal 
regions, encounters phantoms which cannot be 
wounded. He may indeed pay ſome regard to eſta- 
bliſhed reputation; but he can by that ſhew of re- 
verence conſult only his own ſecurity, for all other 
motives are now at an end. 


Trex faults of a writer of acknowledged excel- 
tence are more dangerous, becaute the influence of 
his example is more extenſive; and the intereſt of 
learning requires that they ſhould be diſcovered and 
ſtigmatized, before they have the ſanction of anti- 
quity conferred upon them, and become precedents 
ot indiſputable authority. 


I has indeed been advanced by Addiſon, as one 
of the characteriſtics of a true critic, that he points 
out beauties rather than faults. But it is rather na- 
tural to a man of learning and genius, to apply him- 
ſelf chiefly to the ſtudy of writers who have more 
beauties than faults to be diſplayed : for the duty 
of criticiſm is neither to depreciate nor dignify by 
partial repreſentations, but to hold out the light of 
reaſon, whatever it may diſcover ; and to promul- 
oo the determinations of truth, whatever the ſhall 
ictate. | 


Nu u. 


74 


212 THE RAM BLE R. No. 9%. 


NuMs. 94. SATURDAY, February 9. 1751. 


Bonus atque fidus 
Judex — per obſtantes catervas 
Explicuit ſua vittor arma. Hox. 


_ Perpetual magiſtrate is he, | 
Who keeps ſtrict juſtice full in ſight; 
Who bids the crowd at awful diſtance gaze, 
And virtue's arms victorioufly diſplays. Fraxcis. 


HE reſemblance of poetic numbers to the 
| ſubject which they mention or deſcribe, may 


be conſidered as general or particular; as conſiſting | 
in the flow and ſtructure of a whole paſſage taken 


together, or as compriſed in the ſound ot ſome em- 
phatical and deſcriptive words, or in the cadence 
and harmony ot fingle verſes. 


Tux general reſemblance of the ſound to the ſenſe 
is to be found in every language which admits of 
poetry, in every author whoſe force of fancy en- 

ables him to impreſs images ſtrongly on his own 
mind, and whole choice and variety of language 
readily ſupplics him with juſt repreientations. To 
ſuch a writer it is natural to chanye his meaſure 
with his ſubject, even without any effort of the un- 
derſtanding, or intervention ot the judgment. To 
revolve jollity and mirth neceſſarily tunes the voice 
of a poet to gay and ſprightly notes, as it fires his eye 
with vivacity ; and reflection on gloomy ſituations, 
and diſaſtrous events, will tadden his numbers, as it 
will cloud his countenance, But in ſuch pallayes 
there is only the ſimilitude of pleaſure to pleaſuie, 
and ot grief to griet, without any immediate appli- 
cation to particular images. The lame flow of joy- 
ous verſification will celebrate the jollity of mar- 
riage, and the exultation of triumph; and the lame 
languor of melody will ſuit the complaints of an ab- 
{ent lover, as of a conquered king. 


Ir 
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IT is ſcarcely to be doubted, that on many occa- 
ſions we make the muſic which we imagine ourſelves 
to hear; that we modulate the poem by our own 
diſpofition, and aſcribe to the numbers the effects of 
the ſenſe. We may oblerve in life, that it is not 
eaſy to deliver a pleaſing meſſage in an unpleaſing 
manner, and that we readily aſſociate beauty and de- 
formity with thoſe whom for any reafon we love or 
hate, Yet it would be too daring to declare, that all 
the celebrated adaptations of harmony are chimeri- 
cal; that Homer had no extraordinary attention to 
the melody of his verſe when he deſcribed a nuptial 
feſtivity; 


Nuwpas ' tx NaxdHαα, Ja vroxau wourvdun, 
Hyiveov ava afv, rohus ' vuvavos opoptss 
Here ſacred pomp, and genial feaſt delight, 
And ſolemn dance and hymeneal rite; 
Along the ſtreet the new- made brides are led, 
With torches flaming to the nuptial bed: 
The youthfui dancers in a circle bound 
To the ſoft flute, and citter n's (ilver ſound. Porz. 


that Vida was merely fanciful, when he ſuppoſed 
Virgil endeavouring to repreſent, by uncommon 
{weetneſs of numbers, the adventiti ous beauty of 
Aneas; 


Os, humeroſgue Deo fimilis : namque ipſe decoram 
Ca ſariem nato genetrix, lumenque juvente 
Purpureum, et la tos oculis afflarat honores z 


The Trojan chief appear'd in open fight, 

Auguſt in viſage, and ſerenely bright. 

His mother goddeſs, with her hands divine, 

Had form'd his curling locks, and made his temples 
ſhine ; 

And giv'n his rolling eyes a ſparkling grace, 

And breath'd a youthtul vigour on his face. D&rD. 


or that Milton did not intend to exemplify the har» 
mony which he mentions z , 
| Fountains z 
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Fountains ; and ye that watble as ye flow, 
Melodious murmurs! warbling tune his praiſe. 


TRA Milton underſtood the force of ſounds well 
adjuſted, and knew the compaſs and variety of the 


ancient meaſures, cannot be doubted, fince he was 


both a muſician and a critic ; but he feems to have 
conſidered theſe conformities of cadence, as either 
not often attainable in our language, or as petty 
excellencies unworthy of his ambition; for it will 
not be found that he has always aſſigned the ſame 
caſt of numbers to the ſame ſubjects. He has given 
in two paſlages very minute deſcriptions of angelic 
beauty; but though the images are nearly the ſame, 
the numbers will be tound upon compariſon very 
different. 


And now a ſtripling cherub he appears, 
Not of the prime, yet ſuch as in his face 
Youth {mil'd celeſtial, and to ev'ry limb 
Suitable grace diffus'd, Jo well he feign'd ; 
Under a coronet his flowing hair 

In curls on either cheek play'd ; wings he wore 
Of many a col:ur'd plume, ſprinkled with gold. 


Some of the lines of this deſcription are remarkably 
defective in harmony, and therefore by no means 
correſpondent with that ſymmetrical elegance and 
eaſy grace which they are intended to exhibit, The 
failure, however, is tully compenſated by the repre- 
ſentation of Raphael, which equally delights the car 


and imagination. 


A ſeraph wing'd: fix wings he wore to ſhade 

* His lineaments divine; the pair that clad 

Each ſhoulder broad, came mantling o'er his 
breaſt 

With regal ornament : the middle pair 

Girt like a ſtarry zone his waiſt, and round 

Skirted his Joins and thighs, with dow ny gold, 4 

A 
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And colours dipp'd in heav'n: the third his feet 
Shadow'd from either heel with feather'd mail, 
Sky-tinctur'd grain! like Maia's ſon he ſtood, 
And ſhook his plumes, that heav'nly fragrance 

fill'd | | 
The circuit wide. 


The adumbration of particular and diſtinct images 
by an exact and perceptible reſemblance of ſound, 
is ſometimes ſtudied, and ſometimes caſual. Every 
language has many words formed in imitation of 
the noiſes which they ſignify. Such are Strider, 
Balo, and Beatus, in Latin; and in Engliſh, to growl, 
to buzz, to hiſs, and to jar. Words of this kind 
give to a verſe the proper fimilitude of found, with- 
out much labour of the writer, and ſuch happineſs 
is therefore to be attributed rather to fortune than 
ſcill; yet they are ſometimes combined with great 
propriety, and undeniably contribute to enforce the 
impreſſion of the idea. We hear the paſling arrow 
in this line of Virgil; 


Et fugit horrendum ſtridens elapſa ſagitta; 


Th' impetuous arrow whizzes on the wing. Pope, 


and the creaking of hell- gates, in the deſcription 
by Milton; a 

0 Open fly 
With impetuous recoil, and jarring ſound 
Th' infernal doors; and on their hinges grate 
Harſh thunder, h 


Bor many beauties of this kind, which the mo- 
derns, and perhaps the ancients, have obſerved, 
ſecem to be the product of blind reverence acting 
upon fancy. Dionyſius himſelf tells us, that the 
ſound of Homer's verſes ſometimes exhibits the idea 
of corporeal bulk : is not this a diſcovery nearly 
approaching to that of the blind man, who after 
long enquiry into the nature. of the ſcarlet colour, 

found 


* 
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found chat it repreſented nothing ſo much as the 
clangor of a trumpet? The repreſentative power of 
poetic harmony conſiſts of ſound and meaſure z of 
the force of the ſyllables ſingly conſidered, and of 
the time in which they are pronounced, Sound can 
reſemble nothing but ſound, and time can meaſure 
nothing but motion and duration, 


Tas critics, however, have ſtruck out other ſimi- 
litudes; nor is there any irregularity of numbers 
which credulous admiration cannot diſcover to be 
eminently beautiful. Thus the propriety of each 
of theſe lines has been celebrated by writers whoſe 
Opinion the world has reaton to regard, - 


Vertitur interea cælum, & ruit oceans nox. 


Mean time the rapid heav'ns rowl'd down the 
light, o 

And on the ſhaded ocean ruſh'd the night. 

| ; DRYDEN. 


Sternitur, exanimi/que tremens procumbit humi bos.— 


Down dropsthe beaſt, norneedsa ſecond wound ; 
But ſprawls in pangs of death, and ſpuins the 
ground. 7 


Parturiunt montes, naſcetur ridiculus mus. 
'The mountains labuur, and a mouſe is born, 
| RoscoMuMoOx. 


If all theſe obſervations are juſt, there muſt be ſome 


remarkable conformity between the ſudden ſucceſ- 


ſion of night to day, the fall of an ox under a blow, 
and the birth of a mouſe from a mountain; ſince 
we are told of all theſe images, that they are very 


ſtrongly imprefled by the {ame form and termina- 
tion of the verſe. 


„ 


We may, however, without giving way to en- 
thuſiaſm, admit that ſome beautics of this kind 
| | may 
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may be produced. A ſudden ſtop at an unuſual ſyl- 

lable may image thę ceſſation of action, or the pauſe 

of diſcourſe; and Milton has very happily imitated 
the repetitions of an echo : 


I fled, and cried out death : 
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and figh'd 
From all her caves, and back reſounded death. 


Taz meaſure or time of pronouncing may be 
varied ſo as very ſtrongly to repreſent, not only 
the modes of external motion, but the quick or 
flow ſucceſſion of ideas, and conſequently the paſ- 
ſions of the mind. This at leaſt was the power of 
the ſpondaic and dactylic harmony, but our lan- 
guage can reach no eminent diverſities of ſound, 
We can indeed ſometimes, by encumb-ring and re- 
tarding the line, ſhew the diffi.ulty of a progreſs 
made by ſtrong efforts, and with frequent interrup- 
tions, or mark a ſlow and heavy motion. Thus 
Milton has imaged the toil of Satan ſtruggling 
through chaos. 


$0 he with difficulty and labour hard 
Mov'd on: with difficulty and labour he—— 


Thus he has deſcribed the leviathans or whales, 
Wallowing unweildy, enormous in their gait, 


But he has at other times neglected ſuch repreſen- 
| tations, as may be oblerved in the. volubility and 
levity of theſe lines, which expreſs an action tardy 
and reluctant. 


| Deſcent and fall 

4 To us is adverſe. Who but felt of late, 

When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 

Inſulting, and purſu'd us through the deep, 

With what confuſion and laborious flight 

We ſank thus low? Th' aſcent is eaſy then, 
Vor. II. U - 4 IN 
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His ſluices. 
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IN another place, he deſcribes the gentle glide of 
ebbing waters in a line remarkably rough and halt- 
ing. ä 

Tripping ebb; that ſtole 


With ſoft foot tow'rds the deep who now had 


ſtoppd _ 


4 
IT is not indeed to be expected, that the ſound 
ſhould always affiſt the meaning, but it ought never 
to counteract it; and therefore Milton has here cer- 
tainly committed a fault, like that of the player, 


who looked on the earth when he implored the 


Heavens, and to the heavens when he addreſſed the 


carth. 


THosE who are determined to find in Milton an 


aſſemblage of all the excellencies which have en- 
nobled all other poets, will perhaps be offended that 
I do not celebrate his verſification in higher terms; 


for there are readers who diſcover that in this pal- 
ſage, i 


So ſtretch'd out huge in length the arch- fiend lay, 


a long form is deſcribed in a long line; but the 
truth is, that length of body is only mentioned in 
a //ow line, to which it is only the reſemblance of 
time to ſpace, of an hour to a maypole. 


Tre ſame turn of ingenuity might perform won- 


ders upon the deſcription of the ark: 


Then from the mountains hewing timber tall, 


Begin to build a veſſtl of huge bulk; 


Meatur'd by cubit, length, breadth, and heighth. 


In theſe lines the poet apparently deſigns to fix the 
attention upon bulk; but this is effected by the cnu- 
meration, not by the meaſure; tor what analogy 

| can 


828 
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can there be between modulations of ſound, and 
corporeal dimenſions? 


MiLro, indeed, ſeems only to have regarded 


this ſpecies of embelliſh ment ſo far as not to reject 
it when it came unſought; which would often hap- 
pen to a mind ſo vigorous, employed upon a ſub- 
ject ſo various and extenſive. 
greater and a nobler work to perform; a ſingle ſen- 
timent of moral or religious truth, a ſingle image of 
life or nature, would have been cheaply loſt for a 
thouſand echoes of the cadence to the ſenſe ; and 
he who had undertaken to vindicate the ways of God 
to man, might have been accuſed of neglecting his 
cauſe, had he laviſhed much of his attention upon 
ſyllables and ſounds. 


He had, indecd, a 


—— 


—ͤ— 
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Parcus Deorum cultor, et infrequens, 

Inſanientis dum ſapientie 
Conſultus erro; nunc retrorſum 

Vela dare, atque iterare curſus 

Cogor relictos. 


A fugitive from heav'n and pray'r, 


HoRAcE. 
* 


l mock'd at all religious fear, 
Deep ſcienc'd in the mazy lore 
Of mad philoſophy ; but now 
Hoiſt fail, and back my voyage plow 
To that bleſs'd harbour, which I left before. 


9 1 R, 


FRANCIS. 
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HERE are many diſeaſes both of the body 


and mind, which it is far eaſier to prevent 


than to cure, and therefore 1 
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me employed in an office not uſeleſs either to learn- 


ing or virtue, if I deſcribe the ſymptoms ot an in— 
tellectual malady, which, though at firſt it ſeizes 


only the paſſions, will, if not ſpeedily remedied, in- 
fect the reaſon, and, from blaſting the bloſſoms of 
Enowledge, proceed in time to canker the root. 


I was born in the houſe of diſcord. My parents 
were of unſuitable ages, contrary tempers, and dif- 
ferent religions, and therefore employed the ſpirit 
and acuteneſs which nature had very liberally beſtow- 
ed upon both, in hourly diſputes, and inceſſant con- 


trivances to detect each other in the wrong; ſo that 


from the firſt exertions of reaſon, I was bred a diſ- 
putant, trained up in all the arts of domeſtic ſo- 
phiſtry, initiated in a thouſand low ſtratagems, 
nimble ſhifts, and fly concealments ; verſed in all 
the turns of altercation, and ps Cat with the 


whole diſcipline of fending and proving. + 


IT was neceſſarily my care to preſerve the kind- 
neſs of both the controvertiſts; and therefore I had 


very early formed the habit of ſuſpending my judg - | 


ment, of hearing arguments with indifference, in- 
clining, as occaſion required, to either ſide, and of 
holding myſelf undetermined between them, till I 
Enew for what opinion I might conveniently de- 


clare. 


Tnvs, Sir, I acquired very early the ſkill of diſ- 
putation, and, as we naturally love the arts in 
which we believe ourſelves to excel, I did not let 
my abilities lie uſeleſs, nor ſuffer my dexterity to be 
loſt for want of practice. I engaged in perpetual 
wrangles with my {chool-fellows, and was never to 
be convinced or repreſſed by any other arguments 


than blows, by which my antagoniſts commonly de- 


termined the controverſy, as I was, like the Roman 
orator, much more eminent for eloquence than 


Ar 
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Ar the univerſity I found my predominant am- 
dition completely gratified by the ſtudy of logic. I 
impreſſed upon my memory a thouſand axioms, 
and ten thouſand diſtinctions, practiſed every form 
of ſyllogiſm, paſſed all my days in the ſchools of. 


diſputation, aud ſlept every night with Smiglecius 
on my pillow. 


You will not doubt but ſuch a genius was ſoon 
raited to eminence by ſuch application. I was cele- 
brated in my third year for the moſt artful oppo- 
nent that the univerſity could boaſt, and became the 


terror and envy of all the candidates for * 
cal reputation. 


price of all my time, and all my ſtudies. I never 
poke, but to contradict; nor declaimed, but in de- 
fence of a pofition univerſally acknowledged to be 
falſe, and therefore worthy, in my opinion, to be 
adorned with all the colours of falſe repreſentation, 


and ſtrengthened with all. the arts of fallacious ſub- 
tlety. 


Mx en indeed was not purchaſed, but at the | 


Mr father, who had no other wiſh than to ſee 
his ſon richer than himſelf, eaſily concluded, that I 
ſhould diſtinguith mytelt among the profeſſors of 
the law; and therefore, when 1 had taken my firft 
degree, diſpatched me to the Temple, with a paternal - 
adinoniuon, that l thuuid never tutter myſelf to feel 


mame; tor nothing but modeſty could retard my 
fortune. 


VITIATED, ignorant, and heady as I was, I had 
not yet loit my reverence tor virtue, and therefore 
could not receive ſuch dictates. without horror; but 
however was plcaicd. with his determination of my 
courſe of lite, becauſe he placed me in the way that 
leads looneſt trom the preſcribed walks ot diſ- 
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cipline and education, to the opey fields of _— 
and choice. 


I was now in the place where every one catches 
the contagion of vanity, and ſoon began to diſtin- 
guiſh myſelf by ſophiſms and paradoxes. I declared 
war againſt all received opinions, and eſtabliſhed 
rules; and levelled my batteries particularly againſt 
thoſe univerſal principles which had ftood unſhaken 
in all the viciflitudes of literature, and are conſider- 


ed as the inyiolable temples of truth, or the impre 3 


nable bulwarks of ſcience. 


I ayPLIED myſelf chiefly to thoſe parts of learn- 


ing which have filled the world with doubt and 
perplexity, and could readily produce all the argu- 
ments relating to matter and motion, time and 
ſpace, identity and infinity. 


I was equally able, and equally willing, to main- 

tain the ſyſtem of Newton or Deicartes, and favour- 
ed occafionally the hypothefis of Ptolemy, or that 
of Copernicus. I ſometimes exalted vegetables to 
ſenſe, and {ſometimes degraded animals to mecha- 
niſm, 


Nor was I leſs inclined to weaken the credit of 
hiſtory, or perplex the doctrines of polity. 1 was 
always of the party which I heard the company 
condemn. 


AMONG the zealots of liberty, I could harangue, 
with great copiouſneſs, upon the advantages of ab- 
folute monarchy, the ſecrecy ot its counfels, and the 
expedition of its meaſures; and often celebrated the 
bleſſings produced by the extin&tion of parties, and 
precluſion of debatcs. 


Ao the afſertors of regal authority, I never 
failed to declaim, with republican warmth, upon the 
| original 
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original charter of univerſal liberty, the corruption 


of courts, and the folly of voluntary ſubmiſſion to 
thoſe whom nature has levelled with ourſelves. 


I KNEw the defects of every ſcheme of govern- 
ment, and the inconveniencies of every law. I 
ſometimes thewed, how much the condition of man- 
kind would be improved by breaking the world into 
petty ſovereignties; and ſometimes diſplayed the 
felicity and peace which univerſal monarchy would 
diffuſe over the earth. 


To every acknowledged fact I fonnd innumerable 
objections ; for it was my rule, to judge of hiſtory 
only by abſtracted probability, and theretore | made 
no ſcruple of bidding defiance to teftimony. I have 
more than once queſtioned the exiſtence of Alexan- 
der the Great. And having demonſtrated the folly 
of erecting edifices like the pyramids of Egypt, I 
frequently hinted my ſuſpicion, that the world bad 
been long deceived, and that they were to be tound 
only in the narratives of travellers. 


IT had been happy for me could I have confined 
my ſcepticiſm to hiſtorical controverfics, and philo- 
ſophical diſquilitions ; but having now violated my 
re on, and accuſtomed myielt to enquire not after 
, proofs, but objections, I had perplexed truth with 
tallehood, till my ideas were contuied, my judg- 
ment embarraſſed, and my intelc&s diſtorted. The 
habit of conſidering every propoſition as alike un- 
certain, left me no teſt by which any tenet could 
be tried: every opinion preſented both ſides with 
equal evidence; and my. fallacies began to operate 
upon my own mind in more important enquiries. 
It was at laſt the ſport of my vanity to weaken the 
obligations of moral duty, and efface the diſtinc- 
trons of good and evil, till I had deadened the ſenſe 
of conviction, and abandoned my heart to the fluc- 
tuations of uaccrtainty, without anchor, and with- 
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out compaſs, without ſatisfaction of curioſity, or 
peace of conſcience; without * of reaſon, 
or motives of action. 


soch is the hazard of ORD the firſt percep- 

tions of truth, of ſpreading tor diverſion the ſnares 

of ſophiſtry, and engaging reaſon againſt its own 
determinations. | 


Tre diſproportions of abſurdity grow leſs and 
leſs viſible, as we are reconciled by degrees to the 
deformity of a miſtreſs; and talſchood, by long 


uk, is aſſimilated to the mind, as poiſon to the 


body. 

I Hap ſoon the mortification of ſeeing my con- 
veriation courted only by the ignorant or wicked; 
by either boys, who were inchanted by novelty, or 


wretches, who having long dijobeyed virtue and 
reaſon, were now deſirous of my affiſtance to de- 


throne them. 


Tavs alarmed, I ſhuddered at my own corrup- 
tion; and that pride by which I had been ſeduced, 
contributed to reclaim me. I was weary of con- 
tinual irreſolution, and a perpetual equipoiſe of the 
mind; and aſhamed of being the favourite of thoſe 


who were {corned aud ſhuuned by the reſt of man- 
kind. 


I THEREFORE retired from all temptation to diſ- 
pute, preſcribed a new regimen to my underſtand- 
ing, and reſolved, inſtead of rejecting all eſtabliſh- 


ed opinions which 1 could not prove, to tolcrate,, 


though not adopt, all which I could not confute. 
I forbore to heat my imagination with needleſs con- 
troveriics, to diſcuſs quettions confetied!y uncer- 
tain, and refrained ſteadily from gratifying my va- 
nity by the * of falſchood. 85 
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By this method I am at length recovered from 
my argumental delirium, and find mylelt in the ſtate 
of one awakened from the confuſi n and tumult of 
a feveriſh dream. I rejoice in the new poſſeſſion 
of evidence and reality, and ſtep on from truth to 
truth with confidence and quiet. 


* 


J am, Sir, &c. 


PERTIN AX. 


NuMB. 96. SATURDAY, February 16. 1751. 


Quod fi Platonis miſa perſonat verum, 
Quod qui/qu? diſcit imme mor recordatur BOETIUS» 


Truth in Platonic ornaments bedeck'd, 
Inforc'4we love, unheeding recollect. 


T is reported of the Perſians, by an ancient wri- 

ter, that the ſum of their education conſiſted in 
teaching youth to ride, to ſboot with the bew, and 
to ſpeak truth. 


The bow and the horſe were eaſily maſtered, but 
it would have been happy if we had been informed 
by what arts veracity was cultivated, and by what 
preſervatives a Perſian mind was ſecured againſt the 
temptations to falſchood. 


THERE are, indeed, in the preſent corruption of 
mankind, many incitements to forſake truth; the 
need of palliating our own faults, and the conveni- 
ence of impoſing on the ignorance, or credulity of 
others, ſo trequently occur; ſo many immediate evils- 
are to be avoided, and ſo many preſent gratifica- 
tions obtained by craft and deluſion, that very few 


of thoſe who are much cntangled in life, have ſpi- 
| rit 
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rit and conſtancy ſufficient to ſupport them in the 
ſteady practice of open veracity. 


In order that all men may be taught to ſpeak 
truth, it is neceflary that all likewiſe ſhould learn tg 
hear it; for no ſpecies of falſehood is more frequent 
than flattery, to which the coward is betrayed by 
fear, the dependent by intereſt, and the friend by 
tenderneſs. I hoſe who are neither ſervile nor ti- 
morous, are yet deſirous to beſtow pleaſure; and 
while unjuſt demands of praiſe continue to be made, 
there will always be ſome whom hope, fear, or 
kindneſs, will diſpoſe to pay them. 

THe guilt of falſchood is very widely extended, 
and many whom their conſcience can ſcarcely charge 
with ſtooping to a lie, have vitiated the morals of 
others by their vanity, and patronized the vice 
which they believe themſelves to abhor. 


TruTH is, indeed, not often welcome for its own 
ſake; it is generally unpleaſing becauſe contrary to 
our withes, and oppoſite to our practice; and as our 
attention naturally tollows our intereſt, we hear un- 
willingly what we are afraid to know, and ſoon 
forget what we have no inclination to impreſs upon 
our memories. 


For this reaſon many arts of inſtruction have been 
invented, by which the reluctance againſt Truth 
may be overcome; and as phylic is given to chil- 
dren in confections, precepts have been hidden un- 
der a thouſand appearances, that mankind may be 

| bribed by pleaſure to eſcape deſtruction. 


Wix the world was yet in its infancy, Truth 
came among mortals from above, and Fal 
from below. Truth was the daughter of Jupiter 
and WWVijd;m; Falſehaod was the progeny of Felly, im- 
pregnated by the wind. They advanced with equal 

confidence 
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confidence to ſeize the dominion of the new crea- 


tion; and as their enmity and their force were well 


known to the celeſtials, all the ones of heaven were 


turned upon the conteſt, 


TRUTH ſeemed conſcious of ſuperior power 
and juſter claim, and therefore came on towering 
and majeſtic, unaſſiſted and alone; Rea/on indeed 
always attended her, but appeared her follower, ra- 
ther than companion, Her march was flow and 
ſtately, but her motion was perpetually progreſſive, 
and when once ſhe had grounded her foot, ncither 
gods nor men could force her to retire. 


FALSEHOOD always endeavoured to copy 
the mien and attitudes of Truth, and was very ſuc— 
ceisful in the arts of mimicry. She was ſurrounded, 
animated, and ſupported by innumerable legions of 
appetites and paſſions, but, like other feeble com- 
manders, was obliged often to receive law from her 
allies. Her motions were ſudden, irregular, and 
violent; for ſhe had no ſteadineſs nor conſtancy. 
She often gained conqueſts by haſty incurſions, 
which ſhe never hoped to keep by her own ſtrength, 
but maintained by the help of the paſſions, whom 
the generally found reſolute and faithtul. 


IT ſometimes happened that the antagoniſts met 
in full oppoſition. In theſe encounters, Fal/c hood. 
always inveſted her head with clouds, and command- 
ed Fraud to place ambuſhes about her. In her left 


hand ſhe bore the ſhield of Impudence, and the quis, 


ver of Sophiſtry rattled on her ſhoulder. All the 


paſſions attended at her call; Vanity clapped her 


wings before, and Gb/tinacy ſupported her behind. 


Thus guarded and afliſted, ſhe ſometimes advanced 


againſt Truth, and ſometimes waited the attack 


but always aca to ſkirmiſh at a diſtance, 


perpetually ſhifted her ground, and let fly her ar-. 
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rows in different directions; for ſhe certainly found 
that her ſtrength failed, whenever the eye of Truth 
darted full upon her. 


TRUTH had "IF awful aſpect, 3 not the 
thunder of her father; and when the long continu- 


ance of the conteſt brought them near to one ano- 


ther, Falſehocd let the arms of Sophiſtry fall from 
her graſp, and, holding up the ſhield of Impudence 


with both her hands, {ſheltered herſelf amongſt the 


ien 


TRUTH, though ſhe was often wounded, al- 


ways recovered in a ſhort time; but it was common 
for the ſlighteſt hurt, received by Fal/ehood, to ſpread 
its malignity to the neighbouring parts, and to burſt 
open again when it ſeemed to have been cured. 


FALSEHOOD, in a ſhort time, found by ex- 
perience that her ſuperiority conſiſted only in the 
celerity of her courſe, and the changes of her po- 
ſture. She therefore ordered Suſpicion to beat the 
ground before her, and avoided with great care to 
croſs the way of Truth, who, as ſhe never varied 
her point, but moved conſtantly upon the ſame line, 
was eaſily eſcaped by the oblique and deſultory move- 
ments, the quick retreats and active doubles which 
Falſchoed always practiſed, when the enemy began to 
raiſe terror by her appr bach. 


By this procedure raſſhocd SME DEM encroach- 
ed upon the world, and extended her empire 
through all climes and regions. Where ever ſhe 
carried her victories ſhe left the Paſſions in full au- 
thority behind her; who were ſo well pleaſed with 
command, that they held out with great obſtinacy 
when Truth came to ſeize their poſts, and never 


failed to retard her progreſs though they could not 


always ſtop it. They yielded at laſt with great re- 
luctance, frequent rallics, and ſullen ſubmiſſion; and 
always 
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always inclined to revolt when Truth ceaſed to awe 
them by her immediate preſence. 


TRUTH, who, when ſhe firſt deſcended from 
the heavenly palaces, expected to have been received 
by univerſal acclamation, cheriſhed with kindneſs, 
heard with obedience, and invited to ſpread her in- 
fluence from province to province, now found, that 
where-ever the came, ſhe muſt force her paſſage. 
Every intelle& was precluded by Prejudice, and eve- 
ry heart preoccupied by Paſſian. She indeed advan- 
ced, but ſhe advanced ſlowly ; and often loſt the 
conqueſts which ſhe left behind her, by ſudden in- 
- ſurreCtions of the appetites, that ſhook off their al- 
legiance, and ranged themſelves again under the 
banner of her enemy. | 


TRUTH, howeve?, did not grow weaker by the 
ſtruggle, for her vigour was unconquerable; yet 
ſhe was provoked to ſee herſelf thus baffled and im- 
peded by an enemy whom ſhe looked on with con- 
tempt, and who had no advantage but ſuch as ſhe 
owed to inconſtancy, weakneſs, and artifice. She 
therefore, in the anger of diſappointment, , called 
upon her father Jupiter to re-cſ{tabliſh her in the 
ſkies, and leave mankind to the diforder and miſery 
which they deſerved, by ſubmitting williagly to the 
uſurpation of Fai/chood. | 


ZUPTTER compaſſionated the world too much 
to grant her requeſt, yet was willing to eaſe her la- 
bours, and mitigate her vexation, He commanded her 
to conſult the mules by what methods the might ob- 
tain an eaſier reception, and reign without the toil 
of inceſſant war. Tt was then diſcovered; that ſhe 
obſtructed her own progreſs by the ſeverity of her 
aſpect, and the ſolemnity of her dictates; and that 
men would never willingly admit her, till they cea- 
ſed to fear her, ſince, by giving themſelves up to 
Falſehaod, they ſeldom made any ſacrifice of theireaſeor 


VorL. II. X 1 pleaſure, 
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pleaſure, becauſe ſhe took the ſhape that was moſt 
engaging, and always ſuffered herſelf to be dreſſed 
and painted by Deſire. The muſes wove in the 
loom of Pallas, a looſe and changeable robe, like 
that in which Falſehood captivated her admirers ; 
with this they inveſted Truth, and named her Fic- 
tion. She now went out again to conquer with 
more ſucceſs; for when ſhe demanded entrance of 
the Paſſions, they often miſtook her for Falſehood, 
and delivered up their charge: but when the had 
once taken poſſeflion, ſhe was ſoon diſrobed by 
Reaſon, and ſhone out, in her original form, with 
native effulgence and reſiſtleſs dignity, 


e 


5 
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Fecunda culpe ſecula nuptias | 
Primum inquinavere, et genus, et domos. 
Hoc fonte derivata clades 

In Patriam Populumque fluxit. HoRace, 
Fruitful of crimes, this age firſt ſtain'd 
Their hapleſs offspring, and profan'd 
The nuptial bed ; from whence the woes, 
Which various and unnumber'd roſe 
From this polluted fountain-head 
O'er Rome, and o'er the nations ſpread. FRAN. 


HE reader is indedted for this day's entertain- 
ment to an author” from whom the age has 
received greater favours, who has enlarged the 
knowledge of human nature, and taught the paſ- 
lions to move at the command of virtue. 


Tre RAMPBLER. 
8 I R, 5 
HEN the Spectator was firſt publiſhed in 
ſingle papers, it gavs me ſo much plcaſure, 
that it is one of the favourite amuſements of my age 


to recollect it; and when I reflect on the foibles of 
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thoſe times, as deſcribed in that uſeful work, and 
compare them with the vices now reigning among 
us, I cannot but with that you would oftener take 
cognizance of the manners of the better half of the 
human ſpecies, that if your precepts and obſerva - 
tions be carried down to poſterity, the Spectators 
may ſhew, to the riſing generation, what were the 
faſhionable follies of their grandmothers, the Ram- 
bler of their mothers, and that from both they may 
draw inſtruction and warning. 


Wax read thoſe Spectators which took notice 
of the miſbehaviour of young women at church, 
by which they vainly hope to attract admirers, I u- 
ſed to pronounce ſuch forward young women SEE K= 
Rs, in order to diſtinguiſh them by a mark of in- 
famy from thoſe who had patience and decency to 
ſtay till they were ſought. 


Bo x I have lived to ſee ſuch a change in the man- 
ners of women, that I would now be willing to 


compound with them for that name, although I 


then thought it diſgraceful enough, if they would 
deſerve no worſe z ſince now they are too generally 
given up to negligence of domeſtic buſineſs, to idle 
amuſements, and to wicked rackets, without any 
ſettled view at all but of ſquandering time. 


In the time of the Spectator, excepting ſome- 
tines an appearance in the ring, ſometimes at a 
good and choſen play, ſometimes on a viſit at the 
houſe of a grave relation, the young ladies content- 
ed themſelves to be found employed in domeſtic 


duties; for then routs, drums, balls, aſſemblies, 


and ſuch like markets for women, were not known. 


MopEST x and diffidence, gentleneſs and meek- 
neſs, were looked upon as the appropriate virtues 
and characteriſtic graces of the lex. And if a 
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forward ſpirit puthed itſelf into notice, it was ex- 
poſed in print as it deſerved. 


TE churches were almoſt the only places where 
ſingle women were to be ſeen by ſtrangers. Men 
went thither expecting to ſee them, and perhaps 
too _— for that only puryole, 


Bur ſome good often refulied, however impro- 
per was their motive. Both ſexes were in the way 
ol their duty. The man muſt be abandoned in— 
deed, who loves not goodneſs in another; nor were 
the young fellows of that age ſo wholly loſt to a 
ſenſe of right, as pride and conceit has fince made 
them affect to be. When therefore they ſaw a fair 
one, whoſe decent behaviour and cheerful piety 
ſhewed her earneſt in her firſt duties, they had the 
leſs doubt, judging politically only, that ſhe would 
have a conſcientious regard. to her ſecond. 


WiTH what ardour have I ſeen watched for, the 
riſing of a kneeling beauty? and what additional 
charms has devotion given to her recommunicated 
features ? 


Tu men were often the better for what they 
heard. Even a Saul was once found propheſy ing 


among the prophets whom he had ſet out to deſtroy. 


To a man thus put into good humour by a pleaſing 
ohject, religion itſelf looked more amiably. The 
MEN-SEEKERS, of the Spectator's time, loved the 
holy place for the object's ſake, and loved the ob- 
ject for her ſuitable behaviour in it. 


REveRENCE mingled with their love, and they 
thought that a young lady of ſuch good principles 
muſt be addreſſed only by the man who at leaſt 
made a ſhew of good principles, whether his heart 
was * quite right or not. 

Nox 
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Nox did the young lady's behaviour, at any time 
of the ſervice, leſſen this reverence. Her eyes were 
her own, her ears the preacher's. Women are al- 
ways moſt obſerved, when they ſeem themſelves 
leaſt to obſerve, or to lay out for obſervation. The 
cye of a reſpectful lover loves rather to receive con- 
fidence from the withdrawn eye f the fair one, 
than to fiad itſelf obliged to retreat. 


WEN a young gentleman's affection was thus: 
laudably engaged, he purſued its natural dictates , 
keeping then was a rare, at leaſt a ſecret and ſcan- 
dalous vice, and a wife was the ſummit of his wiſhes.. 
Rejection was now dreaded, and pre- engagement 
apprehended. A woman whom he loved, he was 
ready to think muſt be admired by all the world. 
His fears, his uncertainties, increaſed his love. 


EvERY enquiry he made into the lady's domeſtic 
excellence, which, when a wite is to be choſen, 
will turely not be neglected, confirmed him in his: 
choice, He opens his heart to a common friend, 
and honeſtly diſcovers the ſtate of his fortune. His, 
friend applies to thoſe of the young lady, whoſe pa- 
rents, if they approve his propoſals, diſclofe them 
to their daughter. 


SHE perhaps is not an abſolute ſtranger to the 
paſſion of the young gentleman. His eyes, his aſſi- 
duities, his conſtant attendance at a church, whi- 
ther, till of late, he uſed ſeldom to come, and a 
thouſand little obſervances that he paid her, had 
very probably firſt forced her to regard, and then 
inclined her to tavour him. 


THAT a young lady ſhould be in love, and the 
love af the young gentleman undeclared, is an he- 
terodoxy which prudence, and even policy, muſt not 
allow. But thus 3 {he is all reſignation to 
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her parents. Charming reſignation, which inclina- 
tion oppoles not. 


HER relations applaud her for her duty; friends 
meet, points are adjuſted ; delightful perturbations, 
and hopes, and a few lovers fears, fill up the tedious 
ſpace; till an intgrview is granted; for the young la- 
dy had not made herſelf cheap at public places. 


4 


Tyk time of interview arrives. She is modeſtly 
reſerved ; he is not confident. He declares his pal- 
ſion; the conſciouſneſs of her own worth, and his 
application to her parents, take from her any doubt 
of his ſincerity; and ſhe owns herſelf obliged to 
him for his good opinion. The enquiries of her 
Friends into his character, have taught her that his 
good opinion deſerves to be valued. | 


SHE tacitly allows of his future viſits ;, he renews 
them; the regard of each for the other is confirm- 
ed; and when he preſſes for the favour of her hand, 
he receives a declaration of an entire acquieſcence 
with her duty, and a modeſt acknowledgment of 
eſteem for him. | 


Hx applies to her parents therefore for a near 
day; and thinks himſelf under obligation to them 
for the cheerful and affectionate manner with which 
they receive his agreeable application. 


Wir this proſpect of future happineſs, the 
marriage is celebrated. Gratulations pour in from 
every quarter. Parents and relations on both ſides, 
brought acquainted in the courſe of the courtſhip, 
can receive the happy couple with countenances 1l- 
lumined, and joyful hearts. | 


Tre brothers, the ſiſters, the friends of one fami- 
ly, are the brothers, the ſiſters, the friends of the 
| other. 
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other. Their two families thus made one, are the 
world to the young couple. 


THEIR home is the place of their principal de- 
light, nor do they ever occaſionally quit it but they 
find the pleaſure of returning to it augmented in 
proportion to the time of their abſence from it. 


On, Mr Rambler ! forgive the talkativeneſs of 
an old man! When I courted and married my Læti- 
tia, then a blooming beauty, every thing paſſed juſt 
ſo! but how is the caſe now ? 'The ladies, maidens, 
wives, and widows, are engroſſed by places of open 
reſort, and general entertainment, which fill every 
quarter of the metropolis, and being conſtantly fre- 
quented, make home irkſome. Breakfaſting pla- 
ces, dining places; routs, drums, concerts, balls, 
plays, operas, maſquerades for the evening, and 
even for all night, and lately, public ſales of the 
goods of broken houſckeepers, which the general 
diſſoluteneſs of manners has contributed to make 
very frequent, come in as another ſeaſonable relief 
to theſe modern time: killers. 


Id the ſummer there are in every country-town 
aſſemblies; Tunbridge, Bath, Cheltenham, Scarbo- 
rough | What expence of dreſs and equipage is re- 
quired to qualify the frequenters for tuch emulous 
appearance! | 


By the natural infection of example, the loweſt 
people have places of fix-penny retort, and gaming- 
tables for pence. Thus ſervants are now enduced to 
fraud and diſhoneſty, to ſupport extravagance, and 
ſupply their loſles. ” "= 

As to the ladies who frequent thoſe public pla- 
ces, they are not aſhamed to ſhew their faces where- 
ever men dare go, nor bluſh to try who ſhall ſtare 
moſt impudently, or who {hall laugh loudeſt on the 
public walks, | 
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Tux men who would make good huſbands, if 


they viſit thoſe places, are frighted at wedlock, and 
reſolve to live fingle, except they are bought at a 
very high price. 'TE-y can be ſpectators of all that 
paſſes, and, if they pleaſe, more than ſpectators, 
at the expence of others. 'The companion of an 
evening, and the companion for life, require very 
different qualifications, 

1 thouſand pounds in the laſt age, with a do- 
meſtic wife, would go farther than ten thouſand in 
this. Yet ſettlements are expected, that often, to 
a mercantile man eipecially, fink a fortune into uſe- 
kfineis; and pin- money is ſtipulated for, which 
makes a wife independent, and deſtroys love, by 
putting it out of a man's power to lay any obliga- 
tion upon her, that might engage gratitude, and 
kindle affection. When to all this the card - tables are 
added, how can a prudent man think of marrying ? 


And when the worthy men know not where to 
find wives, muſt not the ſex be left to the foplings, 
the coxcombs, ihe libertines of the age, whom they 
help to make ſuch? And need even theſe wretches 
mu ry to enjoy the converſation of thoſe who ren- 
der their company ſo cheap? 


ANp what, after all, is the benefit which the gay 
coquet obtains by her flutters? As ſhe is approach- 
able by every man without requiring, I will not 
fay incenſe or adoration, but even common complai- 
fance, every fop treats her as upon the level, looks 
upon her light airs as invitations, and is on the 
watch to take the advantage; ſhe has companions 
indeed, but no lovers; for love is reipectful and 
timorous; and where among all her tollowers will 
fhe find a huſband ? 


Ser, dear Sir, before the youthful, the gay, the 
mconfiderate, the contempt, as well as the danger, to 
wh: 
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which they are expoſed. At one time or other, 
women, not utterly thoughtleſs, will be convinced 
of the juſtice of your cenſure, and the charity of 
your in{Fuction. | 


Bur ſhould your expoſtulations and reproofs 
have no effect upon thoſe who are far gone in fa- 
ſhionable folly, they may be retailed from their 
mouths to their nieces, (marriage will not often have 
intitled theſe to daughters), when they, the meteors 
of a day, find themſelves elbowed off the ſtage of 
vanity by other flutterers; for the moſt admired wo- 
men cannot have many Vunbridge, many Bath ſea- 
ſons, to blaze in; ſince even fine faces, often ſeen, 
are leſs regarded than new faces, the proper puniſh- 
ment of thowy girls, for rendering themſelves ſo 
impoliticly cheap. 

| 7 a, 5 1, 


Tour fincere admirer, &c. 


— 
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Quæ nec Sarmentus iniquas 
Cæſaris ad menſas, nec vilis Gabba tuliſſet. Joy. 
Which not Sarmentus brock'd at Cæſar's board, 
Nor grov'ling Gabba from his haughty lord. 
8 ELPHINSTONs 


To the Au THOR of the RAMBLER, 


Mr RAMBLER, 
Y OU have often endeavoured to impreſs upon 


your readers, an obſervation of more truth 

than novelty, that life paſſes, for the moſt part, in 

petty tranſactions z that our hours glide away in 

trifling amuſements, and flight gratifications; and 

that there very feldom emerges any occaſion that 
can call forth great virtue, or great abilities, , 
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Ir very commonly happens, that ſpeculation has 
no influence on conduct. Juſt concluſions, and 


cogent arguments, formed by laborious ſtudy, and 


diligent inquiry, are often repoſited in th treaſu- 
rics of memory, as gold in the miter's cheſt, uieleſs 
alike to others and himfelf As ſome are not richer 
for the extent of their pofleſſions, others are not 


 wiler for the multitude of their ideas. 


You have truly deſcribed the ſtate of human be- 
ings ; but it may be doubtcd, whether you have ac+ 
commodated your precepts to your delcription 
whether you have not generally confidered your 
readers as influenced by the tragic paſſions, and 
ſuſceptible of pain or pleaſure only from powertul 
agents, and from great events. | 


To an author who writes not for the improve- 
ment of a ſinple art, or the eſtabliſhment. of a con- 
troverted doctrine, but equally intends the advan- 
tage, and equally courts the peruſal of all the clafles 
of mankind, nothing can juſtly ſeem unworthy of 
regard, by which the pleaſure of converſation may 
be increaſed, and the daily ſatisfactions of familiar 


life ſecured from interruption and diſguſt. 


For this reaſon, you would not have injured your 
reputation, it you bad ſometimes deſcended to the 
minuter duties of ſocial beinys, and enforced the 
obſcrvance of thoſe little civilities, and ceremonious 
delicacies, which, inconfiderable as they may ap- 
pear to the man of ſcience, and difficult as they may 
prove to be detailed with dignity, yet contribute to 
the regulation of the world, by facilitating the in- 
tercourſe between one man and another, and of 
which the French have ſufficiently teſtified their 
eſteem, by terming the knowledge and practice of 
them Scavoir vivre, the art of hving. 


POLLITENESS 
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PoL1TENESS is one of thoſe advantages which we 
never eſtimate rightly, but by the inconvenience of 
its loſs. Its influence upon the manners is con- 
ſtant ane uniform, ſo that, like an equal motion, 
it eſcapes perception. The circumſtances of every 
action are ſo adjuſted to each other, that we do not 
ſee where any error could have been committed, 


and rather acquieſce in its propr . than admire its 
exactneſs. 


Bor as ſickneſs ſhews us the value of eaſe, a 
little familiarity with thoſe who were never taught 
to endeavour the gratification of others, but regu- 
late their behaviour merely by their own will, will 
ſoon evince the neceſſity of eſtabliſhed modes and 


formalities, to the happineſs and quiet of common 
lite. 


Wis pou and virtue are by no means ſufficient, 
without the ſupplemental laws of good breeding, to 
ſecure freedom from degenerating to rudeneſs, or 
ſelf-eſteem from ſwelling into inſolence. A thou- 
ſand incivilities may be committed, and a thouſand 


offices neglected, without any remorſe of conſcience, 
or reproach trom reaſon. 


Tu true effect of genuine politeneſs, ſeems to be 
rather eaſe than pleaſure. | he power of delighting 
muſt be conferred by nature, and cannot be deliver- 
ed by precepr, or obtained by imitation ; but though 
it be the privilege of a very ſmall number to ravith 
and to charm, every man may hope, by rules and 
caution, not to give pain, and may therefore, by 
the help of good breeding, enjoy the kiffdneſs of 


mankind, though he ſhould have no claim to 
higher een 


Tax univerſal axiom, in which all complaiſance 
is included, and from which flow all the formalities 
which cuſtom: has eſtabliſhied in civilized nations. is, 


That 
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That no man ſhould give any preference to himſelf, A 
rule ſo comprehentive and certain, that perhaps it 
is not eaſy for the mind to image an. incivility, 
without ſuppoſing it.to be broken. 7 


THERE are indeed in every place ſome particular 
modes of the ceremonial part of good- breeding, 
which, being arbitrary and accidental, can be learn- 
ed only by habitude and converſation: ſuch are the 
forms of ſalutation, the different gradations of re- 
verence, and all the adjuſtments of place and pre- 
cedence. Theſe, however, may be often violated 
without offence, if it be ſufficiently evident, that 
neither malice nor pride contributed to the failure; 
but will not atone, however rigidly. obſerved, for 
the tumour of inſolence, or petulance of contempt, 


I Have indeed not found, among any part of 
markind, leſs real and rational complaiſance, than 
among thoſe who have paſſed their time in paying 
and receiving viſits, in frequenting public entertain- 
ments, in ſtudying the exact meaſures of ceremony, 
and in watching all the variations of faſhionable 
courteſy. 


TnkEV know indeed at what hour they may beat 
the door of an acquaintance; how many ſteps they 
muſt attend him towards the gate; and what interval 
ſhould paſs before his viſit is returned : but ſeldom 
extend their care beyond the exterior and uneffen- 
tial parts of civility; nor refuſe their own vanity 
any gratification, however expenſive to the quiet of 
another. N 


TRYPHERUS is a man remarkable for ſplendour 
and expence; a man, that having been originally 
placed by his fortune and rank in the firſt claſs of 
the community, has acquired that air of dignity, 
and that readineſs in the exchange of compliments, 
which courts, balls, and levees, cafily confer. 


BuT 
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BuT Trypherus, without any ſettled purpoſes of 
malignity, partly by his ignorance of humaa nature, 
and partly by the habit of contemplating with great 
ſatisfaction his own grandeur and riches, is hourly 
giving diſguſt to thoſe whom chance or expectation 
ſubject to his vanity, 


To a man whoſe fortum confines him to a ſmall 
houſe, he declaims upon the pleaſure of ſpacious 
apartments, and the convenience of changing his 
lodging room in ditF-rent parts of the year; tells 
him, that he hates confinement; and conclud-s, 
that if his chamber was lets, he ſhould never wake 
without thinking of a priſon. 


To Eucretas, a man of birth equal to himſelf, but 
of much lets eſtate, he ſhewed his ſervices of plate, 
and remarked, that ſuch things were indeed nothing 
better. than coſtly trifles, but that no man mult pre- 
tend to the rank of a gentleman without them; and 
that for his part, if his eſtate was ſmaller, he ſhould 
not think of enjoying, but increaſing it; and would 
inquire out a trade for his eldeſt ſon. 


He has, in imitation of ſome more acute obſerver 
than himſelf, collected a great many ſhifts and ar- 
tifices by which poverty is concealed; and among 
the ladies of ſmall fortune, never fails to talk of 
frippery and flight ſilks, and the convenience of a 
general mourning. 8 


I rave been inſulted a thouſand times with a ca- 
talogue of his pictures, his jewels, and his rarities, 
which, though he knows the humble neatneſs of my 
habitation, he ſeldom fails to conclude by a declara- 
tion, that where-ever he ſees a houſe meanly furniſh- 
ed, he deſpiſes the owner's taſte, or pities his poverty, 


Tr1s, Mr Rambler, is the practice of Trypherus, 
by which he is become the terror of all who are leſs 
VoL, Il. ) 1 wealthy 
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wealthy than himſelf, and has raiſed innumer— 
able enemies, without rivalry, and without malevo- 
lence. 


YET though all are not equally culpable with 
Trypherus, it is ſcarcely poflible to find any man 
who does not frequently, like him, indulge his own 
pride, by forcing others. to a compariſon with him- _ 
telf, when he knows the advantage is on his fide 
without confidering, that unneccilarily to obtrude 
unpleaſing ideas, is a ſpecies of oppreſſion; and that 
it is little more criminal to deprive another of ſome 
real advantage, than to interrupt that forgetfulnets 
of its abſence which is the next happineſs to actual 
poſſeſſion. | 

| J am, & c. 
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NumMB. 99. TUESDAY, Tebruary 26. 1751, 


Scilicet ingeniis aligua ef} concordia junctis, 
Et ſervat finau jedera quiſque ſui, 
Ruſticus agricblam, miles j*ra belia gerentem, 
Necterem dubiæ narita fupfis amat. Ov1D. 


Con genial paſſions ſouls together bind, 
And ev'ry calling mingles with its Lind ; 
Soldier unites with ſoldier, ſwain with {wain, 
The mariner with him that roves the main. 
F. LEWIS. 


T has been ordained by providence, for the con- 
ſcrvation of order in the immenſe variety of na- 
ture, and for the regular propagation ot the tfcveral 
\ ciatics of life with which the elements are peopled, 
that every creature ſhould be drawn by ſome iecret - 
attraction to thoſe ot his own kind; and that not 
only the gentle and domeſtic animals, which natu- 
; rally 
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rally unite into companies, or cohabit by pairs, 
ſhould continue faithful to their ſpecies 3 but even 
thoſe ravenous and ferocious ſavages, which Ariſtotle 
obſerves never to be gregarious, ſhould range moun- 
tains and deſarts in ſearch of one another, rather 
than pollute the world with a monſtrous birth. 


As the perpetuity and diſtinction of the lower 
tribes of the creation, require that they ſhould. be 
determined to proper mates, by ſome uniform mo- 
tive of choice, or ſome cogent principle of inſtinct; 
it is neceſſary likewiſe, that man, whoſe wider ca- 
pacity demands more gratifications, and who feels in 
himlelf innumerable wants, which a life of ſolitude 
cannot ſupply, and innumerable powers to which it 
cannot give employment, ſhould be led to ſuitable 
companions by particular influence; and amon 
many beings of the ſame nature with himſelf, he 
may ſelect ſome for intimacy and tenderncls, and 
improve the condition of his exiſtence, by ſuper- 
adding friendihip to humanity, and the love of in- 
dividuals to that of the ſpecies, 


Ornex animals are ſo formed, that they ſeem to 
contrivute very little to the happinef* of each other, 
and know neither joy nor grief, nor love nor ha- 
tred, but as they are urged by ſome deſire imme— 
diately ſubſer vient either to the ſupport of their own 
lives, or to the continuation of their race: they 
therefore ſeldom app-ar to regard any of the minu- 
ter diſcriminations which diftinguifh creatures of 
the fame kind from one another, 


Bo i if man were to feel no incentives to kindneſs, 
more than his general teudency to congenial nature, 
Babylon or London, with all their multitudes, would 
have to him the deſolation of a wilderneſs ; his af- 
fections, not compreſſtd into a narrower compaſs, 
would vanit!, lik: elemental lire, in boundleſs eva- 

poration; he would languith in perpetual inſenſi- 


2 bility 3 
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übility; and though he might perhaps, in the firſt 
vigour of youth, amuſe himſelf with the freſh en- 
joyments of life, yet, when curioſity ſhould ceaſe, 
and alacrity ſubſide, he would abandon himſelf to 
the fluctuations of chance, without expecting help 
againſt any calamity, or feeling any wiſh for the 
happineſs of others. | | 


To loveall men is our duty, fo far as it includes 
a general habit of benevolence, and readineſs of oc- 
caſional kindneſs; but to love all equally is impoſ- 

ble: at leaſt impoſſible, without the extinction of 
thoſe paſſions which now produce all our pains, and 
all our pleaſures; without the diſuſe, if not the a- 


bolition of ſome of our taculties, and the ſuppreſſion 


of all our hopes and fears, in apathy and indifference. 


Tus neceſſities of our condition require a thou- 
ſand offices of tenderneſs, which mere regard for 
the ſpecies will never dictate. Every man has fre- 
quent grievances, which only the ſolicitude of friend- 
{hip will diſcover and remedy, and which would re- 
main for ever unheeded in the mighty heap of hu- 
man calamity, were it only ſurveyed by the eye of 
general benevolence equally attentive to every mi- 
icry. | 


THE great community of mankind is therefore 
- neceflarily broken into ſmaller independent ſocieties 3 
theſe form diſtinct intereſts, which are too frequent- 
ly oppoſed to each other, and which they who have 
entered into the league of particular governments 
fallely think it virtue to promote, however deſtruc- 


tive to the happineſs of the reſt of the world. 


Such unions are again ſeparated into ſubordinate 
clailes and combinations, and ſocial life is perpe- 
tually-branched out into minuter ſubdiviſions, till 
It terminates in the laſt ramifications of private 
friendihip. | 
| | Tur 
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THarT friendſhip may at once be fond and laſt- 
ing, it has been already obſerved in theſe papers, 
that a conformity of inclinations is neceſſary. No 
man can have much kindneſs for him by whom he 
does not believe himſelf eſteemed, and nothing ſo 
evidently proves eſteem as imitation, 


THAT benevolence is always ſtrongeſt which a- 
riſes from participation of the ſame pleaſures, fince 
we are naturally moſt willing to revive in our minds 
the memory of perſons, with whom the idea of en- 
joyment is connected. 


Ir is commonly, therefore, to little purpoſe, that 
any one endeavours to ingratiate himſelf with ſuch 
as he cannot accompany in their amuſements and 
diverſions. Men have been known to riſe to favour 
and to fortune, only by being ſkilful in the ſports 
with which their patron happened to be delighted, 
by concurring with his taſte for ſome particular 
ſpecies of curiolities, by reliſhing the ſame wine, or 
applauding the ſame cookery. 


EveN thoſe whom wiſdom or virtue have placed 
above regard to ſuch petty recommendations, muſt 
nevertheleſs be gained by ſimilitude of manners. 
The higheſt and nobleſt enjoyment of familiar life, 
the communication of knowledge, and reciprocation 
of ſentiments, muſt always preſuppoſe a diſpoſition 


to the fame inquiry, and delight in the ſame diſco- 
veries. 


WITH what ſatis faction could the politician lay 
his ſchemes for the reformation of laws, or his com- 
pariſons of different forms of government, before 
the chemiſt, who has never accuſtomed his thoughts 
to any other object than ſalt and ſulphur ? or how 
could the aſtronomer, in explaining his calculations 
and conjæctures, endure the coldnets of a gramma- 
rian, who would loſe fight of Jupiter, and all his 

Y 3 ſatel ites, 
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fatellites, for a happy etymology of an obſcure 
word, or a better explication of a controverted line. 


EvERY man loves merit of the fame kind with 
bis own, when it is not likely to hinder his advance- 


ment or his reputation; for he not only beſt under- 


ſtands the worth of thoſe qualities which he labours 
to cultivate, or the uſcfulneſs of the art which he 
practiſes with ſucces, but always feels a reflected 
pleaſure from the praiſes, which, though given to 
another, belong equally to himſelf. 


THERE is indeed no need of reſearch and refine- 
ment to diſcover that men muſt generally ſelect 
their companions from their own ſtate of life, ſince 
there are not many minds furniſhed tor great va- 
riety of convertation, or adapted to multiplicity of 
intellectual entertainments. 


vs 


Tre failor, the academic, the lawyer, the me- 
chanic, and the courticr, have all a caſt of talk pe- 
culiar to their own traternity, have fixed their at- 
tention upon the fame events, have been engaged 
in affairs of the fame fort, and make uſe of allu- 
ſions and illuſtrations, which themielves only can 
underſtand, 


To be infected with the jargon of a particular 
profeſſion, and to know only the language of a 
ſingle rank of mortals, is indeed ſufficiently deſpi— 
cable. But as limits mutt be always ſet to the ex- 


curſions of the human mind, there will be ſome ſtu- 


dy which every man more zealoufly protecures, ſome 


darling fuljc& on which he is principally plea- 
{ed to converte; and he that can moſt inform or 
beſt underſtand him, will n, be welcomed 
with particular regard. 


Sucz partality is not wholly to be avoided, nor 
is it culpable, unlels ſuflered ſo far to predominate 
as 
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as to produce averſion from every other kind of ex- 
cellence, and to ſhed the luſtre of diſſimilar virtues. 
Thoſe, therefore, whom the lot of life has conjoin- 
| ed, ſhould endeavour conſtantly to approach to- 
wards the inclination of each other, invigorate 


every motion of concurrent defire, and fan every 
| {park of kindred curioſity. 


IT has been juſtly obſerved, that diſcord general- 
41 ly operates in little things; it is inflamed to its ut- 
moſt vehemence by contrariety of taſte, oftener than 

of principles; and might therefore cemmonly be 
avoided by innocent conformity, which, if it was 

| not at firit the motive, ought always to be the con- 
| ſequence of indiſſoluble union. 


— 
. 2 
* * 


NuMB. 100. SATURDAY, March 2. 1751. 


*Omne vaſer vitium ridenti Flaccus amico 
Tangit, et admiſſus circum precordia luiit. PERSIus. 


Horace, with fly infinuatiag grace, 
Laugh'd at his friend, and look'd him in the face; 
| Would raile a blath where ſecret vice he found, 
And tickle while he gently prob'd thc wonnd. 
With ſecming innocence the crowd beguil'd ; 
. But made the deſp'rate patties, when he ſin l'd. 
| DK YDt Ns 
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- 7 very many well-ditpoſed perſons, by the un- 

avoidable necefii:y of their affairs, are fo un- 

r forrunare as to be totally buried in the country, 

l where they labour under the moſt deplorable igno- 
rance of what is tranſacting among the polite part 
of mankind, I cannot help thinking, that, as a pu- 


P blic writer, you ſhould take the caſe of theſe ti uly 
: compaſſionable objects under your conſidera ien. 
$ TazsB 
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TnkEsg unhappy languiſhers in obſcurity ſhould 
be furniſhed with ſuch accounts of the employments 
of people of the world, as may engage them in 
their ſeveral remote corners to a laudable imita- 
tion; or, at leaſt, ſo far inform and prepare them, 
that if by any joyful change of ſituation they ſhould 
be ſuddenly tranſported into the gay ſcene, they 
may not gape, and wonder, and ſtare, and be utter- 
ly at a loſs how to behave and make a proper ap- 
pearance in it. . 

Ir is inconceivable how much the welfare of all 
the country-towns in the kingdom might be pro- 
moted, if you would uſe your charitable endeavours 
to raiſe in them a noble emulation of the manners 
and cuſtoms of higher lite. 

| For this purpoſe you ſhould give a very clear and 
ample deſcription ot the whole ſer of polite acquire- 
ments; a complete hiſtory dt forms, faſhions, fro- 
lics, of routs, drums, hurricanes, balls, aflemblies, 
ridoitos, maſquerades, auctions, plays, operas, 
puppet ſhows, and bear gardens; of all thote de- 
lighis which profitably engage the attention of the 
moiſt. ſublime characters, aud by which they have 
brought to ſuch amazing perfection the whole art 
and myſtery of paſſing day after day, weck after 
weck, and year after year, without the heavy aſſiſt- 
ance of any one thing that tormal creatures are 
pleaſed to call uſeful and neceſſary. 


In giving due inſtructions through what ſteps to 
attain this ſummit of human excellence, you may 
add ſuch irreſiſtible arguments in its favour, as mult 
convince numbers, who, in other inſtances, do not 
ſeem to want natural underſtanding, of the unac- 
countable error of ſuppoſing they were ſent into the 
world tor any other purpoſe but to flutter, ſport, 
and ſhine. For, after all, nothing can be clearer 
than that an everlaſting round of diverſion, _ 
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the more lively and hurrying the bett er, is the moſt 
important end of human life. 
=» 

IT is really prodigious, ſo much as the-world is 
improved, that there thould in theſe days be perſons 
ſo ignorant and ſtupid as to think it neceſſary to 
miſpend their time, and trouble their heads about 
any thing elſe than purſuing the preſent fancy for 
what elſe is worth living for? 


Ir is time enough ſurely to think of conſequen- 
ces when they come and as for the antiquated no- 
tions of duty, they are not to be met with in any 
French novel, or any book one ever looks into, 
but derived almoſt wholly from the writings of au- 
thors who lived a vaſt many ages ago, and who, as 
they were totally without any idea of thoſe accom- 
pliſhments which now characteriſe people of diſtinc- 
tion, have been for ſome time ſinking apace into 
utter contempt. Ir does not appear that even their 
molt zealous admirers, for ſome partizans of his 
own ſort every writer will have, can pretend to ſay 
they were ever at one ridotto. 


IN the important article of diverſions, the cere- 
monial of vilits, the ecſtatic delight of unfriendly 
intimacies, and unmeaning civilities, they are abſo- 
lutely ſilent. Blunt truth, and downright honefty, 
plain clothes, ſtaying at home, hard work, few 
words, and thoſe unenlivened with cenſure or double 
meaning, are what they recommend as the orna- 
ments and pleaſures of life. Little oaths, polite diſ- 
ſimulation, tea- table ſcandal, delightful indolence, 
the glitter of fiery, the triumph ot precedence, the 
enchantments of flattery, they ſeem to have had 
no notion of, and I cannot but laugh to think what 
a ſigure they would have made in a drawing- room, 
and how frighted they would have looked at A 
gaming-table, 

Tur 
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TRE noble zeal of patriotiſm that diſdains autho- 
rity, and tramples on laws for ſport, was ablolute- 
ly the averſion of theſe tame wretches. 


INPpEED one cannot diſcover any one thing they 

pretend to teach people, but to be wiſe, and good; 
acquirements infinitely below the conſideration of 
perſons of taſt e and ſpirit, who know how to ſpend 
their time to fo much better purpoſe. 


 AmMoNe other admirable improvements, pray, 
Mr Rambler, do not forget to inlarge on the very 
extenſive benefit of playing at cards on Sundays, a 
practice of ſuch infinite uſe, that we may modeſtly 


expect to ſee it prevail univerſally in all parts of this 


kingdom. 


To perſons of faſhion, the advantage is obvious, 
becauſe as for ſome ſtrange reaſon or other, which 
no fine gentleman or fine lady has yet been able to 
penetrate, there is neither play, nor maſquerade, 
nor bottled conjurer, nor any other thing worth 
living for, to be had on a Sunday, if it were not 
for the charitable aſſiſtance of whiſt or bragg, the 
genteel part of mankind muſt, one day in ſeven, 
neceſſarily ſuffer a total extinction of being. 


No are the perſons of high rank the only gain- 
ers by 10 falutary a cuſtom, which extends its good 
influence, in ſome degree, to the lower orders of 
people; but were it quite general, how much better 
and happier would the world be than it is even now? 


Tis hard upon poor creatures, be they ever ſo 


mean, to deny them thoſe enjoyments and liberties 
which are equally open for all. Yet if ſervants 
were taught to go to church on this day, ſpend 
fome part of it in reading or receiving inſtruction 
in a family way, and the reſt in mere friendly con— 
verlation, the poor wretches would infallibly take 

| | it 
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it into their heads, that they were obliged to be ſo- 


ber, modeſt, diligent, and faithful to their maſters 
and miſtreſſes. 


Now, ſurely no one of common pr udence or hu- 
manity would wiſh their domeſtics infected with 
ſuch ſtrange and primitive notions, or laid under 
ſuch unmerciful reſtraints: all which may, in a 
great meaſure, be prevented by the prevalence of 
the good-humoured faſhion that I would have you 
recommend. For when the lower kind of people 
ſee their betters with a truly laudable ſpirit, infult- 
ing and flying in the face of thoſe rude, ill-bred dic- 
tators, piety and the laws, they are thereby excited 
and admonithed, as far as actions can admoniſh and 
excite, and taught that they too have an equal right 
of ſetting them at defiance in ſuch inſtances as their 

particular neceſſities and inclinations may require; 
and thus is the liberty of the whole human tpecies 
mightily improved and enlarged. 


In ſhort, Mr Rambler, by a faithful repreſenta- 
tion of the numberleſs benefits of a modith life, you 
will have done your part in promoting what every 
body feems to confeſs the true purpoſe of human 
exiſtence, perpetual diſſipation. 


By encouraging people to employ their whole at- 
tention on trifles, and make amuſement their ſole 


ſtudy, you will teach them how to avoid many very 
unealy reflections. 


ALI. the ſoft feelings of humanity, the ſympa- 
thies of friendſhip, all natural temptations to the 
care of a family, and folicitude about the good or 
of others, with the whole train of domeſtic and 
ſoclal acftCtions, which create ſuch daily anxieties 
and embarraſiments, will be happily ſtifled and ſup- 
preſſed in a round of perpetual delights ; and all ſe- 
rious thoughts, but particularly that of hereafter, be 
banithed out of the world; a moſt perplexing ap- 

; | prehenſion, 
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prehenſion, but luckily a moſt groundleſs one too, = 
as It is Io very clear a caſe, that nobody ever dies. di 
am, &c. 8 
C HARIESS A. 
— . 1 
NuMms. 101. TutsDay, March 5. 1751. 15 
Mella. jubes' Hyblea tibi vel Hymettia naſci, is 
Et thyma Cecropiæ Corſica penis api. Mar. te 
Alas! dear Sir, you try in vain, la 
Impoſſibilities to gain; Th 
No bee from Corſica's rank juice, K. 
Hyblean honey can produce. F. LEwIS. 
To the RAM B LE R. 4 
| 81ER, re 
H A VING, by ſeveral years of continual ſtudy, h. 
treaſured in my mind a great number of prin- ar 
ciples and ideas, and obtained, by frequent exerciſe, fi 
the power of applying them with propricty, and P1 
combiningthem with readineſs, I reſolved to quit the al 
univerſity, where I conſidered myſelf as a gem hid- 
den in the mine, and to mingle in the crowd of 
public fe. I was naturally attracted by the com- ar 
pany of thoſe who were of the ſame age with my- ſe 
ſelf, and finding that my academical gravity con- ar 
tributed very little to my reputation, applied my of 
faculties to jocularity and burleſque. Thus, in a * 0 
ſhort time, I had heated my imagination to ſuch a ne 
ſtate of activity and ebullition, that upon every oc- of 
caſion, it fumed away in burſts of wit, and evapora- th 
tions of gaicty. I became on a ſudden the idol of {t 
the coffee houſe; was in one winter ſolicited to ac- 
cept the preſident{hip of five clubs ; was dragged by 
violence to every new play, and quoted in every 30 
controverſy upon theatrical merit; was in every to 
ublic place ſurrounded by a multitude of humble W. 
( Jauditors, who retailed in other places of reſort my a 
” maxims and my jeſts, and was boaſted as their inti- tic 
mate and companion by many, who had no other in 


pretenſions 
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pretenſions to my acquaintance, than that they had 
drank chocolate in the ſame room. 


Lou will not wandes; Mr n that I 
mention my ſucceſs with ſome appearance of tri- 
umph and elevation. Perhaps no kind of ſuperio- 
rity is more flattering or alluring than that which 
is conferred by the powers of converſation, by ex- 
temporaneous ſprightlineſs of fancy, copiouſneſs of 
language, and fertility of ſentiment. In other exer- 
tions of genius, the greater part of the praiſe is un- 
known and unenjoyed; the writer, indeed, ſpreads 
his reputation to a wider extent, but receives little 
pleaſure or advantage from the diffuſion of his name, 
and only obtains a kind of nominal {overcignty over 
regions which pay no tribute. The colloquial wit 
has always his own radiance reflected on himſelf, 
and enjoys all the pleaſure which he beſtows ; he 
finds his power conteſted by every one that ap- 
proaches him, fees friendſhip kindling with rapture, 
and attention ſwelling into praiſe, 


Tux deſire which every man feels of importance 
and eſteem, is ſo much gratified by finding an aſ- 
ſembly, at his entrance, brightened with gladneſs, 
and huſhed with expectation, that the recollection: 
of ſuch diſtinctions can ſcarcely fail to be pleaſing 
 whenloever it is innocent. And my conſcience does 
not reproach me with any mean or criminal effects 
of vanity ; ſince I always employed my influence on 
the ſide of virtue, and never ſacrificed my under- 
ſtanding or my religion to the pleaſure of applauſe. 


THERE were many whom either the deſire of en- 
joying my pleaſantry, or the pride of being thought 
to enjoy it, brought often into my company; but I 
was careſſed in a particular manner by Demochares, 
a gentleman of a large eſtate, and a liberal diſpoſi] 
tion. My fortune being by no mans exuberant, 
inclined me to be pleated with a friend who was 


VorL. II. 2 j wuling 
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willing to be entertained at his own charge. I be- 


came by daily invitations habituated to his table, 
and as he believed my acquaintance neceflary to 
the character of elegance, which he was defirous of 
eſtabliſhing, I lived in all the luxury of aMuence, 
without expence or dependence, and paſſed my life 
in a perpetual reciprocation of pleafure with men 


brought together by ſimilitude of accompliſhments, 
or deſire of improvement. 


Bo r all power has its ſphere of activity, beyond 
which it produces no effect. Demochares being call- 
ed by his affairs into the country, imagined that he 


ſhould increaſe his popularity by coming among his 


neighbours accompanied by a man whoſe abilities 
were ſo generally allowed. The report preſently 
ſpread through halt the county, that Demochares was 
arrived, and had brought with him the celebrated 
Hilarius, by whom ſuch merriment would be excited, 
as had never been enjoyed or conceived before. 
I knew, indeed, the purpoſe for which I was invited 
and as men do not look diligently out for poſlible 
miſcarriages, was pleaſed to find myſelf courted up- 
on principles of intereſt, and confidered as capable 
of reconciling factions, compoſing feuds, and uniting 
a whole province in ſocial happineſs. 


/ Arr a few days ſpent in adjuſting his dome- 
ſic regulations, Demochares invited all the gentle- 
men of his neighbourhood to dinner, and did not 
forget to hint how much my preſence was expected 
to heighten the pleaſure of the feaſt. He informed 


me what prejudices my reputation had raiſed in my 


favour, and repreſented the ſatisfaction with which 
he ſhould ſee me kindle up the blaze of merriment, 
and ſhould remark the various effects that my fire 
would have upon ſuch diverſity of matter. 


Tuis declaration, by which he intended to quick- 
en my vivacity, filled me with ſolicitude. I felt an 
| | | ambition 
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ambition of ſhining, which I never knew before; 
and was there tore embarraſſed with an unuſual fear 
of diſgrace. I paſſed the night in planning out to 
myſelf the converſation of the coming day; recol- 
lected all my topics of raillery, propoſed proper ſub- 
jects of ridicule, prepared ſmart replies to a thou- 
ſand queſtions, accommodated anſwers to imaginary 
Fepartees, and formed a magazine of remarks, 
apophthegms, tales, and illuſtrations. 


Taz morning broke at laſt in the midſt of theſe 
buſy meditations. I roſe with the palpitations of a 
champion on the day of combat; and, notwith- 
ſtanding all my efforts, found my ſpirits ſunk under 
the weight of expectation. The company ſoon after 
be gan to drop in, and every one, at his entrance, was 
introduced to Hilarius. What conception the in- 
habitants of this region had formed of a wit, I can- 
not yet diſcover ; but obſerved that they all ſeemed, 
after the regular exchange of compliments, to turn 
away diſappointed ; and that while we waited for din- 
ner, they caſt their eyes, firſt upon me, and then up- 
7 ay other, like a theatrical aſſembly waiting for 
a ſhew. 


„ 


FRo u the uneaſineſs of this ſituation, I was relie- 
ved by the dinner; and as every attention was taken up 
by the buſineſs of the hour, I ſunk quietly to a levet 
with the reſt of the company. But no ſooner were the 
diſhes removed, than inſtead of cheerful confidence 
and familiar pratile, an univerſal ſilence again ſhew- 
ed their expectation of fume unuſual performance. 
My friend endeavoured to rouſe them by healths and 
queſtions, but they anſwered him with great brevity, 
and immediately relapſed into their former taciturnity. 


I HaD waited in hope of ſome opportunity to di- 
vert them, but could find no paſs opened for a 
ſingle ſally; and who can be merry without an object 
of mirth ? After a few faint efforts, which produ- 
| 42 2 ced 
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ced neither applauſe nor oppoſition, I was content 
to mingle with the maſs, to put round the glaſs in 
filence, and ſolace my ſelf with my own contempla- 
tions. 


Mr friend looked round him; the gueſts ſtared 
at one another; and if now and then a few 1ylla- 
bles were uttered with timidity and hefitation, there 
was none ready to make any reply. All our facul- 
ties were frozen, and every minute took away from 
our capacity of pleaſing, and diſpoſition to be plea- 
ſed. Thus patled the hours to which ſo much hap- 
pineſs was decreed; the hours which had, by a kind 
of open ' proclamation, been devoted to wit, to 
mirth, and to Hilarius, _ | 
Arx laſt the night came on, and the neceſſity of 
_ parting freed us from the perſecutions of each other. 
I heard them as they walked along the court mur- 
muring at the loſs of the day, and enquiring whe- 

ther any man would pay a ſecond viſit to a houſe 
haunted by a wit. 


DE MocHaAREs, whoſe benevolence is greater than 
his penetration, having flattered his hopes with the 
ſecondary honour which he was to gain by my 
ſprightlineſs and elegance, and the affection with 
which he ſhould be followed for a perpetual ban- 
quet of gaity, was not able to conceal his vexation 
and reſentment, nor would eaſily be convinced, 
that I had not ſacrificed his intereſt to ſullenneſs and 
caprice, had ſtudiouſly endeavoured to diſguſt his 
gueſts, and ſuppreſſed my powers of delighting, in 
obitinate and premeditated filence. I am informed, 
that the reproach of their ill reception is divided by 
the gentlemen of the country between us ; ſome be- 
ing of opinion, that my friend is deluded by an im- 
poſtor, who, though he has found ſome art of gain- 
ing his favour, is atraid to ſpeak before men of more 
Penetration; and others concluding, that I think 

| only 


No. 102. THE R AMB LER. 257 


only London the proper theatre of my abilities, and 
diſdain to exert my genius for the praiſe of ruſtics. 


I BELIEVE, Mr Rambler, that it has ſometimes 
happened to others, who have the good or ill for- 
tune to be celebrated for wits, to fall under the ſame 
cenſures upon the like occaſions. I hope therefore 
that you will prevent my miſrepreſentations of ſuch 
failures, by remarking, that invention is not wholly 
at the command of its poſſeſſor; that the power of 
pleaſing is very often obſtructed by the defire 3 
that all expeCtatioa leſſens ſurprize, yet ſome ſurprize 
is neceſſary to gaiety; and that thoſe who deſire to 
partake of the pleaſure of wit, muſt contribute to 
its production, fince the mind ſtagnates without 
external ventilation, and that efferveſcence of the 
fancy, which flaſhes into tranſport, can be raiſed 
only by the etfuſion of diſſimilar ideas. 


8 
3 8 


NuMs. 102. SATURDAY, March 9. 175 1. 


Ipſa guogue aſſiduo labuntur tempora motu 

Non ſecus ac flumen : negue enim conſiſtere flumen, 
Nec levis hora poteſt ; ſed ut unda impellitur unda, 
Urgeturque prior veniente, urgetque priorem, 
Tempora fic ſugiunt pariter, pariterque ſequuntur. 

| OviD, 

With conſtant motion as the moments glide, 
Behold in running lite the rolling tide! 

For none can ſtem by art, or ſtop by pow'r, 

The flowing ocean, or the fleeting hour; 

But wave by wave purſu'd arrives on ſhore, 

And each impell'd behind impels before: 

So time on time revolving we delcry ; 

So minutes follow, and to minutes fly. 
| ' ELPRINSTON.. 


* IF E,“ fays Seneca, “ is a voyage, in the 
8 progreis of waich, we are perpetually 
“ changing our ſcenes : we firſt leave childhood be- 
„ hind us, then youth, then the years of ripened 

2 3 „manhood, 
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<. manhood, then the better and more pleaſing part 
« of old age.“ The peruſal of this paſſage having 
excited in me a train of reflections on the ſtate of. 
man, the inceſſant fluctuation. of his withes, the 
gradual change of his diſpoſition to all external ob- 
jects, and the thoughtleſſneſs with which he floats. N 
along the ſtream of time, I ſunk into a ſlumber a- t 
midſt my meditations, and, on a ſudden, found my 1 
ears filled with the tumult of labour, the ſhouts of b 
alacrity, the fhrieks of alarm, the whiſtle of winds, v 
and the daſh of waters. v 


My aſtoniſhment for a time repreſſed my curio- 
fity ; but ſoon recovering myſelf fo far as to enquire 
whither we were going, and what was the cauſe of 
tuch clamour and contuſion, I was told that they 
were launching out into the ocean of liſe; that we 
had already paſled the ſtreights of infancy, in which 
multitudes had periſhed, ſome by the weakneis and. 
fragility of their veſſels, and more by the folly, per- 
verienels, or negligence, of thoſe who undertook to 
ſteer chem; and that we were now on the main ſea, | 
abandoned to the winds and billows, without any | 
other means of ſecurity than the care of the pilot, | 
_ whom it was always in our power to chooſe among 

great numbers that offered their direction and: 
alliltance. | | 


7 


I THEN looked round with anxious eagerneſs; 
and lir{t turning my eyes behind me, ſaw a ſtream. 
flowing through Yowery iflands, which every one 
that failed along ſeemed to bebold with pleaſure; 
but no fooner touched, than the current, which, 
though not noiſy or turbulent, was yet irrefiſtible, 
bore him away, L-yond theſe iflands all was dark- 
nels, nor could any of the paſſepgers deſcribe the 


More at which he firſt embarked, 


BEroRE me, and each other fide, was an expanſe 
of waters violently agitated, and covered with ſo 
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thick a miſt, that the moſt perſpicacious eye couic 


ſee but a little way. It appeared to be full of rocks 
and whirlpools; for many funk unexpectedly, while 
they were courting the gale with full ſaiis, and 
inſulting thoſe whom they had left behind. 80 
numerous indeed were the dangers, and ſo thick. 
the darkneſs, that no caution couid confer ſecurity. 
Vet there were many, who, by falſe intelligence, 
betrayed their followers into whirlpools, or by 
violence puſhed thoſe whom they found in their 
way againſt che rocks. 1 

THe current was invariable and inſurmountable; 
but though it was impoſſible to jail againſt it, or 0 
return to the place that was once patled, yet it was 
not ſo violent as to allow no opportunities tor dex- 
terity or courage, ſince, though none could retreat 
back from danger, yet they might often avoid it 
by oblique direction. 


IT was, however, not very common to ſteer with 
much card or prudence ;. tor by tome univerial infa- 
tuation, every man. appeared to think himſelf ſafe, 
though be ſaw his conſorts every moment ſinking 
round him: and no ſooner had the waves cloſed 
over them, than their fate and their miſcondutt were 
forgotten; the voyage was purſucd with the ſame 
jocund confidence; every man congratulated him- 
ſelf upon the ſoundneſs of his veſſel, and believed 
himſelf able to ſtem the whirlpool in which his friend 


was ſwallowed, or glide over the rocks on which he 


was daſhed. Nor was it often obſerved, that the ſight 
of a wreck made any man change his courſe: if he 
turned aſide for a moment, he ſoon forgot the rud- 


der, and left himſelf again to the diſpoſal of chance. 


Tarts negligence did not proceed from indiffe- 
rence, or from wearineſs of their preſent condition, 


for not one of thoſe who thus ruthed upon deſtruc- 


don, failed, when he was ſinking, to call loudly: 
upon 
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upon his aſſociates for that help which could not 


now be given him; and many ſpent their laſt mo- 
ments in cautioning others againſt the folly by which 


they were intercepted in the midſt of their courſe. 


Their benevolence was ſometimes praiſed, but their 
admonitions were unregarded. 


Tart veſſels in which we had embarked being 


confeſſedly une qual to the turbulence of the ſtream 


of life, were viſibly impaired in the courſe of the 
voyage; ſo that every paſſenger was certain, that 
how long ſoever he might, by favourable accidents, 
or by inceſſant vigilance, be preſerved, he mult fink 
at laſt, | , 
Tunis neceſſity of periſhing might have been ex- 
pected to ſadden the gay, and intimidate the daring 
at leaſt to keep the melancholy and timorous in per- 


petual torments, and hinder them from any enjoy- 


ment of the varieties and gratifications which nature 
offered them as the ſolace of their labours ; yet in 
effect none ſeemed leſs to expect deſtruction than 
thoſe to whom it was moſt dreadful. They all had 
the art of concealing their danger from themſelves; 
and thoſe who knew their inability to bear the ſight 
of the terrors that embarraſſed their way, took care 
never to look forward, but found ſome amuſement 
for the preſent moment, and generally entertained 
themſelves by playing with Zope, who was the con- 
ſtant aſſociate of the voyage of life. 


YET all that Hope ventured to promiſe, even to 
thoſe whom ſhe favoured moſt, was, not that they 
ſhould eſcape, but that they ſhould fink laſt; and 
with this promiſe every. one was fatisfied, though, 
he laughed at the reſt for ſeeming to believe it. 
Hope indeed apparently mocked the credulity of 
her companions; for in proportion as their veſſels 


grew leaky. ſhe redoubled her aflurances of ſafety; 


and none were more buſy in making proviſions for. 
<> 
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a long voyage, than they whom all but themſelves 
{aw likely to periſh ſoon by irreparable decay. 


Ix the midſt of the current of life was the gulph 
of Intemperance, a dreadful whirlpool, interſperſed 
with rocks, of which the pointed crags were con- 
cealed under water, and the tops covered with herb- 
age, on which Eaſe ſpread couches of repole, and 
with ſhades, where Pleaſure warbled the ſong of 
invitation, Within fight of theſe rocks all who 
failed on the ocean ot life muſt neceflarily pals. 
Reafon, indeed, was always at hand to ſteer the paſ- 
ſengers through a narrow outlet by which they 
might eſcape; but very few could, by her intreaties 
or remonſtrances, be induced to put the rudder 
into her hand, without ſtipulating that ſhe ſhould 
approach ſo near unto the rocks of Pleaſure, that 
they might ſolace themſelves with a thort enjoyment 
of that delicious region, after which they always de- 
termined to purſue their courſe without any other 
deviation. 


RE ASO NM was too often prevailed upon ſo far 
by theſe promiſes, as to venture her charge within the 


eddy of the gulph of Intemperance, where, indeed, 


the circumvolution was weak, but yet interrupted 
the courſe of the veſſel, and drew it, by inſenſible 
rotations, towards the centre. She then repented 
her temerity, and with all her force endeavoured 
to retreat; but the draught of the gulph was gene- 
rally too ſtrong to be overcome; and the paſſenger, 
having danced in circles with a pleaſing and giddy 
velocity, was at laſt overwhelmed and loſt. Thoſe 
few whom Reaſon was able to cxtricate, generally 
ſuffered ſo many ſhocks upon the points which thot 
out from the rocks of Pleaſure, that they were un- 
able to continue- their courſe with the ſame 
ſtrength and facility as before, but floated along 
timorouſly and feebly, endangered by every breeze, 
and ſhancred by every ruffle of the water, till they 


ſunk, 
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ſunk, by ſlow degrees, after long ſtruggles, and in- 


numerable expedients, always repining at their own 


folly, and warning others againſt the firſt approach 
of the gulph of Intemperance. 8 


Tukexx were artiſts who profeſſed to repair the 
breaches and ſtop the leaks of the veſſels which had 
been ſhattered on the rocks of Pleaſure. Many ap- 
peared to have great confidence in their {kill, and 
ſome, indeed, were preſerved by it trom tinking, 
who had received only a ſingle blow; but I remark» 
ed, that few veſſels laſted long which had been much 
repaired, nor was it found that the artiſts them- 
ſelves continued afloat longer than thoſe who had 
leaſt of their aſſiſtance. 


THE only advantage which, in the voyage of 
life, the cautious had above the negligent, was, that 
they ſunk later, and more ſuddenly ; for they paſſ- 
ed forward till they had ſometimes ſeen all thoſe in 
whoſe company they had iflued from the ſtreights 
of infancy, per iſh in the way, and at laſt were over- 
ſet by a croſs breeze, without the toil of reſiſtance, 
or the anguifh of expectation. But ſuch as had of- 
ten fallen againſt the rocks of Pleafure, commonly 
ſubſided by ſenſible degrees, contended long with 
the entroaching waters, and haraſſed themſelves by 


labours, that ſcarce Hope herſelf could flatter with 
ſucceſs. | 


As I was looking upon the various fate of the 
wultiude about me, I was ſuddenly alarmed with 
an admonition from ſome unknown Power, © Gaze 
„ not idly upon others when thou thyſelf art ſink- 
„ wg. Whence is this thoughtleis tranquillity 
« when thou and they are equally endangered ?” 
I looked, and fſeving the gulph of Intemperance be- 
Foxe me, ſtarted and awaked. | 


Nou us. 
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Soire volunt ſecreta domus, atque inde timeri, TJuvs 

They ſearch the ſecrets of the honſe, and ſo 

Are worſhipp'd there, and fear'd for what they 
know. D&YDt Ne 


FYIURIOSITY is one of the permanent and 
certain characteriſtics of a vigorous intellect, 
Every advance into knowledge opens new proſpects, 
and produces new incitements to further progreſs. 
All the attainments poſſible in our preſent ſtate are 
evidently inadequate to our capacities of enjoyment z 
conqueſt ſerves no purpoſe but that of kindling am- 
bition, diſcovery has no effect but of raiſing expec- 
tation; the gratification of one deſire encourages 
another, and, after all our labours, ſtudies, and en- 
quiries, we are continually at the fame diſtance 
from the completion of our ſchemes, have ſtill ſome 
wiſh importunate to be ſatisfied, and ſome faculty 
reſtleſs and turbulent for want of its enjoyment. 


Tax deſire of knowledge, though often animated 
by extrinſic and adventitious motives, ſeems on ma- 
ny occaſions to operate without fubc- dination to 
any other principle; we are eager to fee and hear, 
without intention of referring our obſervations to 
a farther end; we climb a mountain for a proſpect 


View nature in nakedneſs, or magnificence in ruins z 
we are equally allured by novelty of every kind, by 
a deſart or a palace, a cataract or a cavern, by every 
thing rude, and every thing poliſhed, every thing 
great, and every thing little; we do not fee a thicket 
but with ſome temptation to enter it, nor remark 
an inſect flying before us but with an inclination to 
purſue it. | 


THIS. 
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Tris paſſion is, perbaps, regularly heightened 
in proportion as the powers of the mind are eleva— 
ted and enlarged. Lucan therefore introduces Ce- 
far ſpeaking with dignity ſuitable to the grandeur 
of his deſigns, and the extent of his capacity, when 
he declares to the high prieſt of Egypt, that he has 

no defire equally powerful with that of finding the 
origin of the Nile; and that he would quit all the 
projects of the civil war for a ſight of thoſe foun- 
tains which had been ſo long concealed. And Ho- 
mer, when he would furniſh the Sirens with a 
temptation, to which his hero, renowned for wiſ- 
dom, might yield without diſgrace, makes them de- 
clare, that none ever departed from them but with 
increaſe of knowledge. 


Tukkx is, indeed, ſcarce any kind of ideal ac- 
quirement which may not be applicd to ſome uſe, 
or which may not at leaſt gratity pride with occa- 
fional ſuperiority ; but whoever attends the motions 
of his own mind will find, that upon the firſt ap-. 
pearance of an object, or the firſt ſtart of a que- 
ſtion, his inclination to a nearer view, or more ac— 
curate diſcuſſion, precedes all thoughts of profit, or 
of competition; and that his defires take wing by in- 
ſtantaneous impulſe, though their flight may be in- 
vigorated, or their efforts renewed, by ſubſequent 
conſiderations. The gratification of curioſity ra- 
ther frees us from uneaſineſs than confers pleaſure 
we are more pained by ignorance than delighted by 
inſtruction. Curioſity is the thirſt of the ſoul; it 
flames and torments us, and makes us taſte every 
thing with joy, however otherwiſe inſipid, by which 
it may be quenched. 


IT is evident that the earlieſt ſearchers after know- 
ledge muſt have propoſed knowledge only as their 
reward; and that ſcience, though perhaps the nur- 
ſling of intereſt, was the daughter of curioſity : for 
who can believe that they who tirſt watched the 

courle 
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courſe of the ſtars, foreſaw the uſe of their diſco- 
veries to the facilitation of commerce, or the men- 
ſuration of time? They were delighted with the 
ſplendor of the nocturnal ſkies, they found that the 
lights changed their places; what they admired they 
were anxious to underſtand, and in time traced 
their revolutions. 


THERE are, indeed, beings in the form of men, 
who appear ſatisfied with their intellectual poitel- 
fions, and ſeem to live without delire of enlarging 
their conceptions; before whom the world paſles 
without notice, and who are equally unmoved by 
nature or by art. 


Tuts negligence is ſometimes only the tempora- 
ry effect of a predominant paſſion a lover finds no 
inclination to travel any path, but that which leads 
to the habitation of his miſtreſs; a trader can ſpare 
little attention to common occurrences, when his 
fortune is endangered by a ſtorm. It is frequently 
the conſequence of a total immerſion in ſenſuality : 
corporeal pleaſures may be indulged till the memory 
of every other kind of happineſs is obliterated ; the 
mind long hahituated to a lethargic and quieſcent 
ſtare, is unwilling to wake to the toll of thinking; 
and though the may ſometimes be diſturbed by the 
obtruſion of new ideas, ſhrinks back again to igno- 
rance and reſt, 


Bur, indeed, if we except them to whom the 
continual tatk of procuring the ſupports of life, de- 
nics all opportunities of deviation from their own 
narrow track, the number of ſuch as live without 
the ardour of enquiry, 1s very ſmall, though many 
content themſelves with cheap amuſements, and 
waſte their lives in reſearches of no importance. 


THERE is no ſnare more dangerous to buſy and 
excurſive minds, than tue cobwebs of petty inquiſi- 
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tiveneſs, which entangle them in trivial employ- 
ments and minute ſtudics, and detain them in a 
middle ſtate between the tediouſneſs of total inacti- 
vity, andthefatigue of laborious efforts, enchant them 
at once with eaſe and novelty, and vitiate them with 
the luxury of learning. {he neceflity of doing 
ſomething, and the fear of undertaking much, ſinks 
the hiſtorian to a genealogitt, the philoſopher to a 
journaliſt of the weather, and the mathematician 
to a conſtructer of dials. 

Ir is happy when thoſe who cannot content 
themſelves to be idle, nor reſolve to be induſtrious, 
are at leaſt employed without injury to others; but 
it ſeldom happens that we can contain ourſelves 
long in a ncutral ſtate, or forbear to fink into vice, 
when we are no longer ſoaring towards virtue. 


NucacuLus was diſtinguiſhed in his earlier 
years by an uncommon livelinefs of imagination, 
quickneis of ſagacity, and extent of knowledge. 
When he entered into life, he applied himſelf with 
particular inquifitivene!'s to examine the various 
motives of human actions, the complicated influ- 
ence of mingled affections, the different modifica- 
tions of intcreſt and ambition, and the various 
cauſes of miicarriage and iucceis both in public and 
private atfairs. 


TrouGa his friends did not diſcover to what 
purpoſe all theſe obſier vations were collected, or 
how Nugaculus would much improve his virtue, or 
his fortune, by an inccflant attention to changes of 
countenance, burſts of inconlideration, fallics of 
paſſion, and all the other caſualitics by which he 
uſed to trace a character; yet they could not deny 
the ſtudy of human nature to be worthy of a wile 
man: they therefore flattered his vanity, applauded 
his eee and liſtened with ſubn:iflive mode- 
ſty to his lectures on the uncertainty of inclination, 
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the weakneſs of reſolves, and the inſtability of tem- 
per, to his account of the various motives which 
agitate the mind, and his ridicule of the modern 
dream of a ruling paſſion, 


Such was the firſt incitement of Nugaculus to a 
cloſe inſpection into the conduct of mankind. He 
had no intereſt in view, and therefore no defign of 
ſupplantation ; he had no malevolence, and there- 
fore detected faults wichout any intention to expoſe 
them; but having once found the art of engaging 
his attention upon others, he had no inclination to 
call it back to himſelf, but has pailed his time in 
keeping a watchful eye upon every riſing character, 
and lived upon a {mall eſtate without any thought of 
increaſing it. 


He is, by continual application, become a gene- 
ral maſter of ſecret hiſt ry, and can give an account 
of the intrigues, private marriages, competitions, 
and ſtratagems of half a century. He knows the 
mortgages upon every man's eſtate, the terms upon 
which every ſpendthrift raiſes his money, the real 
and reputed fortune of every lady, the jointure ſti- 
pulated by every contract, and the expectations of 
every family from maiden aunts and childlets ac- 
quaintances. He can r-late the economy of every 
houſe, knows how much one man's cellar is robbed 
by his butler, and the land of another underlet by 
his ſteward; he can tell where the manor-houſe is 
falling, though large ſums are yearly paid for re- 
pairs; and where the tenants are telling woods with- 
out the conſent of the owner. 


To obtain all this intelligence he is inadvertently 
guilty of a thouſand acts of treachery. He ſees no 
man's ſervant without draining him of his truſt ; he 
enters no family without flattering the children into 
diſcoveries; he is a perpetual ſpy upon the doors of 
his neighbours; and knows, by long experience, at 
| Aa 3 | whatever 
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whatever diſtance, the looks of a creditor, a bor- 
rower, a lover, and a pimp. 


Nv CACUL US is not ill natured, and therefore his 


induſtry has not hitherto been very miſchievous to 
others, or dangerous to himſelf; but ſince he can— 
not enjoy this knowledge but by diſcovering it, and, 
if he had no other motive to loquacity, is obliged 
to traffic like the chemiſts, and purchalc one ſecret 
with another ; he is every day more hated «s he is. 
more known; for he is conſidered by great nun.bers 
as one that has their fame and their happineſs in 
his power, and no man can much love him of whom 
he lives 1a tear, ß 


Thus has an intention, innocent, at firſt, if not 
laudable, the intention of regulating his own beha- 
viour by the experience of others, by an accidental 
declenſion to minuteneſs, betrayed Nugaculus, not 
only to a fooliſh, but vicious waſte of a life which 
might have been honourably paſſed in public ter- 
vices, or domeſtic virtues. He has loſt his original 
intention, and given up his mind to employments 
that ingroſs, but do not improve it. | 


8 
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Nihil eft quod credere de ſe 
Non poſit JovexaL. 


None e'er rejects hyperbolies of praiſe, 


4} hr E apparent inſufficiency of every individual. 
to his own happineſs or ſafety, compels us 
to ſcek from one another aſſiſtance and ſupport. 
The neceflity of joint efforts for the execution of any 
great or extenſive deſign, the variety of powers diſ- 
{cminated in the ſpecies, and the proportion between 

| the 
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the defects and excellencies of different perſons, de- 
mand an interchange of help, and communication 


of intelligence, and by frequent reciprocations of 
beneficence unite mankind in ſociety, and friendſhip. 


IF it can be imagined: that there ever was a time 
when the inhabitants of any country were in a ſtate 
of equality, without diſtinction of rank, or peculi- 
arity of poſſcſſions, it is reaſonable to believe that 
every man was then loved in proportion as he could. 
contribute by his ſtrength, vr his ſkill, to the ſupply 
of natural wants; there was then little room for pee- 
viſh diſlike, or capricious favour; the affection ad- 
mitted into the heart was rather eſteem than ten- 
derneſs; and kindacſs was only. purchaſed by bene- 

fits. But when, by force or policy, by wiſdom or by 
fortune, property and ſuperiority were introduced 
and eſtabliſhed, ſo that many were condemned to 
labour for the ſupport of a few, then they. whoſe 
poficflions ſwelled above their wants, naturally laid. 
out their ſuperfluities upon pleaſure ; and thoſe who 
could not gain friendſhip by neceflary offices, endea» 
voured to promote their intereſt by luxurious yratt- 
fications, ard to create need which they might be: 
courted to ſupply. 


Tax deſires of mankind are much more nume- 
rous than their attainments, and the capacity of 
imagination much larger than actual enjoyment. 
Multitudes are therefore unſatisfied with their allot- 
ment; and he that hopes to improve his condition 
by the favour of another, and either finds no room 
for the exertion of great qualities, or perceives him- 
ſelf excclled by his rivals, will, by other expedients,, 
endeavour to become agreeable where he cannot be 
important, and learn, by degrees, to number. the art 
of pleaſing among the moſt uſeful ſtudies, and moſt. 


- 
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TEHIs art, like others, is cultivated in proportion 
to its uſefulneſs, and will always flouriſh moſt where 
it is moſt rewarded ; for this reaſon we find it prac- 
tiſed, with great aſſiduity, under abſolute govern- 
ments, where honours and riches are in the hands 
of one man, whom all endeavour to propitiate, and 


who ſoon becomes ſo much accuſtomed to compli- 


ance and officiouſneſs, as not eaſily to find, in the 
molt delicate addreſs, that novelty which is neceſ- 
ſary to procure attention. 


II is diſcovered by a very few experiments, that 
no man is much pleaſed with a companion, who 
does not increaſe, in ſome reſpect, his fondneſs of 
himſelf; and, therefore, he that wiſhes rather to be 
Jed forward to proſperity by the gentle hand of fa- 
vour, than to force his way by labour and merit, 
muſt confider with more care how to diſplay his pa- 
tron's excellencies than his own ; that whenever he 
approaches, he may fill the imagination with . plea- 


ſing dreams, and chaſe away diſguſt and wearineſs 


by a perpetual ſucceſſion of delightful images. 


. . Tm1s may, indeed, ſometimes be effected by turn- 


ing the attention upon advantages which are really 


poſſeſſed, or upon proſpects which reaſon ſpreads be- 
fore hope; for whoever can deſerve or require to 
be courted, has generally, either from natureor from 
fortune, gifts, which he may review with ſatisfac- 
tion, and of which, when he is artfully recalled to 
the coatemplation, he will ſeldom be diſpleaſed. 


Bur thoſe who have once degraded their under» 
ſtanding to an application only to the paſſions, and 
who have learned to derive hope from any other 
ſources than induſtry and virtue, ſeldom retain dig- 
Nity and magnanimity ſufficient to defend them a- 
gainſt the conſtant recurrence of temptation to falſe- 
hood. He that is too defirous to be loved, will 

ſoon 
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ſoon learn to flatter, and when he has exhauſted all 
the variations of honeſt praiſe, and can delight no 
longer with the civility of truth, he will invent new 
topics of panegyric, and break out into raptures 
at virtues and beauties conferred by himſelf. 


TRE drudgeries of dependence would, indeed, be 
aggravated by hopeleſſneſs of ſucceſs, if no indul- 
gence was allowed to adulation, He that' will ob- 
ſtinately confine his patron to hear only the com- 

mendations which he deſcrves, will ſoon be forced 
to give way to others that regale him with more 
compaſs of muſic. The greateſt human virtue 
bears no proportion to human vanity. We always 
think ourſelves better than we are, and are generally 
deſirous that others ſhould think us ſtill better than 
we think ourſclves. Jo praiſe us for actions or diſ- 
poſitions which deſerve praiſe, is not to confer a 
benefit, but to pay a tribute, We have always pre- 
tenſions to fame, which, in our own hearts, we 
know to be diſputable, and which we are deſirous to 
ſtrengthen by a new ſuffrage ; we have always hopes 
which we ſuſpect to be falacious, and of which we 
eagerly ſnatch at every confirmation. 


IT may, indeed, be proper to make the firſt ap- 
proaches under the conduct of truth, and to ſecure 
credit to future encomiums, by juch praife as may 
be ratified by the conſcience ; but the mind once ha- 
bituated to the luſcioufneſs of eulogy, becomes, i in 2 
ſhort time, nice and faſtidious, and, like a vitiated 
palate, is inceſſantly calling for higher gratiſica- 
tions. 


Ir is ſcarcely credible to what degree diſcernment 
may be dazzled by the miſt of pride, and wiſdom 
infatuated by the intoxication of flattery ; or how 
low the genius may deſcend by ſucceſſive gradations 
of ſervility, and how iwiitly it may fall down the 
precipice of falſchood. No man can, indecd, obſerve, 

without 
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without indignation, on what names, both of an- 
cient and modern times, the utmoſt exuberance of 
praiſe has been lavithed, and by what hands it has 
been beſtowed. It has never yet been found, that 
the tyrant, the plunderer, the oppreſſor, the moſt 
hateful of the hateful, the moſt profligate of the 
profligate, have been denied any celebrations which 
they were willing to purchaſe, or that wickedneſs: 
and folly have not found correſpondent flatterers 
through all their ſubòoͤrdinations, except when they 
have been aſſociated with avarice or poverty, and 
have wanted either inclination or ability to hire a 
panegyriſt. | 

As there is no character ſo deformed as to fright 
away from it. the proſtitutes of praiſe, there is no 
degree of encomiaſtic veneration which pride has 
refuſ.d. The emperors of Rome ſuffered themſelves 
to be worthipped in their lives with altars and ſacri— 
ficc ; and in an ape more enlightened, the terms pe- 
culiar to the praite and worſhip of the ſupreme Be- 
ing, have been applied to wretches whom it was the 
reproach of humanity to number among men; and 
whom nothing but riches or power hindered thoſe 
that read or wrote their deification, from hunting 
into the toils of juſtice, as diſturbers of the peace of 
nature. 


THERE are, indeed, many among the poetical 
flatterers, who niuſt be reſigned to infamy without 
vindication, and whom we mult confeis to have de» 
ſerted the cauſe of virtue for pay: they have com- 
mitted, againſt tuil convichon, the crime of obli- 
tcrating the diſtinctions between good and evil; and 
inſtead of oppoting the encroachnents of vice, have: 
incited her progreis, and celebrated her conqueſts. 
But there is a lower clats of iy cophants, whole un— 
derſtanding has not made them capable of equal guilt, 
Every men of high rank is ſurrounded with nun: bers, 
who have no other rule of thought or action, than 


his 
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his maxims, and his conduct; whom the honour of 
being numbered among his acquaintance, recon- 
ciles to all his vices, and all his abſurdities; and 
who eaſily perſuaded themſelves to eſteem him, by 
whole regard they conſider themſelves as diſtinguiſh 
ed and cxalted. | 


Ir is dangerous for mean minds to venture theme | 
ſelves within the ſphere of greatneſs. Stupidity is 
. Toon blinded by the ſplendor of wealth, and cowar- 
dice is caſily fettered in the ſhackles of depen- 
dence, To ſolicit patronage, is, at leaſt, in the 
event, to ſet virtue to fale. None can be pleaſed 
without praiſe, and few can be praiſed without falſe- 
hood; few can be afli..uous without ſervility, and 
none can be ſervile without corruption, 


[ECTS 
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Animerum 
Impulſu, et cæca mag naque cupidine ducti. Juv. 


Vain man runs headlong, to caprice reſign'd; 
Impell'd by pation, and with folly blind. 


WAS lately conſidering, among other objects of 
ſpeculation, the new attempt of an wuniver/al re- 
giſter; an office, in which every man may lodge an 
account of his ſuperfluities and wants, of whatever 
he defires to purchaſe, or to fell. My imagination 
ſoon preſented to me the latitude to which this de- 
© fign may be extended by integrity and induſtry, and 
the advantages which may be juſtly hoped from a 
general mart of intelligence, when once its reputa- 
tion {hall be ſo eſtabliſhed, that neither reproach nor 
fraud ſhall be feared from it; when an application 
to it ſhall not be cenſured as the laſt retource of 
deſperation, nor its informations ſuſpected as the 
fortuitous 
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fortuitous ſuggeſtions of men obliged not to appear 
ignorant. A place where every exuberance may 
be diicharged, and every deficiency tupplied, where 
every law tul paſſion may find its gratifications, and 
every honeſt curioſity receive ſatisfaction, where the 
ſtock of a nation, pecuniary and intellectual, may 
be brought together, and where all conditions of 
bumanity may hope to find relief, pleature, and ac- 
commodation, mult equally deſerve the attention of 
the merchant and philoſopher, of him who mivgles 
in the tumult of buſineſs, and him who only lives to 
amule himielt with the various employments and 
purſuits of others. Nor will it be an uninſtructing 


ſchool to the greateſt maſters of method and diſpatch, 


if ſuch multiplicity can be preſerved from embar- 
raſlment, and ſuch tumult from inaccuracy, 


WuIILE I was concerting this ſplendid project, 


and lilling my thoughts with its regulation, its con- 


veniencies, its variety, and its conſequences, I funk 
gradually into ſlumber ; but the ſame images, though 
lets diſtinct, ſtill continued to float upon my fancy. 

1 perceived myſelf at the gate of an immenſe edifice, 
where innumerable multitudes were paſſing without 
confuſion 3 every face on which 1 fixed my eycs, 
ſeemed ſettled in the contemplation of foine im- 
portant purpoſe, and every toot was haſtened by 
eagernels and expectation. I followed the crowd 
without knowing whither I ſhould be drawn, and 
remained a while in the unpleaſing ſtate of an idler, 


where all other beings were buly, giving place cvery 


moment to thoſe who had more importance in their 
looks. Aſhamed to ſtand ignorant, and afraid to 
alk queſtions, at laſt I ſaw a lady ſweeping by me, 
whom, by the quicknels of her eyes, the agility of 
her ſteps, and a mixture of levity and impatience, 
I knew to be my 177 loved protectreſs, Curigſity. 
« Great goddeſs,“ ſuid I, “may thy votary be per- 
* mitted to implore thy favour; ; if thou haſt been 
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cc my directreſs from the firſt dawn of reaſon if I 
& have followed thee through the maze of lite with 
« invariable fidelity; if I have turned to every new 
& call, and quitted, at thy nod, one purſuit for an- 
© other; if I have never ſtopped at the invitations 
© of fortune, nor forgot thy authority in the bowers 
& of pleaſure; inform me now whither chance has 
«© conducted me.” 


6 Trov art now,” replied the ſmiling power, 
“ in the preſence of Fuj/tice, and of Truth, whom 
e the father of gods and men has ſent down to 
ce regiſter the demands and pretenſions of man- 
& kind, that the world may at laſt be reduced to 
«© order, and that none may complain hereafter of 
“% being doomed to taſks for which they are un- 
& qualified, of poſſeſſing faculties for which they 
& cannot find employment, or virtues that languith 
“ unobſerved for want of opportunities to exert 
„% them, of being encumbered with ſuperfluities 
„% which they would willingly reſign, or of waſting 
« aw y in deſires which ought to be ſatisfied. Ju- 
& /tice is now to examine every man's wiſhes, and 
& Truth is to record them; let us approach, and 
& obſcrve the progreſs of this great tranſaction.“ 


Sk then moved forward, and Truth, who knew 
her among the moit faithful of her followers, 
beckoncd her to advance, till we were placed near 
the feat of ice. The firſt who required the 
aſſiſtance of the office, came forward with a ſlow 
pace, and tuinour of dignity, and th.king a weigh- 
ty purſe in his hund, demanded to be regiſtered by 
Truth, as the Mecznas ot the preſent age, the 
chief encour.ger of literary merit, to whom men 
of learning ind wit might apply in any exigence 
or diſtreſs with certainty of ſu-cour. Juice very 
mildly enquired, whether he had calculat-d the 
expence of ſuch a declaration? whether he had 

been 
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been informed, what number of petitioners would 
ſwarm about him? whether he could diſtinguiſh 
idleneſs and negligence from calamity, oſtentation 
from knowledge, or vivacity from wit? To theſe 
queſtions he ſeemed not well provided with a re- 
ply, but repeated his deſire to be recorded a pa- 
tron. Juſtice then offered to regiſter his propoſal 
on theſe conditions, that he ſhould never ſuffer 
himſelf to be flattered; that he ſhould-never delay 

an audience when he had nothing to do; and that 
he ſhould never encourage followers, without in- 
tending to reward them. Theſe terms were too 
hard to be accepted: for what, ſaid he, is the end 
of patronage, but the pleaſure of reading dedica- 
tions, holding multitudes in ſuſpenſe, and enjoy- 
ing their hopes, their fears, and their anxicty, 
flattering them to afſiduity, and, at laſt, dees 
them for impatience? Juſtice heard 'bis con tc 
ſion, and ordered his name to be poſted upon 
the gate among cheats, and robbers, and public 
nuifances, which all were e by that notice warned to 
avoid. 


ANOTHER required to be made known as the 
diſcoverer of a new art of education, by which 
languages and (ciences might be taught to all capa- 
citics, and all inclinations, without tear of punith- 
ment, pain of confinement, loſs of any part of the 
gay mien of ignorance, or any obſtruction of the 
neceilary progreſs in dreſs, dancing, or cards, 


FUS TYCE and Truth did not trouble this 
great adept. with many enquiries z but finding his 
add reſs aukward, and his ſpeech barbarous, or- 
dered him to be regiſtercd as a tall fellow, who 
wanted employment, and might ſerve in any poſt 
where the knowledge of reading and writing was 
not required, 

A 
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A MAN of a very great and philoſophic aſpect, | 
required notice to be given of his intention to ſet 
out a certain day, on a ſubmariene voyage, and of 
his willingneſs to take in paſſengers for no more 
than double the price at which they might ſail above 
water. His defire was granted, and he retired to a 
convenient ſtand, in expectation of filling his ſhip, 


and growing rich in a ſhort time by the ſecrecy, 
ſafety, and expedition of the paſſage. ' 


ANnoTHER deſired to advertiſe the curious, that 
he had, for the advancement of true knowledge, 
contrived an optical inſtrument, by which | thoſe 
who laid out their induſtry on memorials of the 
changes of the wind, might obſerve the direction of 


the weathercocks on the hitherſide of the lunar 
world, 


ANOTHER wiſhed to be known as the author of 
an invention, by which cities or kingdoms might be 
made warm in winter by a ſingle fire, a kettle, and 
pipe. Another had a vehicle by which a man might 
bid defiance to floods, and continne floating in an 
inundation, without any inconvenience, till the wa- 
ter ſhould ſubtide. Juſtice conſidered theſe pro- 
jects as of no importance but to their authors, and 
therefore ſcarcely condeſcended to examine them; 
but Truth refuſed to admit them into the regiſter. ' 


TwENT7 different pretenders came in one hour 
to give notice of an univerſal medicine, by which 
all diſeaſes might be cured or prevented, and life 
protracted beyond the age of Ne/#or. But Fuftice 
informed them, that one univerſal medicine was ſuf- 
ficient, and ſhe would delay the notification till ſhe 
ſaw who could longeſt preterve his own life. 


"A THOUSAND other claims and offers were ex- 
hibited and examined. I remarked, among this 
mighty multitude, that, of intellectual advantages, 
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ben had great exuberifs and few confeſſed any 


of. every art there Were a hundred profeſſors 
for a ſingle pupil; but of other attainments, ſuch 


& IA 
A 
\ 


as riches, hotjours, and preferments, I found none 


that had too much, but thouſands and ten thouſands 
that thought themſelves intitled to a larger dividend. 


IT often happened, that old miſers, and women, 


married at-the cloſe of life, advertiſed their want of 


children; nor was it uncommon for thoſe who had 
a numerous offspring, to give notice of a ſon or 
daughter to be ſpared; but though appearances 


promiſed well on both ſides, the bargain ſeldom ſuc - 


ceeded; for they ſoon loſt their inclination to a- 
dopted children, and proclaimed their intentions to 
promote ſome ſcheme of public charity: a thouſand 


propoſals were immediately made, among which 


they heſitated till death precluded the deciſion. 


As I ſtood looking on this ſcene of confuſion, 
Truth condeſcended to aſk me, what was my 
buſineſs at her office ? I was ſtruck with the uncx- 


pected queſtion, and awaked by my efforts to an- 
ler i it. 


END of the SECOND VOLUME, 
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